
SLA member wounded 
in Hizbollah attack 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — A from Isr ael ’s 

affied South Lebanon Army (SLA) was wounded fijday 
in a Hizbollah bomb attack in the occupied bolder zone 
of sou* Lebanon, SLA sources said. A powerful explo- 
sive charge went off at 12:30 pan. as an SLA armoured 
patrol was passing near a militia post in Baraasheet in the 
western sector of Israel's self-declared “security zone," 
they said. A spokesman for the Islamic Resistance, 
Hizbollah’s milkary arm claimed responsibility for the 
bombing attack. “An armoured vehicle was destroyed and 
all its crew members were killed or wounded,” he said. In 
retaliation, Israeli and SLA artillery bombarded locations 
on the other side of the border area, security sources said. 
The Shiite Islamist Hizbollah spearheads the guerrilla 
war to oust Israeli troops from southern Lebanon. 
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‘Israelis favour killing of Hamas leaders 3 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) —Three out of every 
four Israelis support the killing of key figures in ihe 
Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas), an opinion poll 
revealed Friday. Seventy-six per cent of those questioned 
said it was “necessary to eliminate those members of 
Hamas with Jewish blood on their hands." Only 19 per 
cent disagreed, while five per cent were undecided. The 
survey was carried out after the death of Mohieddin 
Sharif, the chief bomb-maker of Hamas, whose body was 
discovered on Sunday beside the wreckage of a car. 
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Israel’s security chief meets 
Arafat over Sharif slaying 

Thousands of Palestinians demonstrate demanding revenge 


Combined agency 


THE HEAD of Israel’s inter- 
nal secret service met Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
overnight in a bid to persuade 
him that Israel was not behind 
the death of a Hamas Leader; 
Israeli public radio repotted 
Friday. 

It said Sinn Bet chief Admi- 
ral Ami Ayalon had earHer 
received a detailed report on 
the circumstances of the death 
of Mohieddin S harif, chief 
bomb-maker with the . armed 
wing of (he Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement (Hamas). 

The two men met in Gaza 
City, the radio reported, with- 
out giving further details of 
the encounter. 

Hamas has vowed revenge, 
accusing Israeli secraity ser- 
vices of killing Sharif and hy- 
ing to mask the murder with 
an explosion which tore 
through an industrial zoneron 
fte edge of the WestBarik city 
of RamaQah an Sunday: •• 
Israeli Prime Minis ter 
Benyamin - Netanyahu 
demanded Friday (bat Pales- 

finish teddtefs- itop- hfayirftjk 

Israel for thtdcatiTof thetdrief 
Hamas bomhmaker and saki T 
he would otherwise hold them 
responsible for any attacks in 
IsraeL “We have been very 
clear with the Palestinian 
Authority... Stop immediately 
spreading this false informa- 
tion." Ml Netanyahu said. 

“I would say that they ignite 
an already explosive atmos- 
phere and that they could lead 
to the- lai inching of terror 
attacks against IsraeL” Mr. 
Netanyahu told foreign diplo- 
mats in IsraeL 

In new threats Friday, 
Hamas said it will “open a 
new circle of wan not only in 


the homeland, tut every- 
where, worldwide." A leaflet 
by the Hamas’ military wing, 
Izzeddine A1 Qassam, said the 
bombings would be unprece- 
dented. 

Pales tinian police are now 
looking into the possibility 
that S harif was shot to death 
by a Palestinian collaborator 
with Israel wide he was 
assembling a bomb, the offi- 
cial said. 

About 20 Hamas members 
have been rounded up for 
questioning since Sharif’s 
death. Investigators want to 
find out who had access to 
S harif, including those who 
would brought supplies to his 
hideom and who delivered the 
cat; die official said. 

Israeli security forces were 
on heightened alert Friday, 
with hundreds of officers 
patrolling malls, markets and 
bos stations in Jerusalem and 
manning West Bank road- 
blocks rin ging the dry. 

At Jerusalem’s central bus 
station, dozens of paramilitary 
border police stepped trav- 
ellers to check their identity 
cards. Oty buses have been a 
preferred iatget i# Hamas 
bombers. 

Ml Arafat has not directly 
blamed Israel for Sharif's 
death. However; a senior 
Palestinian cabinet minister 
has accused Israel of having 
assassinated Sharif. 

Asked if he would call off 
negotiations on a West Bank 
troop withdrawal in the event 
of a Hamas attack. Ml 
N etanyahn said; “We wish to 
see the peace process move 
forward. That is incompatible 
with a recurrence of bouts of 
terrorism.” 

Hamas said Sharif was 
responsible for fire deaths of at 
leak 100 Israelis killed in sev- 


Thousands of supporters of Hamas, wave flags during a demonstration in the West Bank 
town of Nablus Friday, calling for revenge attacks against Israel for the death of the 
group's chief bombmaker Mohieddin Sharif (AFP photo) 


eral suicide bombings carried 
out since 1995. 

Palestinian police initially 
thought the victim died dying 
to build a bomb for an attack 
on IsraeL But an autopsy 
revealed . that he_ had been 
killed by three gunshots three 
hours before the explosion. 

ShariTs mentor and the 
organisation's key bombmak- 
erYehiya Ayyash was killed in 
January 1996 in an attack by 
Israeli secret services. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
Palestinian supporters of 
Hamas marched in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip Friday 
calling for revenge attacks 
against Israel for the death of 
Hamas chief bombmaker. 

Over 4,000 Palestinians 
marched out of mosques after 
Friday prayers through the 
town of Nablus, waving green 
Hamas banners and calling 


for attacks by the group’s 
aimed wing, Izzeddine A1 
Qassam, witnesses said. 

“Netanyahu, prepare your 
coffin and dig your grave," 
demonstrators chanted, refer- 
ring to Ml Netanyahu. 

“We hold Israel completely 
responsible for the murder of 
Mohieddin Sharif," Hamas’s 
slain chief bombmaker, 
Sheikh Homed Al Bitawi, an 
official in the Palestinian 
Islamic courts, said in a 
speech to the crowd. 

“Religious rulings dictate 
that the Palestinian people 
must conduct acts of jihad 
[holy war] to rock the enemy. 
We call on the Islamic move- 
ment to take its revenge for its 
martyr," he said 

A similar demonstration of 
several thousand people was 
held in Hebron, where pro- 
testers carried photos of 


Sharif, chanting. “Revenge, 
revenge, Izzeddine Al Qas- 
sam" 

Nearly 3,000 people also 
attended a demonstration in 
Gaza City, chanting. “Izzed- 
dine to the front, let us hear 
the Jews '-screams." 

In the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem, several dozen 
youths threw stones at Israeli 
soldiers, who responded with 
volleys of tear gas and rubber- 
coated bullets, witnesses said. 
No injuries were reported. 

Hamas official Maher 
Hiiaz. speaking to the crowd 
in Nablus, also blamed the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty. along with Israel, for 
ShariTs death. 

“We hold the authority 
responsible as well because 
the death of Sharif rook place 
in territory under its control," 
be said. 


Security Council eyes Israeli 
withdrawal from S. Lebanon 

‘ Resolution 425 is mandatory, should 
be implemented without conditions ’ 


Sudan lifts ban on aid flights 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The UN. 
Security Council on Thursday consid- 
ered Israel's decision to abide by U.N. 
Resolution 425 ahead of a conditional 
troop withdrawal from Lebanon, diplo- 
mats saidi 

“Many delegations referred to the point 
that the Security Council’s resolutions 
are mandatory, and that 425 naturally 
should be implemented without condi- 
tions.” Hisashi Owada, Japan’s U.N. 
ambassador, told reporters.; 

Resolution 425, which the Security 
Council adopted in 1978, calls for Israel 
to withdraw “forthwith” from Lebanon, 
where it controls some 850-square kilo- 
metres in the southern part of die coun- 
try. 

Ml Owada, who holds the council's 
presidency through April, stressed that 
“that was the view expressed by some 
members and not by the Security Council 
as a whole." 


Israel's “security cabinet" approved the 
resolution Wednesday but called on 
Beirut to enter into negotiations to guar- 
antee the area will not be used for anti- 
Israeli attacks by the Hizbollah. 

Lebanon’s government and Syria — 
which has powerful political influence in 
Lebanon — immediately rejected the 
plan. 

Washington has pressed Lebanon to 
discuss with Israel the security arrange- 
ments requested by Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu's government. 

The Security Council met behind 
closed doors to bear a report on the 
recent Middle East visit of U.N. Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan. 

'There was a widely shared recognition 
that the impasse which seems to prevail 
in the Middle East peace process is a 
source of concern and that further efforts 
on the pan of the parties would be very 
much required,” said Mr. Owada. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
The Sudanese government 
has decided to “temporari- 
ly” lift its ban on aid 
flights to the Bahr Al 
Ghazal region and has 
appealed to the interna- 
tional community to pres- 
sure southern rebels to 
accept a ceasefire. 

Sudanese Foreign Minis- 
ter Mustafa Osman Ismail, 
told a press conference 
here Thursday that the 
government bad decided to 
lift its suspension of relief 
flights to Bahr Al Ghazal. 
imposed since fighting 
there in February. 

He said the move was to 
“create a suitable atmos- 
phere for the success of 
forthcoming peace negoti- 
ations" later this month in 
Nairobi. 

But he warned that the 
resumption of aid flights 
would be temporary, 
adding; “We have always 
reminded the LTnited 
Nations that permission for 
delivery of relief will be 
for a temporary period, 
unless a ceasefire is agreed 


upon, as the rebel move- 
ment has made it a habit of 
launching military opera- 
tions after benefiting from 
the delivered relief sup- 
plies.*’ 

“If the international com- 
munity is genuinely con- 
cerned with continued 
delivery of relief to the 
needy ' people, it should 
strive to convince the rebel 
movement into accepting a 
ceasefire, he added. 

Italian junior foreign 
minister, Rino Serri, who 
earlier held talks with 
Sudanese leaders, said 
Sudan had accepted an 
Italian proposal for a 
ceasefire with the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA). 

“Our main concern is to 
see the next round of talks 
take place as soon as possi- 
ble and at the same time, 
we fell it is very important 
that there must be a cease- 
fire,” Mr. Serri said at the 
joint press conference. 

The SPLA has been 
fighting the government in 
Khartoum since 1983. 


Jordanian man sentenced to 
240 years for U.S. bombing 



NEW YORK CAP) — A man 
convicted of conspiracy for 
driving 3 bomb-laden van into 
the World Trade Centre before 
fleeing the United Stales was 
sentenced Friday to 240 years 
in prison. 

US. District Judge Kevin 
Duffy also fined Eyad Ismail 

5250.000 and ordered him to 
pay SI0 million restitution. 

Ismail. 26, was convicted in 
November along with Ram?? 
Youssef. the plot's alleged 
mastermind, for the Feh. 26. 
1993. bombing that killed six 
people, injured mere than 

1.000 others and shook the 
United Stales' sense of securi- 
ty- 

Six men now have been sent 
to prison for the rest of their 
fives for the attack. 

Mr. Duffy r rejected an argu- 
ment by Ismail’s lawyer, Louis 
Aidala, that his client was 


coaxed into the scheme by 
Youssef who wanted to stun 
the United States into curbing 
its support for IsraeL 

“You were like Ramzi 
Youssef because your God 
was evil," Mr. Duffy said. *T 
am not talking about an evil 
god I am talking about the 
personification of eviL" 

Prosecutors said Youssef 
called Ismail at his residence 
in Houston and summoned 
him to New York City in Feb- 
ruary' 1993. 

Ismail arrived in New' York 
shortly before the bombing 
and helped load the bomb into 
a van the day before the attack, 
prosecutors said 

Go the morning of the 
attack, he drove with Youssef 
to the Trade Centre, where he 
parked the van in the parking 
garage beneath the twin 110- 
story towers. lighting a fuse as 


they fled the garage in another 
car. prosecutors said 

He fled after die attack to 
Jordan, where he was arrested 
in 1995. 

As Ismail told Mr. Duffy 
thai sometimes innocent peo- 
ple are wrongly convicted his 
sobbing mother sat on a wood- 
en bench behind him. 

“Jail me and you will add 
one number to the wrong list 
but don't think that you will 
ever rest because tyrants 
always end up in trouble,” he 
said 

Mr. Duffy disagreed saying 
“You have received a fair trial. 
You have received an extraor- 
dinarily fair trial something 
that was quite expensive, 
something which was done 
not as a show trial but to give 
you an opportunity ro put for- 
ward whatever you wanted to 
do.'’ 


U.N. hails Iraqi cooperation as 
inspectors wrap up site mission 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — UN. 
weapons experts have 
wrapped up their mission to 
inspect all eight so-called pres- 
idential sites, marking a new 
chapter in cooperation 
between Iraq and the United 
Nations. UN. officials said Fri- 
day. 

Jayantha Dhanapala. head of- 
the UN. Special Group, said 
the UN. team had completed 
its task and thar the Iraqi 
authorities had “passed the 
test" 

“We were able to fulfil the 
purpose of the visit due to the 
cooperation of both sides.” he 
said, referring to Iraq and the 
UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) cm disarming 
Iraq. 

Asked why his mission had 
wrapped up 10 days early the 
Sri Lankan diplomat said: 
"Sometimes things work out 
better than you expect" 

Mr. Dhanapala said he 
expected to see Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Sai d Al 
Sahhaf on Friday before his 
departure, adding that he 
would also meet UN. Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan in 
New York early next week. 

He also said he had heard 
that Mr. Sahhaf could visit 
New York next week, but did 
not elaborate. 

During eight days of visits, 
die Special Group of diplomats 
and arms inspectors visited 
eight presidential sites, includ- 


ing the capital's presidential 
palace, considered the seat of 
government, and a site in 
Tikrit, the hometown of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

The UNSCOM inspectors 
and International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency experts were 
accompanied by senior diplo- 
mats on their final visits on 
Thursday. Mr. Dhanapala said. 

Weapons expens and a 
diplomat would fly over a pres- 
idential facility in the city of 
Mosul on Friday to cany out 
additional checks but other- 
wise the visits were over and 
his team would leave laier Fri- 
day. he said 

UNSCOM deputy chairman 
Charles Duelfer said the Iraqis 
met the inspectors’ needs “very 
easily and very quickly." 

“We accomplished a survey 
of the eight sites and we got all 
die access we required.” he 
said but added “It remains to 
be seen if they will fulfil their 
engagements" at other sites. ' 

Asked if experts found any 
dues of weapons. Mr. Duelfer 
would only say: “The objective 
was a survey of the area." 

His team members are due to 
leave Baghdad on Saturday. 
The five permanent members 
of the UN. Security Council 
are “satisfied” with Iraq’s atti- 
tude regarding arms inspec- 
tions. Mr. Annan said late 
Thursday. 

“They are all satisfied with 
the way things are going,” he 


said after talks with British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair in 
London at the end of a tour of 
die five permanent members: 
United Stales. China, Russia. 
France and Britain. 

Iraq had declared all eight 
presidential sites off-limits to 
UN., inspectors looking tor 
weapons of mass destruction 
or equipment to make them. 

Iraq's position triggered a 
U.S.-Ied military' buildup in the 
Gulf and an allied attack 
appeared imminent until Mr. 
Annan readied a last minute 
agreement with Iraqi authori- 
ties in February allowing 
unfettered UN. access to the 
sites. 

Under dial accord, the Unit- 
ed Nations made the conces- 
sion of having weapons 
experts accompanied by diplo- 
mats. forming the so-called 
Special Group. 

The group was accompanied 
on its most sensitive visits by 
top Iraqi leaders, notably 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Am and Mr. Sahhaf. 

Sanctions imposed on Iraq 
for its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
cannot be lifted until 
UNSCOM certifies that its 
chemical and biological 
weapons and long-range mis- 
siles have been desroyed. 

Iraq insists that its banned 
weapons programmes have 
been dismantled and has called 
repeatedly For an end to the 
crippling economic sanctions. 


Talking to journalists on Mideast peace: 

Albright: U.S. patience has its limits 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright indi- 
cated Thursday U.S. 
patience as Middle East 
mediator had its limits and 
that Israelis and Palestini- 
ans should swiftly get 
their negotiations back on 
track. 

“At some stage, this 
process of us hying to 
push when they are not 
making the hard decisions 
will have to conclude," she 
told a group of newspaper 


managers. 

She did not say how long 
the LTnited States would 
wait before throwing in 
the towel. 

“The last talks with 
[U.S. envoy] Dennis Ross 
have produced some small 
steps, [but] we want to see 
where they lead before we 
make a determination” 
Ms. Albright said. 

“I must say, I am running 
out of metaphors on the 
[impasse in the] Middle 
East peace process,” she 


joked. 

In her address to the 
newspaper managers she 
spoke of “five challenges” 
for U.S. diplomacy, but 
jumpstaiting the Mideast 
peace process was not on 
the list. 

Ms. Albright named Iraq, 
the Balkans, enlarging 
NATO, Senate ratification 
of the Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty and U.S. payment 
of its arrears at the United 
Nations. 
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Saudi Arabia encourages pilgrims to eat fast food in fear of another fire tragedy 
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MECCA (AFF) — Saudi 
authorities, fearful of a repe- 
tition of last spring’s fire 
tragedy, say they will punish 
Muslim pilgrims for cooking 
and encourage than to buy 
festfood. 

Bringing a portable stove 
into a pilg rims ' camp has 
been made “a premeditated 
crime." A portable stove was 
the cause of last spring’s fire ■ 
which lolled 343 people in a 
pilgrims’ camp on the Mina 


plain, south of Mecca. 

Those who insist on cook- 
ing their own meals on 
portable stoves in pilgrims’ 
camps will be fined about 
$1330. “If they use them 
a g ain , the fine will be dou- 
bled, and offenders will be 
penalised," -according to a 
decree published in the offi- 
cial press. 

However, campers may 
use wood or charcoal stoves 
with safety Uds.. 


“Some 600 roaming trucks 
will be used every day to sell 
more than a million fast- 
food meals to pilgrims,” 
commerce ministry under- 
secretary of state, Moham- 
mad Hasson Qareb, was 
quoted by Al Iqtissadiya 
newspaper as saying. 

The food will be handed 
out in hermetically sealed 
containers from the tracks, 
which are equipped with fire 
extinguishers. 


The faithful will also find 
nearly a thousand outlets 
selling basic food products, 
including a hundred bak- 
eries. In addition, Mina has 
300 restaurants, and two 
other stops on the pilgrims' 
way, Arafat and Muzdalifa, 
together have another 300. 

The Saudis are bending 
over backward this year with 
fire-safety measures, espe- 
cially wifi) the Iranians chal- 
lenging the Saudi position as 


guardian of the holy sites. 

The authorities are setting 
up .more than 10,000 fire- 
proof tents which the gover- 
nor of Mecca says will shel- 
ter a quarter of the pilgrims. 

The air-conditioned tents 
are equipped with 21,867 
fire extinguishers and linked 
to an automatic fire-extin- 
guishing system, all for a 
cost of S800 million. 

The Saudis have also mar- 
shalled a dozen civil defence 


helicopters to fly over the 
holy places to watch over the 
mass of humanity and give 
the alen should fire break 

OUL 

Organisers said they have 
increased the number of fire 
hydrants and will have 100 
fire trucks plus ambulances 
Standing by in Mecca and 
Medina. 

Following a fire in a pil- 
grims’ camp near Mina in 
1995. ihe Saudi authorities 


told organisers to replace 10 
per cent of the flammable 
tents with fireproof ones 
each year, but this did not 
happen. 

Since the creation of the 
Islamist republic in Iran in 
1979, the Saudi kingdom 
has boasted spending more 
than S20 billion on facilities 
and services for the approxi- 
mately two million pilgrims 
who come each year to 
Mecca. Medina and other 


holy sites. 

But Iran, the champion of 
Islamism, has contested 
Saudi control over the two 
main Muslim holy places 
and demanded that the sites 
be placed under internation- 
al auspices. 

The pilgrimage is one of 
the five pillars of Islam, and 
every Muslim who can 
afford ir is expected to carry 
it out at least once in his or 
her lifetime. 
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Arab, Israeli teenagers to meet 
in Switzerland to negotiate peace 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
l API — Arab and Israeli 
teenagers will convene in 
Switzerland next month to 
try and negotiate a peace 
agreement, organisers of the 
youth summit announced 
Thursday. 

"They will attempt to draft 
a declaration of principles." 
said John Waliach. director of 
the “Seeds for Peace" pro- 
gramme that is sponsoring 
the summit in Villars, 
Switzerland. 

“In doing so they will try to 


set an example for adults.” 
The 72 teens from Israel 
Egypt the United States, the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty and Jordan will divide into 
four negotiating committees, 
each group assigned to one of 
the major issues left for the 
final status talks between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

The committees will tackle 
the status of Palestinian 
refugees, the future of 
Jerusalem, the borders of a 
Palestinian state and Jewish 
settlements. 


Mr. Waliach said it wasn't 
certain whether the 14, 15. 
and 16-year-olds would 
arrive at an agreement but 
said that the effort would be 
worthwhile as a lesson in 
understanding each other bet- 
ter. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
former Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb Erekat, 
Egyptian political adviser 
Osama A1 Baz. President 
Flavio Cord of Switzerland 
and Israeli parliament mem- 


ber Meir Sbetreet are all plan- 
ning to attend the summit. 

In addition. U.S. First Lady 
Hillary Clinton will appear 
before the summit via satel- 
lite and answer questions. 

The privately-funded pro- 
gramme was founded in 
1993 after the signing of the 
Israel-PLO accord and has 
had more than 600 youth par- 
ticipants at summer camp 
sessions in Maine. 

The summit is being spon- 
sored by the Swiss health 
care company Novartis. 


Israeli jets, artillery hit south 
Lebanon; civilian killed 


SIDON ( AP) — Israeli war- 
planes and artillery attacked 
suspected guerrilla positions 
in southern Lebanon Thurs- 
day. killing a farmer a day 
after Israel’s government 
endorsed a U.N. resolution 
calling for its withdrawal and 
an end to military operations. 

Two Israeli jets fired four 
air- to- surface missiles on hills 
near the village of Loueizeh 
in Iqlim AJ Tuff ah. a Hizbol- 
lah stronghold that faces the 
Israeli-occupied border 
enclave in the south,-' 


Lebanese security officials 
said 

Shortly afterward, a 33- 
year-old farmer was killed in 
shelling from the Israeli-held 
area as he drove his tractor on 
a road outside the largely 
deserted village, the officials 
said 

The area is about 15 kilo- 
metres southeast of the port 
city of Sidon. the provincial 
capital of southern Lebanon. 

Late Thursday night guer- 
rillas and Israeli forces traded 
mortar and rocket fire, the 


security officials said 
Several guerrilla mortar 
shells exploded near an Israeli 
military post at Houla. 1.5 
kilometres from the Israeli 
border and about 50 kilome- 
tres southeast of Sidon. 

There were no reports of 
damage or injuries. 

Earlier Thursday the 
Lebanese government lodged 
a complaint about Israel's 
attacks with a five-nation 
monitoring committee that 
monitors the fighting in 
southern Lebanon. 


Report on cost of Iraqi oil sector 


repairs due in May — U.N. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
report on the cost of repairing 
Iraq’s oil infrastructure so it 
can boost output under the oil- 
for-food programme will be 
submitted to~the UJN. Sanc- 
tions Committee in early May. 
a U.N. spokesman said Thurs- 
day. 

UN. humanitarian affairs 
spokesman Eric Fall said “the 
experts who left Iraq lO days 
ago will' be 'siibmitting their ’ 
reports in New York during 
the week starting April 30. 

“We have no knowledge of 
what the recommendations 
are going to be." he added 

A team of experts from 
Dutch company Saybolt spent 
wo weeks in Iraq evaluating 
the infrastnjcture. 

The U.N. Security Council 
is expected to use the Saybolt 
report to decide whether to 
allow Iraq to import the 


required spare parts for the 
repairs. 

Iraq estimates the cost of the 
spare parts needed to repair its 
oil facilities at $300 million 
and says that the U.N.- 
appointed experts underesti- 
mated the amount. 

The UJN.-liaqi oil-for-food 
accord allowed Iraq to export 
limited amounts of oil to raise 
money to .import food and, 
medicine, pay war reparations 
and fund U.N. activities here. 

In February, the UJN. Secu- 
rity Council decided to 
increase the amount of crude 
that Iraq can sell every six 
months from 52 billion to $52 
billion. 

Baghdad has said it does not 
have the capacity to produce 
more than S4 billion worth of 
oil because it lacks the parts to 
repair its oil facilities. 

Mr. Fait also said that spare 


parts for six M12 Iraqi civilian 
helicopters will arrive during 
the first week of April. 

The S3.5 million in parts, 
authorised by the UJN. Sanc- 
tions Committee, “have 
reached Amman and are 
expected to cross the border at 
Trebil during the first week of 
April" he said. 

Iraq said it had rune M12 
helicopters but one of them 
crashed in the north last week, 
killing the pitot 

Mr. Fait said another heli- 
copter crashed in August 
killing a farmer. Iraq has been 
under UJN. sanctions since its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, with 
their lifting conditional on 
arms inspectors confirming 
Baghdad has eliminated its 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The oil-for-food pro- 
gramme was the first partial 
alleviation of the embareo. 


Cypriot faces charges of spreading AIDS 


NICOSIA < AFP) — A Cypri- 
ot woman was remanded in 
custody by a court here on Fri- 
day accused of having sex 
with four men in the past 
month without telling them 
she carried the deadly AIDS 
virus. 

The 27-year-old. described 
by police as a London Cypriot, 
iv due to be charged under a 
decades-old law to combat the 
spread of infectious diseases 
and will go on trial in a 
Nicosia court next Thursday. 


Chiysavgi Zaizour, who 
fives in Nicosia but spent 
much of her life in London, 
was arrested a week ago after 
a complaint from a man who 
said she had sex with him 
without informing him she 
was HIV-positive. 

During police questioning, 
the woman admitted having 
sex with another three men. 
and all four are being tested for 
Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome, police said. 

Zarzour would become the 


second person in Cyprus to be 
charged with knowingly pass- 
ing on the Human Immune- 
deficiency Virus under a 50- 
year-old law introduced by the 
island's British colonial 
authorities to combat the 
spread of cholera and typhoid. 

In July, Cypriot fisherman 
Pavios Georgiou was convict- 
ed of knowingly infecting his 
British lover with HTV, but 
was released in December 
after serving just five months 
of a 1 5- month prison sentence. 


Khatami 
invited to 
visit Saudi 
Arabia — 
ambassador 


TEHRAN ( AFP) — Iranian 
President Moha mmad Khata- 
mi has been invited to visit 
Saudi Arabia as relations 
rapidly improve between the 
two Muslim countries. Iran’s 
ambassador in Riyadh was 
quoted as saving Friday. 

Mohammad-Reza Nuri- 
Shahrudi said Me Khatami 
had been invited by King 
Fahd and Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul .Aziz, the official Iran- 
ian news agency IRNA report- 
ed. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Mecca on* Thursday, he said 
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
SaudAl Faisal would visit Iran 
after the end of Muslim pil- 
grimage. Hajj. in Saudi Arabia 
next week. 

"'Relations between Tehran 
and Riyadh are developing in 
all aspects and King Fabd’s 
invitation to Khaiami is a good 
example.” Mr Shahrudi said. 

He said several Iranian dele- 
gations were presently in 
Saudi Arabia to negotiate 
mutual cooperation. 

Several I ranian stale firms 
are taking part in an oil fair in 
Dhahran. and Iran will in the 
near future hold its own fair in 
the same Saudi city, the 
ambassador said 

He added that the mo coun- 
tries will set up a direct air 
route to facilitate commercial 
exchanges. 

The diplomat also praised 
Saudi authorities for their 
“good” accommodation of 
Iranian pilgrims far this year’s 
Hajj. 

There has been nearly two 
decades of tense relations 
since Iran’s 1979 Islamic rev- 
olution. as Iranian radicals 
were angry over Saudi Ara- 
bia's pro-American policies 
and its support for Iraq during 
the 198Q-19S8 war against 
Iran. 

Former President Ali-Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani visited 
Saudi .Arabia in late February 
and on his return voiced regret 
about the stare of relations. 




HELICOPTER CRASHES IN ISTANBUL" A heli- 
copter flies over the wreckage of a police helicopter 
Friday as firemen try to rescue policemen trapped in 
the wreckage. The police helicopter, which recently 
carried Turkish Prime Minister Mesut ltHmaz, 
crashed into a deserted building in a busy Istanbul 
district near the Grand Bazaar, and a local official 
said up to three people were killed (Reuters photo) 


South Sudan children 
severely malnourished 
— World Vision 


NAIROBI I AFP) — A 
humanitarian agency said Fri- 
day it had discovered wide- 
spread and severe malnutrition 
among children and adults in 
the Gogrial county of southern 
Sudan's Bahr AI Ghazal state. 

World Vision said its survey 
team haH visited Panacier dis- 
trict near the Jur Rivert on 
Thursday and discovered that 
mere than 200 children exam- 
ined showed signs of severe 
malnutrition. 

“The local sub-chief in one 
village told the team that 40 
children had died from 
hunger-related causes over 
that last month." a New Vision 
press statement said. 

The agency said it requested 
the UJN. World Food Pro- 
gramme to arrange for food 
airdrops to the affected areas 
and that it was planning to 
open feeding centres for the 
malnourished children. 

Relief agencies flew into 


formerly barred areas of 
southern Bahr Al Ghazal on 
Thursday after the lifting of a 
flight ban by the Khartoum 
government. Operation Life- 
line Sudan (OLS) said. 

OLS, which groups UJN. 
and other aid agencies, aid it}, 
a statement thiit 350.006 peo- 
ple in Bar Al Ghazal were in 
urgent need of humanitarian 
assistance. 

The Sudanese government 
suspended all flights into Bahr 
Al Ghazal on Feb. 4 during 
fighting for the town of Wau 
between government troops 
and the rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Aimy. 

The suspension was partial- 
ly lifted three weeks later fol- 
lowing intervention by the 
U.N. special envoy for 
humanitarian affairs in Sudan, 
Robert van Schaik, and further 
eased in mid-March, bringing 
the total number of cleared 
locations in the region to eight. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gota problem? Call Egypt’s prime minister 


CAIRO (AFP) — For hundreds of Egyptians, when domes- 
tic, school or wo* problems rear dieir ugly brads, (he 
answer seems obvious, call in the prime ministfic The office 
of Prime Minister Kamal Ganzuri daily recaves hundreds 
of calls from distraught Egyptian ctans, government 
daily Al Akhbar reported Friday. Some of the petitioners are 
mere children. One boy recently asked for Me Ganzun to 
use his powers to solve' "a serious mantal dispute between 
his mother, who wanted a portable telephone, and ins 
father who refused. An impatient fiance contacted Ml 
G anzuri ’s office to ask the premier to intervene to speed up 
the release of his final examination results. The reason: His 
intended refused to many him until she confirmed that he 
had passed. The demands know no age limit .One retiree 
recently asked the prime minister to tty to soften Ins chil- 
dren's resistance to his remarrying after the death of their 
mother, the newspaper said 


Technion develops mine dealing *tooI box’ 


Iranian pilgrim crash toll rises to 28 


I 

SANUURFA (AP) — An Iranian pilgrim on Friday died of 
severe bums, raising the number of fatalities from a bujs 
crash a day earlier to 28. Twenty-five Iranians and two 
Tucks died Thursday when a bus carrying Iranian pilgrims 
collided with a fuel truck dnd burst into flames near this 
southeastern city. Eight Iranians were injured Turkish 
authorities said gas cookingj devices the pilgrims were car- 
rying with them exploded dialing the crash, setting both die 
bus and the truck on fire. Tfcp I ranians were returning from 
a pilgrimage to a shrine in Syria, reports said Earlier, Turk- 
ish authorities has stated that the passengers were on their 
way back from a pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia. 


Former Israeli premier Peres visits China 


BEIJING (AFP) — Former Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres arrived in Beijing Friday for a five-day visit, Xinhua 
reported Mr. Peres, honorary president of die Council for 
the Promotion of Israel-China Relations, was welcomed by 
Vice Premier Qian Qichen. and is to visit a mosque before 
leaving next Wednesday. Mr. i Peres’ successor as "prime 
minister. Benyamin Netanyahu, is to visk China from May 
26 to '28. \ Z 


Cypriot MP arrested in scuffle at British base 


NICOSIA (AFP) — An outspoken Cypriot parliamentarian 
who opposes the British bases on the Mediterranean island 
was arrested after a scuffle with British military police on 
one of the bases. Marios Matsakis, an active member of the 
anti-British base lobby here, clashed with doe police after 
leaping a barricade at the entry to Dhekelia base in south- 
west Cyprus to try to attend the trial of a Cypriot farmer. 
"He is in custody following a scuffle with police officers at 
the SBA [Sovereign Base Area] court at Dhekelia earlier 
this morning." said base spokesman Mervyn Wynne-Jones. 
Mr. Matsakis had demanded entry to attend the trial of a 
farmer who was arrested by British base police on Thurs- 
day for blocking soldiers trying to clear trees at a firing 
range. 


Libyan industry lost $5 billion due to embargo — report 


TRIPOLI < AFP) — Libyan 
industry has lost more than 
S5 billion as a result of an 
embargo imposed by the 
United Nations since 1992 
because of Libya’s alleged 
support for terrorism, an offi- 
cial report said. 

According to the Libyan 
foreign ministry document, a 
copy of which was obtained 


by AFP on Thursday, assem- 
bly lines are at a standstill in 
dozens of factories because 
of irregular supplies of raw 
materials. This has led to 
shortages of locally-made 
products. 

The document said produc- 
tion costs had also gone up 
sharply due to an increase in 
the number of intermediaries 


in the importation of raw 
materials. 

Factories had been forced 
to dose for long periods 
because of the difficulties 
encountered in obtaining 
guarantees from foreign 
banks and also because of the 
freeze of Libyan assets 
abroad ordered by the U.N. 
Security Council. 



JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
16:10 Cartoon — The Real 
Adventures of Jenny Quest 


iNo flights on Saturday) 

DEPARTURES 


! 16:30 

JFrench Programmes 

' 18:00 

Square One TV 

! 18:30 

Drama — Neighbours 

1 19:00 


1 19:15 

French Programme — 

; L’oeuf de Colomb 

19:30 

New s headlines 

• 19:35 

Quiz Show — You Bet 

• Your Life 

-20:00 


20:30 

Prism 

" 21:10 


i 22:00 

News in English 

22-JO 

...Feature film: “Across the 

; Tra:^" 


2L59 


i You Seine ServedT’ 

OOtiM) . 

........Lnd of TX 


! PRAYER TIMES 


SL Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel, 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4623541 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Skies will be partly cloudy dur- 
ing the day becoming relative- 
ly cool at night with a chance 
of scattered showers in the 
northern parts of the Kingdom, 
and winds northwesterly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, skies 
will be partly cloudy, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 


MinTMax. temp. 

Amman 05/15 

Aqaba 14/24 

Deserts 04/14 

Jordan Valley 13/23 


Dc WafiqQadduna 

Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy ... 
Al Asema pharmacy, 
Nairoukh pharmacy . 
Al Salam pharmacy .. 

Yacoub pharmacy ..... 
Shmeisani pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dc Gbazj Ta'anxneh 

Al Qnds pharmacy .... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. WafidNabhan . 
Khalifeh p harma cy 


790730 

3661912 

...778336 

.4637055 

.4623672 

4636730 

.4644945 

.4637660 

...S47632 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs..-...5661I01 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680 1 00 


Amal Hospital .5674155 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


ARRIVALS 


Govt. Hospital 


.250080 
I—) 


J. Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight In formation.. 44-53 200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport . 44-53200 


...995743 

...935417 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Hean and Spe- 


Yesieiday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15 Aqaba 25 Humidi- 


04:55- 

-....Fajr 

Deb Td. 5920146 

ty readings: .Amman 50 per cem. 

06:17 

— (Sunrise) Duha 

The Uniat* Catholic Church 

Aqaba 36 percent. 

12ti39 


TeL 4624757 


16:12 


The English-Language 


19:01 

Machreb 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 

USEFUL 

20:19 


Evangelical Free Church TeL 

TELEPHONE 



892679 

NUMBERS 

CHURCHES 

The Baptist Church TeL 




4628052 

NIGHT DUTY’ 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 

The Armenian Catholic 

AMMAN: 

Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 

Church 771331 

Dc KhafflAlTustuq ...757253 

Assemblies of God Church Tel. 


Dc Bahjat Bader 8326*2 

4632785 



Eh*. Nasser Ibrahim 830432 


Food Corarol Centre.....4637 1 1 1 
Qvil tfcfence Dcpanrao? _5661 i 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue - .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Poax 192 4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade .....4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police™ -.843402 

Traffic Police....... 896390 

Public Security Dcpx...~463032l 

Hotel Complaints.^ 25605800 

Price Compbinis ~566 1 i 76 

Vki»iSevoa^Ccfrc±sifc 897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 78711 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
rv assistance) ......121 


cialSurcay 5921199 
The LsIamJc. Ahffi ____5666131/7 
Hussein Medical CertreTeL 836813. 
856856 

Luanfla 4630195 


Zarqa 

.(09)983323 

National Hospital 
(09m«60 

Ibn Sina Hospital f09>9S6732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
roQtoortoon 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
-(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
(02i27' ,r 75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
-.(02)247100 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 -Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:00 Damascus (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) j 

07:15 Beirut (RJ) 


10i30 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10 JO .New Delhi (RJ) 

10J5 ........... Colombo (RJ) 


HKX) Frankfurt (RJ) | 

12:20 Milan, Brussels (RJ) 

1230 .Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

13:00 Paris 

(RJ) 

13:15 .Cairo (RJ) I 


AQABA: 

PHncess Hava 
(0313141 II 


Hospital 


Khalidi Maternity..... .464428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. .....4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ....2*669 1 3 1 

University Hospital ...S45S45 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 
Al-Bashir..-....„.... M „..775 111/26 

Army. Maria — 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel, 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(441 52700 or (44) 523250. 


) 

10-50 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

15:35 -New-Ywk,Ainstttdam(RJ) 

17:05 — Cairo (RJ) 

19:10 London, Berlin (RJ) 

20J0 ........ Frankfurt (RJ) 

23:59 . — Jang (add)(Rj) 

02:45 Madrid (add)(Rj) 

06:25 ...Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Fli gh ts 

13:00 - Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:10 Shariqah (AH) 

15:40 — -Doha (QRj 

16:00 Dubai (EK 1 

- —Paris (AF) 

20:25 — -Tel Aviv (LA) 

21:10 London (BA) 

21:4Q._ ......Beirut (ME) 

21:40 .Cairo (MS) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

43^35 — J-amaca(CY) 


13:20 ........ Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

14:00 London (RJ) 

21:10 Riyadh , Dhahr an (RJ) 

21:20 .Bombay (RD 

22:00 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RD 
01:30 —Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 

22:15 -.Jeddah (RJ) 

05 JO _ — Madrid (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06cI 5 Istanbul (TK) 

0750 Frankfort (LH) 

08:20 —__JLondop (BA) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

14:30 „ Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 Abu Dhabi (GB 


16. -00 — Annaba, Algiers (AH) 
16:30 —JDoha (QR) 


17:00 -Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

21:10 „ — Tel Aviv (LA) 

22:40 Cairo (MS) 


— u-araaca(cr) 

01:15 ..Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 
03.-00 Rome (AZ) 


02:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

OMH) RomeCAZ) 


Royal Wings fRW) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s Institute of Technology has 
developed a unique mine removal system that boasts a suc- 
cess rate of almost 100 per cent, the Technion said Thurs- 
day. The Technion’s “tool box" is a unique combination of 
components, combines and tractors installed on various 
attachments chosen to accommodate surrounding terrain 
and operated by remote control. The system, that has a 99.6 
per cent success rate, can clear anti-personnel mines or anti- 
tank mines found on the surface or buned up to 45 cm, a 
statement from the Technion said. “Mine clearing as h 
physical labour is dangerous and inefficient and will never 
enable removal of the milli ons of mines in the world,” said 
Gedalyabu Manor, who helped develop the system. “Th^» 
tool box we developed contributes to the international effort 
growing to deal with this difficult problem,” be added. 
There are an estimated 60 million to 100 million mines in 
the ground worldwide. J 


As a result Libyan compa- 
nies had been forced to turn 
to third parties to finance 
their imports, leading to an 
increase of more titan 15 per 
cent in the prices of imported 
goods, the document said 
In February, a similar docu- 
ment said Libya's transport 
sector had lost $378 milli on 
because of the embargo. 
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Joint chiefs 

chairman, 

U.S. general 

discuss 

regional 

-situation 


AMMAN (J.T.) ■ — The 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff of the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces. Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mirei 
Kaabneb, conferred Thurs- 
day with Lieutenant Gener- 
al Carl Franklin, head of 
the U.S. Central Air Com- 
mand. 

They reviewed the gener- 
al situation in the Middle 
East and discussed Jordan- 
ian-U.S. military coopera- 
tion, as well as issues of 
concern to the U.S. and the 
Jordanian armed forces. 

U.S. Ambassador Wesley 
Egan and the commander 
of the Jordanian Royal Air 
Force were also present at 
dbe meeting. 

The visit follows on the 
heels of the delivery of 
three F-16s, the last of a 
number of aircraft that 
Washington had promised 
to supply to help develop 
the Armed Forces. 

The planes came as part 
of the $215 million “Peace 
Falcon” programme, 
announced by former U.S. 
Secretary of Defence 
William Perry during his 
visit to the Kingdom last 
January. 

The Peace FalcoD pro- 
gramme includes 12 F-16A 
single-seat fighters, four F- 
16B fighters/trainers, and 
pilot training courses in the 
U.S. 



AMMAN 

| INTERNATIONAL THE- 
ATRE FESTIVAL 

[SATURDAY 

* Dramatic reading “Al 
Mutassif* at Osama Al 
Mashini Theatre, Abdali at 

6:00 pm. 

* Palestinian play “A 
Bridge for Ever” and 
Tunisian play “Othdlo" at 
die Royal Cultural Centre at 
730 pm and 9fl0 pm 
respectively. 

SUNDAY 

* Dramatic reading “Al 
jMutassif’ at Osama Al 
I Mashini Theatre, Abdali at 

1 6:00 pm 

* Closing ceremony: Musi- 

I cal conceit at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre, main theatre at 
9:00 pm 

FILMS 

* Spanish film “Behane- 
Ibros" (pt. IT) at Institute Cer- 
jvantes, JabaJ Amman at 5:00 
jp.m. 

* Cuban film "Hello Hem- 
ingway” (with subtitles in 
English; at Institute Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman cm 
Sunday April 5 at 5:00 pm 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Mohammad Al 

I Shammari at Rawaq AJ 
Balqa, Fuheis, until April 7. 

Exhibition of electrical 
equipment, home appliances, 
clothing, perfume, sweets 
(marking the advent of ‘Eid 
Al Adba) at the Unrvereity of 
Jordan, until April 7. 

Paintings on handmade 


paper at Nocr Al Hussein 
Foundation, off Wadi Saqra 
Sl (Tel. 5699141/2), until 
April 25. 

* “Modem Jordanian 
| Ceramics” by Raed Al 
i at Institute Cervantes, 
[jafeal Amman, until April 10. 

Wades by Jonianian artist 
Yousef Baddawi at Darat Al 
Fimun, Jabal Weibdeh until 
April 9 (TeL 4643251/2). 
Also displaying a private col- 
lection of Mamdouh Bisharat 
entitled “AMsion, An Identi- 
ty” and works by contempo- 
rary Arab artists — “The 
New Collection.” 



Abdullah Khatib, rapporteur of AJ Amal Centre Foundation Board of Trustees, and 
Michael Molloy, Canadian ambassador to Jordan, sign the agreement (Photo cour- 
tesy of Al Ra’i) 

Canadian embassy donates 
JD 15,000 to Al Amal for 
cancer awareness programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Canadian embassy and 
Al Amal Centre have 
signed an agreement 
under which the embassy 
will contribute JD 15,000 
to help fund a Public Ser- 
vice Announcement 
(PSA) project that Al 
Amal is planning to carry 
out. according to a press 
release from the hospital. 

The agreement was 
signed Thursday by 
Canadian ambassador 
Michael Molloy and 
Abdullah Khatib, rappor- 
teur of Al Amal Centre 
Foundation Board of 
Trustees. 

The PSAs are part of Al 
Antal's ongoing efforts 
to increase public aware- 
ness about cancer and 
educate people about the 
importance of early 
detection and its role in 


increasing the possibility 
of cure, which has now 
reached 90 per cent for 
some cancers when 
detected . early enough, 
the statement said. 

In this specific cam- 
paign. Al Amal will con- 
centrate on early detec- 
tion, especially of breast 
cancer, since this is the 
most prevalent type of 
cancer in Jordanian 
women and since it is 
usually diagnosed in later 
stages, it added. 

The Canadian embassy 
is supporting this project 
because of its concern for 
supporting women's 
issues, of which breast 
cancer has become a 
prominent one. Support- 
ing such awareness pro- 
jects will also help save 
many women and their 
families from emotional 


and economic burdens, 
since cancer discovered 
at an earlier stage usually 
needs less aggressive 
treatment, which means 
less disturbing side 
effects and reduced costs, 
the statement added. 

AJ Amal. which has 
been in operation for 
over a year now. is the 
first non-governmental, 
non-profit, specialised, 
comprehensive centre for 
cancer in Jordan and the 
region. Its services 
include screening and 
early deletion, accurate 
diagnosis, treatment- and 
physical and psycho- 
social rehabilitation, as 
well as public awareness 
and education on cancer 
prevention and control. 


Circassiaii folk dancing troupe 
to perform in Amman Sunday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A night of Circassian 
folk dancing will be held in Amman Sun- 
day al the Palace of Culture at Al Hussein 
Sport City, according to Mohammad Sami, 
the secretary of the preparatory commit- 
tee. 

The Naim ass folklore group from Adiga 
Republic of Russia will perform under the 
patronage of HRH Prince Ali. 


Dr. Sami said the dancers will present 
the Circassian story through known dances 
such as Qafa and Yeslameh. as well as 
other new dances. 

“Qafa is the slow dance that shows the 
nobility, grace and pride of these people,” 
said Dr. Sami. “Yeslameh the dance where 
knights compete to show their strength and 
ladies compete to show their softness." 


Red Crescent to present medal to King 


AMMAN (J.T. j — The gen- 
eral assembly of the Jordan 
National Red Crescent 
Society (JNRCSi has 
announced that it will pre- 
sent the Red Crescent 
Medal to His Majesty King 
Hussein in recognition of 
his continued support for 
the international Red Cres- 
cent and Red Cross soci- 
eties and his support for 
their humanitarian causes. 

The JNRCS. which cele- 
brates its 5Clth anniversary 


this year, took the decision 
at a general assembly meet- 
ing chaired by Mohammad 
Hadid, the society's presi- 
dent. 

During its meeting, the 
general assembly endorsed 
the 199S budget and 
reviewed an annual report 
on JNRCS activities in 
1997. 

A JNRCS report said invi- 
tations will be sent out to 
Red Crescent and Red 
Cross societies in the Arab 


World to attend the society’s 
celebrations, which will be 
held this year under Royal 
patronage. 

According to the general 
assembly report, the JNRCS 
will continue implementing 
projects by the society’s 
branches in the different 
govemorates. These pro- 
jects, the report noted, are 
designed to improve the 
health of needy people and 
provide medical services, 
particularly in the remote 


villages of southern Jordan. 
The programme entails dis- 
tributing medicine and vita- 
mins, conducting medical 
exams of children and car- 
rying out laboratory tests for 
patients free of charge. 

The report noted that the 
JNRCS will pursue efforts 
to establish a home for (he 
elderly, set up a plant to 
manufacture artificial limbs 
and go ahead with plans to 
cany out income-generating 
projects for needy families. 


Jordan, 
Germany 
hold talks on 
development 
cooperation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Negotia- 
tions on Jordanian-German 
development cooperation 
were held in Bonn last week, 
during which the German del- 
egation stated that Jordan will 
continue to receive high prior- 
ity. 

The talks took place 
between a Jordanian delega- 
tion headed by Minister of 
Planning Rima Khalaf and a 
delegation led by Fritz Fisch- 
er, director general at the Fed- 
eral Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment 

During their talks, both 
sides praised the excellent 
state of cooperation between 
both countries, according to a 
press release. Even though the 
total development budget of 
Germany had declined, the 
German side was able to 
increase its commitment to 
Jordan once more in 1998. 

The total amount commit- 
ted for 1998 is approximately 
JD25 million, of which 
approximately JD19.5 mil- 
lion falls within the frame- 
work-of financial cooperation. 
They will be used for projects 
in the sector- of water supply 
and sanitation, including the 
construction of a wastewater 
treatment plant in Irbid, the 
statement said. 

Priority projects in technical 
cooperation include water, 
wastewater. environment, 
institution building, private 
sector support, poverty allevi- 
ation and agriculture. Approx- 
imately JD55 million will be 
dedicated to projects in these 
sectors, the statement said. 


Pop artist transforms £ junk’ into reflection of reality 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan. Tones 

AMMAN — Items and materials that 
most .people consider ‘junk" present Pop 
artist Mohammad Shaman with an oppor- 
tunity to mirror the environment with his 
works of art. 

Ait has been a medium of expression for 
Mr. Shaman, 36, since his days as a child 
in Iraq, wben he would use water colours 
his father bought him to paint still life 
pieces. 

Later on in his early twenties, he began 
playing guitar but derided to complement 
his musical talent with “something tangi- 
ble.'' He adopted Pop art as a medium of 
expression. 

In his earliest works, he used engine 
parts and other industrial materials to 
express his view of the industrial reality 
around him in Iraq at that time. 

'“People like to touch smooth surfaces, 
which is why I used steel in my first 
attemp ts,'* Mr. Shaman said. 

In bis most recent Pop art efforts, which 
are on display at the Ruwaq Al Balqa 
Gallery beside Zuwadeh in Fuheis. Mr. 
Shaman has taken a “greener view” of life. 

In the works at Fuheis, be uses bio- 
degradable materials such as sackcloth. 


plywood and a mixture of white-powder 
gypsum and glue as a filler, which he lay- 
ers and then paints 'moodily” and arbi- 
trarily with water colours. 

“The environment is there around us, 
each and every day,” Mr. Shamari said 
“Since art is a reflation of reality, I have 
chosen to portray the effects of environ- 
ment with elements from the environ- 
ment itself.” 

The end product, which is given a coat 
of tar mixed in with kerosene for longevi- 
ty, is either burnt or showered with water 
depending on the effect that Mr. Shamari 
wants. 

“When I bum or shower something, I 
am attempting to give the whole work a 
s ease of unity.” he said 

The creation process can take between 
a week and ten days. In the majority of the 
cases, as with most artists, Mr. Shamari 
said he feels displeased with the end result 
and discards the work completely. 

Mr. Shamari then waits for “the right 
opportunity" to begin another work. “Each 
work is an expression of a mood that I 
experience.” 

Yet unlike most artists, Mr. Shamari does 
not feel that his works are an extension of 
himself. ’“Even if I truly admire a work that 
I create, I do not feel attached to it in any 
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One of the new pieces by Mohammad 
Shamari on display (Photo by Ahmed 
Naser) 

form or manner,” he stressed “Once I 
have completed a work. I immediately dis- 
own iL” 

The works have 1 "caught the eye” of 
Greater Amman Municipality Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi. who recently visited 
the exhibition and showed his interest in 
purchasing a number of these works, said 
Mr. Shamari. The exhibition wifi continue 
until Monday. 


Medical team announces death 
of five pilgrims in Saudi Arabia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
danian medical mission 
accompanying the pilgrims 
performing this year's hajj 
to Mecca~has reponed the 
death of five pilgrims from 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
lands occupied since 1948. 

It said the deceased 
include three Jordanians, 
died of natural causes, main- 
ly heart artacks or non-com- 
municable and chronic dis- 
eases. They were buried in 
Mecca and Medina, the two 
most sacred sites for Mus- 
lims, the team added. 

The mission's leader. Ja'a- 
far Hneiti. said the other pil- 
grims are in good health, 
adding that he has set up 
three medical centres in 
Mecca to proride any neces- 
sary medical assistance. 


Dr. Hneiti said most of the 
pilgrims that have called at 
these centres suffer from 
exhaustion, which he attrib- 
uted to walking long dis- 
tances. about 15 kilometres 
a day. in the course of per- 
forming the pilgrimage 
rites. 

Apart from the Jordanian 
pilgrims, the medical mis- 
sion has been providing 
medical assistance to pil- 
grims from Turkey, Pak- 
istan, Burma and India, 
among other nations. 

According to Dr. Hneiti, 
the mission has been closely 
cooperating with Saudi 
medical centres and has 
referred some cases to hos- 
pitals in Mecca. 

Dr. Huneiti’s deputy, 
Raja’i Fans, was quoted by 


the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, as saying that the 
team has been dealing with 
at least 1.250 persons per 
day from Jordan and other 
nations. 

Among the Jordanians 
performing this year's pil- 
grimage are Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minis- 
ter Jawad Anani, Minister of 
Social Development 

Mohammad Kheir Mamser, 
Minister of Education 
Mohammad Ham dan and 
Minister of Administrative 
Development Bassam 
Emoush. 

These officials, who 
arrived in Mecca Thursday 
with Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Sal am 
Abbadi. are guests of the 
Saudi government. 


Seminar opens with call for 
media to help bridge gaps 
between Arab, Western cultures 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Arab and 
Western media should play 
a "jpxger, role in bridging , 
the ” gap between" 1 arid ’ 
enhancing the understand- 
ing of each of the two cul- 
tures instead of reflecting 
negative, preconceived 
images. University of Jor- 
dan President Fawzi 
Gharaibeh told a seminar 
Friday. 

Speaking at the opening 
session of the three-day 
“Arabs and the West” sem- 
inar, Dr. Gharaibeh said 
the effects of technology 
and modern communica- 
tions have helped turn the 
world into a global village, 
which in turn demands far- 
ther understanding and 
cooperation based on 
improved media and cul- 
tural education. 

“In order to enter the 
next millennium on the 
basis of cooperation and 
respect, old preconceived 
moulds and misconcep- 
tions should be changed in 
all aspects, including those 
of political, economic, 
social and educational 
issues,” he said. 

The seminar, organised 
by the University of Jor- 
dan in cooperation with 
the Centre for the Study of 
Islam and Christian-Mus- 
lim Relations at Birming- 
ham University and the 
University Institute of the 
Onega y Gasset Founda- 
tion in Madrid, will be 
hosting researchers and 
participants from several 
Arab and European coun- 
tries. including the U.K., 
Spain. Sweden, Denmark, 
Switzerland, and Germany, 
as well as Lebanon. Qatar, 


Morocco, Tunisia and Jor- 
dan. 

According to chairperson 
of the organising commit- 
tee,^i^'Khasawfie'h! ' iW 1 
seminar, '.held un4er ;the 
patronage of His * Royal 1 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. aims at finding 
means of analysing the 
relationship between Arab 
and Western cultures and 
reaching a better concep- 
tion of the nature of mutu- 
al images. 

“Fixed negative images 
and stereotypes in both 
cultures impede farther 
development and have to 
be changed through behav- 
iour pattern studies and 
exchange of data," he said. 

Mr. Khasawneh added 
that the seminar will 
include studies given by 
representatives of both 
cultures on the role of their 
educational system, films, 
theatre, and the media in 
setting up a mechanism 
that will help diminish old 
misconceptions. 

“This seminar is the first 
step toward ensuring 
mutual respect and build- 
ing greater trust as well as 
establishing better cross- 
cultural relationships,” Mr. 
Khasaumeh said. 

Speaking on behalf of 
Prince Hassan, Kamel Abu 
Jaber. president of the 
Institute of Diplomacy, 
told participants that cul- 
ture barriers were the 
result of distorted images 
and ignorance and that 
awareness of the need to 
reform those images has 
risen from new demands 
for interdependence and 
co-exisrence. 

He said cultures must 
replace antagonism with 
partnership and coopera- 


tion, adding that widening 
the circle of dialogue on 
past events will help shape 
the days to come. 

He quoted' CroWri Prince 
Hassan, as saying that “the 
European understanding'of 
Arab Islamic culture is 
limited... therefore a new 
mutual language for dia- 
logue has to be reached." 

The seminar will also 
tackle issues pertaining to 
the image of Arabs in 
European schoolbooks, the 
challenges facing Muslim 
and European co-exis- 
tence. Islamic extremism 
and its impact on Wesrern 
images, the Middle East 
peace process as conveyed 
by Western media. Western 
images and attitudes 
towards Arabs and vice 
versa, cultural dialogue, 
and future hopes and 
expectations. 

In his address. Ramon 
Mestres, economic coun- 
sellor of the European 
Commission delegation in 
Jordan, said the EC sup- 
ports and follows a number 
of events relating to Islam 
and the West. Islam and 
Europe, as well as Europe 
and the Arab World. He 
said the “meetings of acad- 
emics, religious groups 
and related institutions are 
encouraged to help break 
down die prejudice and 
fanaticism born of a lack 
of knowledge and under- 
standing of the other.” 

‘To speak of Arabs, the 
West and media, and to 
found mechanisms for 
active cooperation and 
mutual understanding is no 
small challenge but it is a 
challenge well worth 
answering... we can start 
with respect and toler- 
ance.” he added. 
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By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Gobal Learning 
and Observing to Benefit toe Envi- 
ronment (GLOBE) programme 
recently concluded a three-day work- 
shop to train students and teachers on 
the need to protect nature. 

The workshop, which ended on 
Thursday, examined ways to deal 
effectively wife fee major aspects of 
natur e, incl nriing fee atmosphere, 
hydrology, soil and land coveubiolo- 
gy, according to Khuloud Tbeishai, 
GLOBE environmental and educa- 
tional consultant 

Under fee plan, students will learn 
how to observe the environment 
around them and conduct experi- 


ments that are interpreted according 
to a certain scientific manual written 
by American scientists and the 
National Aeronautical and Space 
Administration (NASA). 

The programme also aims at 
strengthening the relationship 
between local schools regarding 
environmental awareness. 

Tf toe teacher gets enough training, 
he/she will be the everlasting expat 
for students because his/her role is 
very essential," Ms. Tbeishar told the 
Jordan limes. 

“We are seeking to create a 
GLOBE network to cover all parts of 
toe Kingdom,” she added. 

The workshop's agenda included 
an introduction to GLOBE protocols, 
class exchanges and fieldwork, as 


well as an introduction io the role of 
computers and the Internet in helpin; 
preserve the environment 
•Tt is important to train participants 
how to use the Internet co enable 
them to send results on their experi- 
ments and research via the Internet to 
concerned universities and centres, 
such as NASA," said Ms. TbeishaL 
Jordan has 16 schools following 
GLOBE’S hands-on environmental 
science programme, which unites 
students, educators and scientists 
from around the world in studying 
the global environment 
Thirty-six teachers and 44 students 
from all Jordanian areas attended the 
seminar. 

“All these schools have been pro- 
vided with scientific laboratories and 


computers with access to the Internet 
donated by Global One, an Interna 
service provider," explained Ms. 
TbeishaL 

Deir Alla's Ma’adi secondary 
school in the Jordan Valley became 
the first school to send accurate land 
cover information to the University 
of New- Hampshire in the U.S.. said 
biology teacher Abdul Hafez 
Hawareth. 

"We successfully managed to 
establish a weather station in our 
school that allows us to take accurate 
readings of heat and other cliraare 
changes" Mr. Hawareth told the 
workshop. “We said our readings to 
NASA which compares them to its 
satellites' readings.” 

He said toe school was working on 


a project to replace an environmen- 
tally-harmful gas used for sterilising 
soil in the Jordan Valley with solar 
potver. 

Wijdan Abbadi, teacher at Fatimah 
Zahra secondary school in Maij Al 
Hammam. said her school has held 
many activities to implement 
GLOBE environmental protection 
programmes. 

"to our school we organise compe- 
titions to find the best solution for 
each environmental problem,” she 
said. “In addition, we recently started 
issuing a magazine that tries to treat 
such problems by focusing on toe 
points of view of both experts and 
people," 

Ma’adi school student Musa'b 
Manasir, 16, said be hoped to I cam a 


lot from the workshop. 

“After participating in GLOBE'S 
programmes, I found out that human 
beings are the most harmful power to 
the environment,” said Musa’b. 
‘Therefore, they have to immediate- 
ly start saving what can be saved” 
GLOBE last year signed an agree- 
ment wife toe Friends of toe Envi- 
ronment allowing the latter to work 
as Jordan's GLOBE coordinator. 

to the United States. GLOBE is 
administered by a federal team which 
includes the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, NASA 
the National Science Foundation, the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
and the Department of Education, 
working jointly with over 25 public 
and local organisations. 
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Hopes rise of Northern Ireland 


peace deal as deadline nears 


LONDON (AFP) — Hopes 
that Catholics and 
Protestants in Northern 
Ireland could strike a peace 
deal next week rose Friday 
after London and Dublin 
made progress on bridging 
their differences. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and his Irish counterpart 
Bertie Ahem made “some 
progress" in late-night talks 
Thursday in London on the 
thorny issue of north-south 
bodies to link Ulster with 
the Republic of Ireland. 
Irish sources said. 

With less than a week to 
go before the April 9 dead- 
line for an agreement set by 
talks chairman, former U.S. 
Senator George Mitchell, 
there was a mood of cau- 
tious optimism among 
negotiators that a peace deal 
is within their grasp. 

Gerry Adams, leader of 
the Sinn Fein political wing 
of the IRA, said: “I believe 
there can be agreement 
within this deadline and if 
by some chance we miss 
that deadline, then the 
agreement is still up there 
for grabs." 

“It’s my conviction that 
we will get an agreement ... 
The question is not if we 
will get it. the question is 
when we will eet it.” he told 
the BBC. 

Britain’s Northern Ireland 
Secretary, Mo Mowlam, for 
her part, said in a BBC 
interview that “progress is 
being made" and that a deal 
was possible by next 
Thursday “despite some of 
the headlines.’’ 

The Northern Ireland con- 
flict, which ignited in the 
summer of 1969 after 48 
years of peace, has claimed 
more than 3.200 lives. 

On one side, the Catholic 
nationalists ultimately want 
a united Ireland, while the 
Protestant unionists want 
nothing that threatens 
British rule. . . ...... 

Mr. Blair and Mr. Ahem 
met for about 40 minutes 
Thursday evening in a bid 


to bridge the gap which has 
built up between their gov- 
ernments on the key ques- 
tion of how much power the 
cross-border bodies should 
have. 

A three-hour discussion 
Wednesday night had ended 
in deadlock, with Mr. Ahem 
suggesting that the peace 
process could break down if 
Britain insisted on down- 
grading the bodies to mere 
“ad hoc chat show*.” 

The north-south link has 
proved most controversial 
of all the issues under nego- 
tiation as the peace talks 
approach their denouement 


after nearly two years. 

Both Dublin and national- 
ists are insisting that the 
cross-border institutions 
should have executive pow- 
ers for them to have any 
meaning. 

But the unionists are 
demanding that they have 
no such powers, which they 
see as an unacceptable dilu- 
tion of London's rule. 

The two leaders planned 
to meet again for the third 
time in 48 hours Friday on 
the margins of the Europe- 
Asia summit to try to thrash 
out an agreed position on 
the peace process. 


Fresh inquiry opens 
into ‘Bloody Sunday’ 


[LONDON (AFP) — A fresh inquiry opened Friday into the 
■*Bloody Sunday" massacre of 2*6 years ago, when 14 
Catholics on a civil rights march were killed by British sol- 
diers. 

In a symbolic gesture, the three judges charged with con- 
ducting the inquiry officially launched their investigations 
in Londonderry, site of the January 30. 1972, massacre that 
has proved an enduring thorn in the side of Anglo-Irish 
relations. 

The judges, from Britain, Canada and New Zealand, will 
jonly begin interviewing witnesses in the autumn, but 
Friday's formal opening was lent extra significance as all- 
jparty peace talks on the future of Northern Ireland entered 
a decisive phase. 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair agreed at the end of| 
January to order a fresh inquiry into the massacre, despite 
opposition from the army and Protestant loyalists. 

Even 26 years after the event. “Bloody Sunday’’ retains a 
prominent position in the collective memory of Ireland, 
north and south of the border. 

TH never be able to forget that day. The British Army 
had shot people who tried to escape and protect them- 
selves.” said Gerry Duddy, 41, whose 17-year-old brother 
was killed by a bullet in the back during the march. 

“It was a peaceful demonstration. Suddenly we heard fir- 
ing and everybody began to run for a cover” Mr. Duddy 
recalled. 

An official British inquiry immediately after the mas- 
sacre had concluded that the British soldiers had started 
shooting only after coming under fire themselves. 

Independent witnesses however claimed that none of the, 
victims had been armed and that the troops were not under| 
attack when they openecHire. 

“There never was a. provocation from our side,” Mr. 

Duddy said. ,r 

‘As far as 1 am concerned, 1 have no doubt that the army 
wanted to spread fear among the Catholics and issue a| 
warning in order to put an end to the troubles.” 


Mr. Blair and Mr. Ahern 
aim to give Mr. Mitchell 
their draft by the weekend, 
ideally for him to present 
with his version to the 
peace negotiators in Belfast. 

Any delay beyond 
Monday could place in 
jeopardy Thursday’s dead- 
line. Assuming an agree- 
ment is reached then, the 
proposed settlement would 
afterwards be put to refer- 
enda in both the north and 
south of Ireland on May 22. 

However, progress has 
been made on the other key 
aspect of the proposed deal 
under discussion, which 
envisages a semi- 
autonomous Northern 
Ireland remaining under 
British rule. 

Unionists seem to be pre- 
pared to share power within 
a new assembly, to allay 
Catholic concerns abour the 
in-built Protestant majority 
in the province. 

But the tension surround- 
ing the negotiations 
increased after Irish police 
discovered a huge car bomb 
on its way to Britain 
Thursday. 

Officers intercepted a car 
queuing to board a ferry to 
Wales, containing nearly 
455 kilos of explosives — a 
similar device to the mas- 
sive IRA bomb which dev- 
astated London's Canary 
Wharf business district in 
February 1996. 

Police sources said this 
was the first indication that 
extreme dissident Catholic 
groups opposed to the peace 
process were willing and 
able to start a bombing 
campaign on the British 
mainland in a bid to wreck 
the multi-party talks. 

Speculation on the 
bomb’s destination centred 
on the Aimree horse racing 
festival at Liverpool, where 
tiie Grand National will be 
held Saturday, and the 
AS EM-2 summit, of 25 
European and Asian nations 
which began in London 
Friday. 


French troops left Tutsis to be 


massacred by Hutus — report 


KIGALI (AFP) — French 
troops sent to Rwanda on 
a humanitarian mission 
ignored the pleas of 
wounded Tutsis. leaving 

1.000 people to be 
slaughtered by Hutu 
killers during the 1994 
genocide, a human rights 
group charged Friday. 

In a 1 1 1 -page report, the 
London-based African 
Rights group chronicled 
the role played by French 
marine commandos in 
allowing the massacre of 
emaciated Tutsis clinging 
to life in Bisesero, a hill- 
side hamlet in the west, 
saying they told the 
Tutsis they would return 
in three days. 

“The decision by the 
French soldiers to leave 

2.000 terrified people — 
begging for their help — 
was inexcusable.” it said. 

“The soldiers had vehi- 
cles. communication 
equipment and most 
important of all. they had 
arms,” the report 
explained. 

“Having been informed 
of the gravity of the situ- 
ation. it is difficult ro 
understand why they did 
noi leave some soldiers to 
protect the refugees while 
they sought reinforce- 
ments, or indeed to imag- 
ine why it took them 
three days to return given 
the size of the country." 

The Hutus killed close 
to . 50.000 people at 
Bisesero, according to the 
report. 

“Standing on the hills of 
Bisesero. it is impossible 
to deny the extent of the 
human suffering. 

"Even today, they are 
covered with skulls and 
bones. 

“Where cows once 
grazed and children 
played there are now, said 
one survivor, ‘bones in 
practically every comer 
of the village.’ 

“Human remains 


impossible to identify, or 
even to count accurately, 
are scattered irreverently 
and are occasionally 
trampled on by local peo- 
ple who conspired in the 
killings.” 

Rwanda, as every’ year, 
is currently observing a 
week of mourning to 
mark the start of the civil 
war. in which Hutus 
slauehtered between 

500.000 and 800.000 
men. women and children 
before being defeated by 
an army of rebel Tutsis 
raised in Uganda. 

The war was sparked by 
the death of Hutu presi- 
dent Juvenal 

Habyarimana when his 
plane was shot down over 
Kigali on April 6. 1994. 

The remains of Bisesero 
victims will be reburied 
— a ceremony that takes 
place at a different loca- 
tion each year — and a 
memorial will be erected 
there. 

African Rights said that 
at Bisesero, unusually, 
the Tutsis. native 
Abasesero. pygmoid Twa 
and even local Hutus put 
up “a well organised and 
brave resistance" with 
stones. clubs and 

machetes for around a 
month against their 

attackers, who were 

“armed to the teeth” and 
being paid financial 
incentives by business- 
men. moving in among 
them so that they could 
not shoot without hitting 
their colleagues. 

“When news of the 
refugees' resistance 
spread, it became a prin- 
ciple of almost national 
significance that they 
should all be killed " it 
said. 

“Some of the most ruth- 
less killers in the region 
and beyond were sum- 
moned to Bisesero to 
eliminate them," 

Eventually, the report 


said, the Hutus and Twa 
with the defenders defect- 
ed. and “the Twa hunted 
down surv ivors with their 
dogs.” 

According to the 
African Rights report, 
some of the survivors 
came out of hiding in 
Bisesero to plead for pro- 
tection from passing 
French troops, who were 
reportedly using leading 
members of the genocidal 
Hutu militia as guides. 

Citing eyewitness 
reports, the report said 
the French troops had 
refused to believe the 
Tutsis were in any imme- 
diate danger.' but 
promised to return to 
Bisesero in three days. 

By the time * they 
returned, around 1 .000 
Tutsis had been 
butchered. 

The report’s allegations 
are the latest in a series of 
accusations levelled at 
French troops and the 
French government over 
Rwanda, a former 
Belgian colony. 

The row has'prompted a 
French parliamentary 
inquiry, which began last 
month. 

Tuesday, the French 
daily Le Figaro reported 
that the French govern- 
ment received very clear 
warnings that large-scale 
massacres could occur in 
Rwanda almost four 
years before the 1994 
genocide. 

Le Figaro claimed that 
the policy of Paris at the 
time was strongly influ- 
enced by the personal ties 
between then French 
President Francois 
Mitterrand and 

Habyarimana. 

For Four years leading 
up to the genocide. 
France provided military 
training, technical assis- 
tance and large amounts 
of equipment to the then 
Hutu government army. 


Mexico 
expels two 
suspected 
ETA 
members 


MADRID (.AFP) — Two 
suspected members of 
the armed Basque sepa- 
ratist organisation ETA 
have been expelled from 
Mexico and were to 
arrive in Madrid Friday, 
the foreign ministry 
said. 

The two were detained 
Wednesday in the east- 
ern state of San Luis de 
Potos; and deponed for 
not having a residence 
permit, the ministry 
said. They were placed 
on a plane bound for 
Madrid. 

The ministry identified 
them as Mikel 
Extebarria Iztueta. 53. 
and Jesus Maria Lopez 
Gonzalez. 31. 

A ministry spokesman 
praised Mexico for help- 
ing Spain in its fight 
against Basque sepa- 
ratist terrorism. 

In November four sus- 
pected members of ETA 
were expelled from 
Mexico to Spain. 



Leading Chinese dissident. Xu YVenli. 54, is pictured in 
Beijing. Xu’s wife. He Xintong, reported that security 
police raided the couple's home on Friday, carting off 
Xu. his computer, letters and photographs (Reuters 
photo) 


Chinese dissident 
Xu Wenli arrested 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Chinese police Friday 
detained Xu Wenli. one 
of the key dissidents 
behind the "Democracy 
Wail” campaign of the 
1970s. his wife told AFP. 

Police searched their 
home and took away his 
computer and fax 
machine after examining 
his files, said the wife. He 
Xintong. Police filmed 
the raid, she added. 

She said police told her 
that 54-year-old Mr. Xu 
was being held under a 
“normal" procedure and 
that she would know after 
24 hours whether charges 
would be made. 

Another dissident. Qin 
Yongmin. said the deten- 
tion was “serious." Mr. 
Qin said Mr. Xu had 
always acted within the 
law. "Xu Wenli has 
always been a moderate 
dissident." said Mr. Qin. 

Mr. Qin highlighted 
how the detention came 
just after President Jiang 
Zemin had promised “the 
international community 
that China will respect 
universal human rights." 

Xu Wenli spent 12 
years in jail after taking 
part in the 1978-79 
Democracy Wall move- 
ment alongside Wei 
Jingsheng, who has since 
become a rival in rhe dis- 
sident movement. Mr. 
Wei was released from 
prison last November, 
after IS years, and went 
to the United States. 

Xu Wenli was briefly 
detained in February as 
he prepared to meet an 
American journalist in a 
Beijing restaurant. 

In March he took the 
Chinese authorities at 
their word after they said 
they would sign the U.N. 
Convention on Political 
and Civil Rights, calling 
on Beijing to allow him 
to set up a human rights 
organisation. There was 
no reply to his request. 


His arrest comes amid 
reports that pro-democra- 
cy activist Wang Dan 
would be released from 
jail before U.S. President 
Bill Clinton's first visit to 
China in late June. .... 

Mr. Wang’s mother said 
Friday she had no news 
on a reported deal and 
would be visiting her son 
in prison Saturday. 

“I’ve heard about that 
report in the New York 
Times about Wang Dan 
being released, but I 
haven't heard any news 
myself," Wang Lingvun 
said by telephone. 

“There have been no 
developments here, but 
we are travelling up to 
the prison in northeast 
China tomorrow to see 
Wang Dan." 

The New York Times 
reported Thursday that 
China and the United 
States had cut a deal over 
the release of Wang Dan. 
a student leader" who 
served four years in jail 
after the 1 989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre, and 
was arrested again in 
May 1995 for subversion 
and sentenced to 1 1 years 
in prison. 

The daily said Mr. 
Wang. 29. would be 
released for medical rea- 
sons and sent into exile 
before Mr. Clinton’s visit. 

Quoting senior offi- 
cials. it said the move 
was part of an agreement 
last month by which the 
United States would drop 
sponsorship of a United 
Nations resolution con- 
demning China's human 
rights policies. 

China's foreign min- 
istry has denied the 
report. 

“If you believe there is 
such an arrangement. I 
can tell you that there is 
no such arrangement 
between the two coun- 
tries." foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhu Banczao 
said. 


‘Flu could kill 2,000 in Australia’ 


MELBOURNE. Australia 
t APi — A deadly flu epi- 
demic which may hit 
Australia in July could 
kill up to 2.700 people. 
Health Minister Michael 
Wooldridge said Friday. 

Mr. Wooldridge said 3.5 
million people of the 
nation's total population 
of IS million could be 
affected by the “nasty" A- 
Sydney vims. 

It was first found in 
Sydney and Canberra last 


year and has caused 
severe flu outbreaks in 
North America. Japan and 
Hong Kong. 

He said those most at 
risk of contracting 
influenza were the elderly, 
asthmatics, those with 
chronic respiratory disor- 
ders. diabetes or chronic 
cardiac disorders. 

Aborigines and Torees 
Strait islanders. 

He said those in the at- 
risk categories would be 


immunised for free. 

“A lot of people die 
from flu: we want ro try 
and prevent that. It’s a bad 
one this year so there’s 
not a lot of time.” he said. 

World Health 

Organisation Deputy 
Director Alan Hampson 
said the flu would proba- 
bly hit Australia between 
July and September. 
However, the timing 
could vary with weather 
patterns, he said. 


Calculating the time 
left for investigation 


of the Clintons 


WASHINGTON (A?) — 
With the Paula Jones law- 
suit gone and time running 
out on his grand jury, inde- 
pendent prosecutor 

Kenneth Stair is pressing 
to wrap up his criminal 
investigation as an embold- 
ened White House steps up 
its attacks. 

Even Republicans, who 
would decide whether to 
launch an impeachment 
inquiry against President 
Bill Clinton, paid defer- 
ence to the magnitude of 
the Jones ruling. 

“Unless there is an open- 
and-shut-case. the kind 
which would result in a 
resignation, as happened 
with President Nixon, I do 
not think there ought be -an 
impeachment proceeding,” 
said Sen. Aden Specter. 

Mr. Clinton even got 
some kind words Thursday 
from House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich. "Bill Clinton has 
plenty of courage," Mr. 
Gingrich said in an inter- 
view taped by CNBC. 
“Anyone who’s taken the 
beating he has and stood up 
every morning has a lot of 
courage.” 

But" Gingrich said he 
thought the Jones case dis- 
missal would not afreet 
house preparations for pos- 
sible impeachment. 

The dismissal put Mr. 
Starr on the defensive. He 
went public to say that part 
of the reason his investiga- 
tion was taking so long was 
that witnesses in some 
instances were refusing to 
answer questions, resulting 
in lengthy court battles. 

Mr. Starr is investigating 
an alleged presidential 
affair and cover-up involv- 
ing former White House 
volunteer Monica 

.Lewi r^ky. _ 

. Prosecutors have been 

, looking into possible ; 

obstruction of justice in' 
their investigation of 
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s 
actions ar the Rose Law 
Firm in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, in the 1980s on 
behalf of a failing savings 
and loan owned by her 
business partner, Jim 
McDougal. Mr. Clinton 
was governor of Arkansas 
at the time. 

One of her law partners 


at the time, former 
Associate Attorney 

General Webster Hubbel], 
also has been under inves- 
tigation regarding pay- 
ments he received fronvtbe 
president's friends in 1994, 
when he faced possible 
indictment in Mr. Starr’s 
inquiry into the Clintons’ 
.land dealings in Arkansas. 

Prosecutors also were 
investigating whether the 
president may have lied 
about never having taken 
out a loan from Mr 
McDougal's savings and 
loan. 

Democrats tried to keep 
the pressure to end the 
probe. 

“Clearly Ken Stair is 
going to have to enter into 
an exit strategy,” said Sen. 
Robert Torricelli. 

Returning from a 12-day 
trip to Africa, the president 
basked in the absence of a 
sexual harassment lawsuit 
that has plagued him since 
1994. As he stepped off a 
helicopter late Thursday 
and walked up the South 
Lawn towards the White 
House. Mr. Clinton said: 
“This old place looks good. 
I’m glad to be home.” 

But Mr. Starr did not give 
Mr. Clinton mnch of a wel- 
come, calling the presi- 
dent's top aide in for ques- 
tioning at the U.S. coun- 
house earlier in the day. 
Mr. Clinton's chief of staff, 
Erskine Bowles, said many 
of the prosecutors’ ques- 
tions in his grand jury' 
appearance focused on 
“what goes on at the White 
House." 

In an extended exchange 
with reporters outside Ms 
home in McLean, Virginia, 
Mr. Starr said the judge's 
decision Wednesday 
throwing out Mrs. Jetties’ 
lawsuit did not weaken his 
investigation. 

Mr. Stair also said the 
part of his investigation in 
Arkansas was “coming to a 
very important juncture.’’ 
The grand jury that has 
been meeting for two years 
expires next month. Mr. 
Starr could seek to empan- 
el a new one, but Mat 
would entail prolonging 
the Arkansas part of his 
investigation. 
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Paedophile who sparked 
royal commission jailed 
for sex offences 
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SYDNEY (AFP) — A 
self-confessed paedophile 
whose information to 
police led to a royal com- 
mission investigating 
child sex abuse was jailed 
Friday for a minimum nine 
years for offences against 
boys. 

Colin Fisk. 49. pleaded 
guilty’ to 24 charges dating 
to 1975 — including inde- 
cent assault and homosex- 
ual intercourse. 

His conviction came as 
Australia's Attorney- 
General Daryl Williams 
raid parliament that more 
than 1,800 suspected pae- 
dophiles are now under 
watch by police as part of 
a national crackdown on 
child sex abuse. 

Williams said 1.854 sus- 
pects are being watched 
under a project codenamed 
Mandrake set up in 1994 
and growing at the rate of 
450 a year. “Some are con- 
victed paedophiles, but the 
majority are suspects, to 
varying degrees," he said. 

He said the federal 
police, with the coopera- 
tion of state police, moni- 
tored overseas travel by 
suspected paedophiles and 
investigated the use of the 
Internet to transmit child 
pornography. 

“The Commonwealth 
government remains con- 
cerned about Australians 
who engage in paedophile 
activity overseas and is 
working closely with other 
countries to discourage 
such activity,” he said. 

Fisk alleged in a statuto- 
ry declaration, tabled in 


the New South Wales 
Legislative Assembly in 
December 1994, that 
police had protected well- 
known people who were 
paedophiles. 

The declaration led to a 
paedophile reference 
being added to the terms 
of a royal commission into 
police corruption. 

The royal commission 
reported last August that 
generations of Australian 
children had suffered 
enormous harm as police 
and authorities turned a 
blind eye to sex abuse by 
clergymen, church offi- 
cials and teachers. 

The report, by Supreme 
Court judge James Wood, 
slammed years of neglect 
and under-funding of child 
protection services which 
he said pointed over- 
whelmingly to the need 
for a new approach to the 
care and protection of 
children. 

Judge David Shilling 1011 
told the District Court here 
that Fisk’s victims wcre 
three boys, all aged 13 or 
14, from dysfunctional 
families. One of them 
deaf, and Fisk had used 
alcohol and marijuana w 
achieve his desires. 

“It would be hard w 
exaggerate the potential 
ill-effects on young boys 
of this type of phyri<*l 
abuse,” the judge sai°- 
‘Their lives have been - 
changed and degraded by 
your conduct.” . . 

Fisk had claimed be b 8 ” 
the consent of the boys 
parents. 
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Mexican 
general 
arrested in 
Chiapas 
massacre 


MEXICO CITY (R) — A 
Mexican army general was 
arrested Thursday for alleged- 
ly failing to intervene to stop a 
December massacre of 45 
Indians in southern Chiapas 
stale by paramiHtaiy gunmen, 
authorities said Thursday. 

Gen. Julio Cesar Santiago 
Diaz, the highest ranking offi- 
cer to be arrested in connec- 
tion with the killings, was act- 
ing chief of staff of Chiapas’ 
state police at the time of the 
Dec. 22 massacre and had 
taken a leave of absence from 
the army. 

Prosecutors charged him 
with foiling to stop the killings 
even though he was near the 
town of Acteal where they 
took, place and heard shots 
being fired by gunmen, the 
attorney general’s office said 
in a statement late Thursday. 

“Santiago Diaz, together 
with other police agents under 
his command, were standing 
on the road next to Acteal cm 
Dec. 22 and heard sporadic 
shooting and machmegun fire, 
but did not intervene or seek 
help" the statement said. 

The general, who was sent 
to investigate reports of trou- 
ble in the town, instead took 
shelter in die village school 
and reported to his superiors 
that every thing was normal, 
the statement said. 

Twenty-one women, same 
of them pregnant, 15 dnldren I 
and nine men were killed in 
cold blood by piOnruling party 

paramilitaries in the massacre 

of alleged supporters of 
Chiapas' leftist Zapatista guer- 
rillas , ■ • ■ . L 

The massacre shocked foe 
world and rocked Mexico’s 
political system, forcing foe 
resignation of the powerful 
Federal Interior Minister 
Emilio ChuayfFet and the gov- , 
enior of Chiapas. Officials 
said Thursday foe army had 
turned over one of its soldiers, | 
private Mariano Perez, to fed- | 
eral prosecutors for his sus- 
pected role in training and 
delivering an AK-47 automat- 
ic rifle to the paramilitaries. 

More than 100 people have 
been arrested in the case so fee, 
but the two military men are 
the first serving members of 
the army charged with links to 
the crime. 

The arrest was sure to fuel 
allegations by Mexican oppo- 
sition parties thai state offi- 
cials of President Ernesto 
Zedillo's ruling Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI) 
supported paramilitaries and 
helped plan the killings. 

Mexico’s stato-nm human 
rights agency has said that 
local officials at the very least 
turned a blind eye to reports 
the massacre was going to 
happen and to news later that 
tbe killing had begun. 

Mexico’s poorest state. 
Chiapas has been wrecked 
with violence for decades. An 
uprising by pro-Indian 
Zapatista rebels in early 1994 
claimed some 145 lives, and 
hundreds more people have 
died since then despite a truce 
between the guerrillas and the 
government 

Opposition lawmakers 
warned the situation in the 
state was sliding towards fresh 
bloodshed Thursday as both 
the government and a church- 
led group charged with negoti- 
ating peace stepped up an 
angry war of words. 

‘Tt would be relf-destructive 
and terrible for foe govem- 
ment to bet on radicalising this 
conflict,” said Juan Marcos 
Gutierrez, a federal senator 
from the conservative 
National Action Party. 

The interior ministry 
accused tbe National 
Intermediation Commission 
(CONAI) and its leader: 
Bishop Samuel Ruiz, of siding 

with foe rebels and “promot- 
ing foreign interference” in 

Chiap as 

Dining a homily in Chiapas, 
the controversial bishop said 
the government was whipping 
up adlmate of hate in foe state 
and warned his supporters that 
some of tns dioceses’ church- 
es in the area could soon be 
closed by foe array. 



Russian prime minister vote 
delayed, battle still looms 


Coretta Scott King, wife of slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. wipes her 
eyes after speaking during a press conference in front of her husband's crypt with son 
Dexter King- With the 30th anniversary of the slaying, observed today, Mrs. King 
stated she and her family would like to meet with President Clinton to* discuss new 
evidence and were seeking some ‘semblance of closure 1 (Reuters photo) 

U.S. marks 30th anniversary of 
Martin Luther King’s assassination 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— The United States 
Saturday commemorates 
the 30th anniversary of 
the death of legendary 
civil rights leader and 
Nobel Peace prize winner 
Martin Luther King. 

Around the country. 
King's assassination on 
April 4, 1968, is remem- 
bered in religious cere- 
monies. vigils, and gath- 
erings of all sorts. In 
Memphis, Tennessee, 
where King met his fate 
on a motel balcony, a ver- 
itable pilgrimage was 
being organised to the 
final places visited by the 
father of America’s 
movement for racial 
equality. 

The ceremonies will be 
attended by veterans of 
the civil rights strife of 
the 1960s, including the 
Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
U.S. emissary for the pro- 
motion of democracy in 
Africa’ whowasat King’s 
side when he was shot. 

King’s widow, Coretta 
Scott King, and the cou- 
ple’s four children, 
Martin Luther King HI, 
Dexter. Bernice, and 
Yolanda will also be pre- 
sent. 

Billed by its organisers 
as a gathering of “indi- 
viduals of goodwill from 
all walks of life,” the pil- 
grimage to Memphis 
seeks “to remember the 
man, to reflect on the 
message and to recommit 
to the ideals which 
remain pivotal in the 
ongoing fight for equali- 
ty" 

The life and works of 
the man who spearheaded 


the civil rights movement 
and led the biggest march 
for racial equality from 
Selma, Alabama, to the 
nation’s capital, will also 
be the object of discus- 
sions in several forums 
on the sidelines of the 
official ceremonies. 

In that historic march 
on Washington in 1963, 
Martin Luther King 
spoke movingly of his 
dream of a racially united 
nation. Thanks to King 
and his non-violent strug- 
gle, Congress finally 
approved the Civil Rights 
Act in 1964 — the year 
King was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize — and 
then the Voting Rights 
Act a year later. 

The man the FBI once 
called the “most danger- 
ous Negro to the future in 
this nation'* is the only 
black American whose 
birthday is a national hol- 
iday — celebrated on a 
Monday in January. 

King's preachings of 
non-violence would be 
the focus of a seminary 
boasting the presence of 
Aran Gandhi, a grandson 
of Mahatma Gandhi, 
India’s great indepen- 
dence hero and apostle of 
non-violence who was 
assassinated in 1948 by a 
Hindu fundamentalist, a 
few months after the end 
of British colonial rule. 

And in the oral tradition 
of America’s black 
churches, several preach- 
ers would take the stand, 
including Reverend 
Gardner Taylor who is 
one of the country's most 
renowned black orators. 

A multitudinous march 


down the main streets of 
Memphis and a vigil at 
the murder site, the 
Lorraine Motel which is 
now' a civil rights muse- 
um. will close the com- 
memoration of an event 
that 30 years ago shocked 
the entire nation. 

On April 4, 1968, 

Reverend Martin Luther 
King. 39, was shot in the 
head on the first floor of 
the Lorraine Motel in 
central Memphis, where 
he had come to support a 
strike of trash collectors. 

When news of his 
assassination broke out. 
black America reacted 
with an explosion of vio- 
lence. Washington, 
Detroit, Chicago. 

Cincinnati, Kansas City 
and dozens other cities 
were engulfed in riots, in 
which more than 40 peo- 
ple were killed. 

For several days the 
looting, robbery and 

arson went on unabated. 
In some cities, like 

Washington, the violence 
left indelible scars. 

King's assassin. James 
Earl Ray, a hardened 
criminal who fled a 
Missouri prison, was 

arrested in June of 1968. 
He was tried, convicted 
and sentenced to 99 years 
behind bars. 

Today, at a sickly 69, 
Ray maintains he is inno- 
cent. He was met in 
prison last year by Martin 
Luther King’s son Dexter, 
who is calling for a retrial 
of his father’s alleged 


U.S. editors question reasons behind 
printing controversial photos 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Two migrant workers, 
potbellies exposed, wait 
for men in white space 
suits to hose them down 
and wash dangerous pes- 
ticides off their bodies. 

Do you run the photo- 
graph in tomorrow’s 
paper? What if the two 
presumably Hispanic 
men bad been a pair of 
white women — what 
then? 

The questions were 
posed to a panel of jour- 
nalists Thursday at the 
American Society of 
Newspaper Editors con- 
vention at a discussion 
entitled, “Photography 
and Privacy After 
Princess Diana.” 

“After her death, no 
skunk smelled quite as 
bad as the paparazzi did,” 
said programme modera- 
tor Ken Auletta, a media 
critic for The New Yorker 
magazine. 

Panel members dis- 
cussed just where editors 
should draw the line 
between a public’s right 
to know and a person’s 
right to privacy. 

Reviewing a series of 
photos — some of which 
were never printed — 
they talked about the dis- 
cretion heeded to decide 
which photos make it into 
print 

Among the most con- 


troversial: pictures taken 
during a funeral or other 
moment of grief' and 
those snapped when the 
subject may not be aware 
of the camera. 

For the most part pan- 
ellists said, pictures cap- 
tured in public places are 
fair game. 

But there are exceptions 
— such as the photo of a 
4-year-old boy bounding 
out of a church door. 
Only days earlier, the boy 
had* found his father's 
loaded gun and shot his 
2-year-old brother to 
death. 

Kenneth Irby of the 
Poynter Institute for 
Media Studies said the 
picture made a powerful 
statement but printing it 
in a newspaper would be 
insensitive. He said he 
could imagine the child 
several years later, when 
he was old enough to 
realise what he had done, 
looking at the picture in 
horror. 

Jennie Buckner, editor 
of The Charlotte 
Observer, agreed that 
running the photo would 
only enrage readers. She 
said that, as a mother, if 
she had seen such a pic- 
ture she would have 
thought: “This is a cal- 
lous newspaper. This is a 
paper that has no heart.” 
The photo never made it 


into the newspaper. 

Neither did one of a 
grief-stricken father and 
uncle, one of whom held 
the lifeless hand of a 
teen-age girl struck and 
killed by a vehicle as she 
zigzagged between cars. 
The rest of the girl’s body 
was covered by a white 
sheet 

Mr. Buckner said the 
photo held no news value. 

“It’s something we hap- 
pened upon, dramatic . but 
a private moment," she 
said. 

In the photo of the 
migrant workers, panel- 
lists said they agreed with 
the decision by tbe 
California paper to ran 
the picture. While some 
had concerns about 
whether it implied a 
racial bias, all agreed that 
the issue depicted by the 
picture — the safety of 
migrant workers — was 
important. 

“I do feel like there’s a 
news story here," Mr. 
Buckner said. 

Iain Calder, editor 
emeritus of the National 
Inquirer, questioned what 
effect the photo would 
have had if the two sub- 
jects were people other 
than migrant workers. 

“It's hard for me to 
believe that they would 
have run it if they were 
socialites," he said. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
Communist-led parliament 
accepted an olive branch 
from Boris Yeltsin and, with 
a bit of constitutional con- 
juring. put off Friday’s con- 
firmation debate on foe 
president's youthful nomi- 
nee for prime minister. 

Gennady Seleznyov, foe 
Communist speaker, told 
foe state Duma lower cham- 
ber that a new date for its 
hearing on "Sergei 
Kiriyenko's appointment 
would be set Tuesday, after 
“roundtable" talks between 
Mr. Yeltsin and political 
leaders. 

Mr. Yeltsin. 67, had 
offered the talks during 
meetings outside Moscow 
Thursday with Mr. 
Seleznyov, foe upper house 
speaker and Mr. Kiriyenko. 
He also offered to listen to 
foe opposition's ideas on 
the line-up of foe govern- 
ment. 

Those talks, and the post- 
ponement of foe Duma 
debate, have averted an 
immediate showdown. But 
foe battle lines are still 
drawn up for next week. 

Communist Party' leader 
Gennady Zyuganov said 
Thursday he would still 
reject Mr. Kiriyenko on foe 
grounds foe 35-year-old 
energy minister lacked 
experience and would not 
alter foe free market poli- 

Up to 40 
drown 
after barge 
collision 
in Congo 

KINSHASA (AFP) — Nearly 
40 people drowned after two 
overcrowded barges collided 
and one of them sank in the 
river Kasai in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, a newspa- 
per said Friday. 

The accident occurred 
Monday about 200 kilometres 
northeast of Kinshasa at the 
point where foe Kasai flows 
into the river Congo, Le 
Potentiel reported. 

One of foe two vessels, 
which were packed with pas- 
sengers and goods, sank after 
foe collision with around 60 
passengers and crew aboard. 

.Around 20 people were 
fished out of the water. 

The newspaper blamed cor- 
rupt check-point officials for 
tbe overcrowding of the 
barges. 

"Instead of checking tbe 
weight and contents of the 
goods, these officials prefer to 
line their pockets by imposing 
taxes set at two million new 
zaires." (around S20). railed 
Le PotentieL 

The newspaper said there 
were ai least nine check-points 
between Kinshasa and 
Kwamouth, where the acci- 
dent occurred . 

At each of these, at least five 
different checks are carried 
out, continued Le Potentiel. 

Tbe Democratic Republic of 
Congo relies heavily on its 
river transportation system due 
to a poor road network. 

Barges are frequently used 
for passenger transport and for 
ferrying supplies around the 
country and to the capital 
But tbe vessels are often in 
disrepair and are overcrowded. 


cies of his sacked predeces- 
sor. Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

The prolonged battle of 
wills between Mr. Yeltsin 
and foe Duma has raised 
concerns that economic 
reforms could be held up. 

But liberal Finance 
Minister Mikhail Zadornov, 
one of a handful of Mr. 
Chernomyrdin’s key minis- 
ters so far reappointed by 
Mr. Yeltsin, stressed that 
fiscal rigour would be 
maintained and said a new 
credit deal with foe IMF 
was almost ready. 

“The agreement will be 
signed next week." he told 
Reuters. 

International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Managing 
Director Michel Camdessus 
expressed similar confi- 
dence Thursday. 

Agreeing an economic 
programme with Moscow 
for 1998 and early 1999 
will pave foe way for foe 
next S670 million tranche 
under foe IMF's three-year. 
S9.2-billion credit line to 
Russia. 

Under foe constitution, 
foe Duma should have 
debated Mr. Kiriyenko’s 
nomination by Friday to 
meet a one-week deadline 
from foe date Mr. Yeltsin 
informed foe house of his 
choice. 

However, foe president 
simply sent a new formal 


notification to foe house 
Friday, replacing foe earlier 
one and effectively extend- 
ing foe deadline to next 
Friday, April 10. 

Senior parliamentarians 
said the debate was now 
almost certain to take place 
next Friday, a day after 
planned national protest 
actions organised by trade 
unions and left-wing parties 
to draw attention to mount- 
ing wage arrears. 

Mr. Yeltsin criticised Mr. 
Chernomyrdin for that 
problem when he sacked 
foe veteran premier and foe 
rest of foe government on 
March 23. Mr. Kiriyenko 
has offered an “honest" 
appraisal of foe last govern- 
ment’s performance when 
he finally faces foe Duma. 

Mr. Yeltsin is under no 
obligation to act on foe 
views expressed by parry 
leaders, trade unionists and 
others at Tuesday's round 
table. But by offering to lis- 
ten. he clearly hopes to 
draw foe sting of foe oppo- 
sition in order to finally get 
his own way. 

If foe Duma rejects foe 
president's nominee three 
times then foe constitution 
requires parliamentary elec- 
tions, which otherwise are 
not due until December 
1999. Mr. Yeltsin has 
warned he will not hesitate 
to dissolve the Duma if it 


rejects Mr. Kiriyenko three 
times. 

The Communists, who are 
the biggest party in parlia- 
ment but are short of a 
majority, say they are still 
ready to defy Mr. Kiriyenko 
and fight early Duma elec- 
tions if needed. 

Bui with all eyes on the 
June 2000 presidential elec- 
tion. for which Mr. 
Chernomyrdin received Mr. 
Yeltsin's somewhat luke- 
warm endorsement this 
week, neither foe Kremlin 
nor the Communists seem 
keen on an early Duma poll. 

In bis weekly radio 
address Friday. Mr. Yeltsin 
urged Russians to pay their 
taxes — foe deadline for fil- 
ing returns was this week. 

Poor tax collection has 
been a thorn in foe side of 
successive governments. It 
has exacerbated problems 
in paying state sector work- 
ers, such as teachers, doc- 
tors and soldiers, and raised 
concerns among lenders 
like foe IMF. 

"Somebody may think, in 
foe old Russian way, ‘per- 
haps it will pass me by. they 
won't catch me', but our tax 
police are quickly gaining 
experience,” Mr. Yeltsin 
warned. 

“When a majority of peo- 
ple pay their taxes Russia 
will become a truly 
civilised country.'’ he said. 


Independence is best solution 
for Kosovo, Rugova says 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Independence is 
“foe best solution" for foe 
troubles of southern 
Serbian province of 
Kosovo, foe leader of its 
ethnic Albanians, Ibrahim 
Rugova. said Friday. 

“Negotiations on foe 
Kosovo problem should he 
held with foe mediation of a 
third party, but foe best 
solution is foe indepen- 
dence for which Albanians 
voted in an (unofficial) 
1991 referendum," Rugova 
told reporters in foe Kosovo 
capital Pristina. 

Mr. Rugova. wfoo heads 
foe Kosovo Democratic 
league (LDK), the main 
Albanian party in foe 
province, said a proposal 
by Belgrade to hold a refer- 
endum on whether there 
should be international 
mediation in Kosovo was 
“not serious.” 

“The proposal for a refer- 
endum is not serious and it 
is aimed at blocking solu- 
tion of foe Kosovo issue as 
proposed by foe interna- 
tional community," Mr. 
Rugova said. 

Kosovo Albanians have 
been demanding interna- 
tional mediation for talks 
with Belgrade, but this has 
been rejected so far by foe 
Yugoslav and Serb leader- 
ship, on the basis that 
Kosovo’s problems are an 
internal affair. 

In an attempt to obtain 
popular approval for such a 
position, Yugoslav 

President Slobodan 

Milosevic has now' pro- 
posed a referendum in 
which foe people of Serbia 
would decide if foe “partic- 
ipation of foreign represen- 
tatives in solving problems 
in Kosovo" is acceptable or 
not. 

In an effort to pressure 
Belgrade to start talks with 
the Albanian community 
over foe future status of 


Kosovo, foe U.N. Security 
Council earlier this week 
voted for an arms embargo 
on Yugoslavia. 

In Belgrade meanwhile, 
Russfrm - sources' said 
Russian First Deputy 

Foreign Minister-. 1 . Igor 

Ivanov, who arrived in foe 
city Thursday, might meet 
Milosevic. 

■ Top Russian officials 
might also meet Serbian 
president Milan 

Milutinovic and Yugoslav 
Foreign Minister Zivadin 
Jovanovic. they said. 

Since his arrival, the pres- 
ence of Ivanov has been 
kept very discreet 

Friday, foe Yugoslav for- 
eign ministry said it had no 
information on Mr. 
Ivanov’s programme. The 
Russian embassy could also 
not cast any light on foe 


visit saying only that Mr. 
Ivanov will meet “Yugoslav 
and Serb officials." 

An embassy spokesman 
explained Mr. Ivanov's 
11 visit was'toTSe a “working” 
one and “brief’. 

By midday - Friday* 'foe 
Yugoslav state new r s agency 
had still not mentioned Mr. 
Ivanov's arrival. 

His visit comes three days 
after Russia voted in the 
Security Council for an 
arms embargo on 
Yugoslavia over foe 
Kosovo crisis. 

Before foe vote. Belgrade 
bad called on Moscow', 
which it sees as friendly 
towards foe southern Slavs, 
to block any resolution 
against Yugoslavia by using 
its veto in foe Security 
Council. 


NATO head slams 
Kosovo referendum idea 

SOFIA (AFP) — NATO Secretary-General Javier Solana 
slammed Friday a proposal by Belgrade for a referendum 
on international mediation over Kosovo as a “manoeuvre" 
to stall for time. 

“My reaction to that proposal is very negative," he said 
in Sofia of foe proposal by Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic. “This is a manoeuvre to waste time and 
increase a risk of conflict." 

“We think this is just another mistake by President 
Milosevic.” he added. 

Mr. Solana reiterated the threat of further measures 
against Belgrade if it does not act. “I am sure foe interna- 
tional community will have an appropriate answer if things 
do not move in foe right direction," he said. 

Mr. Milosevic proposed foe referendum Thursday, to 
decide if there should be international mediation in ending 
the crisis in foe southern Serbian province of Kosovo, in a 
bid to buttress his persistent rejection of such moves. 

Tbe move was almost immediately supported by Serbian 
President Milan Milutinovic and hardline Vice-Premier 
Vojislav Seselj, but criticised by Kosovo Albanians, who 
make up 90 per cent of foe province's population. They 
have demanded international mediation. 

An aide to Kosovo Albanian leader fbrahim Rugova said 
foe move was an attempt to “prevent" a dialogue between 
Belgrade and ethnic Albanians. Such a referendum “will be 
a pure manipulation. and an obstruction by Serbs,” said 
Fehmi Agani. 


Senate committee passes bill raising 
visa number for skilled foreigners 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
senate committee has 
approved legislation 

increasing the number of 
visas available for high- 
skilled foreign workers. 

On a 12-6 vote Thursday, 
foe Senate Judiciary 
Committee approved legis- 
lation introduced weeks ago 
in response to computer and 
technology industry com- 
plaints that foe current visa 


quota will be hit as early as 
May, four months before foe 
end of the fiscal year. 

The bill, sponsored by 
Sen. Spencer Abraham, 
chairman of judiciary's 
immigration subcommittee, 
w-ould raise the visa ceiling 
from foe current 65.000 
annual limit to a maximum 
115.000 for each of foe next 
five years. 

Last year, for foe first 


time, the demand for “H- 
18" visas — which entitle 
high-skilled workers to 
remain in foe United Stares 
for up to six years — out- 
paced availability. 

Computer companies con- 
tend foe shortage of avail- 
able talent will dampen their 
industry’s explosive growth. 

Mr. Abraham warned that 
some companies may relo- 
cate overseas if foev cannot 


find the necessary talent in 
this connin'. 

Seeking to address 
Democratic complaints. Mr. 
Abraham abandoned his 
earlier push for a permanent 
increase in the visa category 
and added some teeth to lan- 
guage designed to ensure 
that U.S. workers are not 
replaced by foreign workers 
willing to work for lower 
wages. 
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Cause worth fighting for 

THE PRINCESS Basma Women’s 
Resources Centre will soon launch another 
campaign to address violence against 
women, especially the so-called honour 
crimes. According to the centre’s director, 
the new programme of action will be based 
on an integrated approach comprising sev- 
eral dimensions, including policy, education 
and legal reform. In cooperation with the 
Jordanian National Committee for Women, 
the centre will examine in-depth the heavy 
toll that the ominous phenomenon of hon- 
our crimes is taking on the lives of women, 
many still recognised as children under the 
Convention on the Rights of Children. 

The plight of women in Jordan is no dif- 
ferent from the plight of other women in the 
Middle East. Archaic traditions, erroneous 
interpretation of the Sharia and public and 
official indifference have all contributed to 
the current status of women in society. All 
efforts to remove most if not all of the ele- 
ments of discrimination against women 
have failed, despite the fact that Jordan has 
ratified many human rights conventions 
that call for equal treatment of the two sexes 
in everyway. 

There are aspects of the lingering discrim- 
ination against women which may take a 
long time before being resolved, such as 
equal right to inheritance. But there^are 
many unjustified, discriminatory laws and 
practices stiU.in existence 'that should be 
lifted immediately. In this context we can 
cite the right of women to travel and to pass 
on citizenship to their children, which 
should be placed on a par with the rights of 
men. 

As for honour crimes, they must be the 
most dishonourable thing that our society 
still tolerates. Even the court system indi- 
rectly “lends support*" to the commission of 
these crimes by handing down light sen- 
tences against murders of girls in the name 
of ‘‘honour." The fact that we have now sev- 
eral non-governmental organisations strug- 
gling for women’s rights on many fronts 
makes us more optimistic about the future. 

It is going to be an uphill battle all the way 
but the first few steps have been taken 
thanks to organisations such as the Princess 
Basma Women’s Resources Centre and the 
National Committee for Women with the 
blessing of the leadership in the country. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Arab AJ Yawm’s Saleh QaJIab said Israel has timed 
the announcement of its decision to withdraw from 
souLhem Lebanon to coincide with the return of Dennis 
Ross to Washington empty handed from his latest mis- 
sion in the Middle East in order to escape U.S. pressure 
on to comply with rhe requirements of peace and to 
show the world that Israel is inclined towards making 
peace with its neighbours. Furthermore. Israel wanted 
to divert world attention from the situation in the occu- 
pied Palestinian lands where die Israelis continue their 
illegal measures and their defiance of the world com- 
munity and disregard U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions. according to the writer. He said Benvamin 
Netanyahu perhaps aimed at causing divisions between 
Beirut and Damascus by declaring Israel's intention to 
withdraw from southern Lebanon because he knew that 
the Syrians would object to the proposal while the 
Lebanese might accept it. Israel’s announcement about 
withdrawing from southern Lebanon is insincere, said 
the writer, stressing that it is designed to serve only its 
own interests. 

AI Ra’i’s Samir Habashneh said the world nowadays 
understands the language of interests and business. And 
ail nations steer their foreign policies in the direction of 
their national interests. The Arab countries have an 
interest in securing the end of Israel's occupation of 
Arab territories and they have steered their foreign poli- 
cies accordingly, he said. The Europeans and the 
Americans who "have influence on Israel are at the same 
time linked to the Arab World in numerous ways and 
have business and trade connections with the Arabs 
annually worth tens of billions of dollars, noted the 
writer. The Arab countries are therefore in a position to 
use their trade as a trump card in their dealings with the 
Europeans and the Americans employing all their 
efforts to pressure these countries to fore Israel to com- 
ply with U.N. resolutions, the writer suggested. Since 
the Europeans and the Americans have huge interests in 
the .Arab World, they can be made to realise that such 
relationship demand's from them to try to appease their 
partners by helping them to live in peace and security 
which is a vital factor for the sustainability of trade and 
development. 


Syria holds on to her aces 


ISRAEL’S FORMAL acceptance of United Nations 
Security Council resolution 425 fools no one as a 
magnanimous gesture from a neighbour to another. 

It has been known for the past decade that Israel 
was looking for a face-saving formula to end its dis- 
astrous presence in southern Lebanon- The quest 
became intense as Israeli casualties mounted, 
whether as a result of resistance attacks or other 
causes. The helicopter crash in 1996 in which more 
than 70 Israeli soldiers were killed while on their 
way to south Lebanon galvanized Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu into intensified action reflect- 
ed in his focused effort to secure legitimacy and 
acceptance for his “Lebanon-first" option. 

But Syria, the main power-broker in Lebanon — 
its “backyard" — refused the bait. President Hafez 
Al Assad could not be expected to accept the Israeli 
offer. That would cause him to forfeit the ace with 
which he periodically reminds Israel that piecemeal 
solutions excluding Syria are but non-starters for 
comprehensive and all-embracing peace in the 
Middle East. 

The Syrian position that peace for Israel in return 
for nothing less than a package deal of total Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan Heights as well as 
southern Lebanon was indeed strengthened with the 
signing of the Israeli-Jordanian peace treaty in 
1994. That treaty left Syria mainly and Lebanon as 
the two remaining adversaries of Israel. The next 
natural target of the Israeli campaign to neutralise 
its Arab adversaries one after another was Lebanon, 
but the heavy Syrian influence in Lebanese affairs 
preempted the Israeli quest. 

There are indeed several considerations behind the 
decision by the Israeli cabinet to accept resolution 
425 of 1978, which calls for unconditional Israeli 
withdrawal from southern Lebanon, but none of 
them is rooted in a desire to have good and neigh- 
bourly relations with Lebanon. It has to be seen in 


strictly military terras which highlight that the con- 
tinued occupation of the so-called “security zone” 
in southern Lebanon through its own army and its 
client militia, the South Lebanon Army, was proving 
too costly for Israel. It may be an exaggeration to 
say that the Hiz bo 11 ah -led resistance inflicted more 
military casualties on Israel than the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) before the PLO was 
driven out of Lebanon in 1983. But there cannot be 
any denial that Hizbollah tactics, perhaps indeed 
handed down by Palestinian commandos, made a 
larger dent in Israel’s self-assumed confidence and 
invincibility than that caused by the PLO. 

The sudden Israeli willingness to withdraw from 
Lebanon without a formal peace treaty with Beirut 
in return for “security guarantees" should be seen 
against the consistent Israeli rejection of earlier 
Lebanese offers to deploy the Lebanese army in the 
border area if the Israeli army were to quit the fron- 
tier occupation zone. What Israel is willing to settle 
for was offered in the past by Lebanon, which is 
now totally unlikely to renew the offer if only 
because of Israel's need to cut its losses and run. 

The active resistance against the Israeli occupa- 
tion of south Lebanon using guerrilla tactics and 
unconventional strategies (including the “donkey 
bombs" that Hizbollah exploded at Israeli check- 
points in south Lebanon), has cut heavily into the 
morale of the Israeli army, which would be more 
comfonable in fighting its way into Beirut in a mat- 
ter of days as it did in 1982. That explains why 
Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai. a 
career soldier, spearheaded the concerted push that 
led to the Israeli cabinet's decision to accept resolu- 
tion 425. 

The Lebanese rejection of any negotiations with 
Israel on “security arrangements" on the border in 
return for an Israeli withdrawal from the area was a 
natural expectation. After all. why should Beirut 


afford any face-saving formula for Israel, whose 
need to withdraw from Lebanese territory is more 
pressing than that of Lebanon’s? But there would 
be no actual winner in the eventuality of an Israeli 
departure from Lebanon except the Lebanese them- 
selves. And that does not fit within or reconcile with 
the Syrian psyche at the current moment. 

Apart from the rhetoric of victory that Israel was 
forced into unconditionally withdrawing from occu- 
pied territory. Syria would be losing a high card to 
indirectly press its demand for an Israeli pullout 
from the Golan Heights. As such, trust Damascus to 
make an Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon as humil- 
iating as possible and to insist that no Israeli- 
Lebanese peace treaty is possible without an Israeli- 
Syrian peace deal to match it based on the return of 
the Golan to Syrian sovereignty. 

Obviously more mindful of the situation, 
Washington has adopted a careful approach by 
asserting that Israel i-Lebanese discussions would 
be “useful.” At the same time, the Israeli decision, 
which came one day after U.S. troubleshooter 
Dennis Ross left his failed mission to rekindle the 
Israeli -Palestinian negotiations, also seemed to 
have been timed to take the bite out of Washington’s 
disappointment over Israeli intransigence that is 
behind the deadlock in the peace process. But we all 
are too aware that an Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon is not the key to comprehensive peace in 
the region. Comprehensive peace requires a funda- 
mental change in Israel’s approach based on its ill- 
founded belief its security would come through the 
barrel of a gun and not through well-negotiated 
peace agreements based on justice and international 
legitimacy that respect the right of everyone to exist 
in peace, security and stability. Those fundamental 
principles should not be confined to Lebanese or 
Syrians or Jordanians, but are the right of the 
Palestinians as well. 


Target practice in the USA 


By G wynne Dyer 

“...THE BOY had recently been instructed 
in pop-up target shooting by his father...." 

“...Surprisingly, perhaps, the standard 
explanation after such multiple shootings — 
that the young perpetrators were influenced 
by films, television, or violent video games 
— has been heard less than on previous 
occasions...." 

A couple of phrases from the saturation 
media coverage of the schoolyard massacre 
in Jonesboro. Arkansas two weeks ago have 
stuck in my mind. They show how~ people 
turn stupid when confronted with murder- 
ous violence — as if they had a psycholog- 
ical need to make the reasons more mysteri- 
ous titan they actually are. 

This was the bloodiest school massacre 
yet. and the killers, at 11 and 13 years old. 
were the youngest yet. But it is the fourth 
time in five months that American kids have 
opened up on their classmates with semi- 
automatic weapons, and all the schools 
involved were not in big cities, but in small 
southern towns. 

So let us ask ourselves, in puzzled tones: 
Could it be significant that this part of the 
United States, the lower Mississippi Valley, 
is one of the areas where the survivalists 
and the paramilitary militias are most 
numerous and paranoid? 

Gosh, that’s a tough one. but here's a clue. 
Andrew- Golden and Mitchell Johnson 
dressed in camouflage gear before commit- 
ting their murders. Their getaway van. apart 
from seven guns and 3.000 rounds of 


ammunition (all stolen from Golden's 
grandfather l. contained camouflage netting, 
a crossbow, hunting knives, prepacked food 
— all the survivalist paraphernalia. 

'God, Guns and Guts Made America 
Great. Let's Keep .All Three.’ reads a 
bumper sticker in these parts. Could this be 
another clue? 

The relationship between fundamentalist 
Christianity and political paranoia in the 
‘Bible ' Belt' of the United States is hardly 
invisible, but there’s a taboo against talking 
about it. (And we shouldn’t mention the 
relationship between fundamentalist Islam. 
Judaism or Hinduism and the propensity to 
carry out massacres either, for fear of 
annoying other devout people.) Let's just 
ponder, instead, the notion that guns make 
.America great. 

Half the households in the U.S. contain no 
guns at ail — but the other half contain an 
average of 4.5 guns each. Golden's grandfa- 
ther is not a freak: it's quite normal to have 
a platoon's worth of guns and ammunition 
in your house. 

Now here's a hard one. Could there be any 
connection between the fact that there are 
approximately two long guns and one hand- 
gun around for every American man. 
woman and child, and the fact that around 
40.000 Americans a year die from gunshot 
wounds and another 100.000 are wounded? 
(This is about the same toll, every year, as 
total .American casualties in the Vietnam 
war over a decade, i 

Well, the National Rifle Association says 
there is no connection, and thev should 


know. (The best cartoon about Jonesboro 
shows an NRA spokesman explaining that 
“if the other children had been armed and 
trained to return fire, they would still be 
alive") 

To be fair to the NRA, it’s perfectly true 
that it isn’t guns that kill people. ‘People kill 
people.’ In Switzerland, where the universal 
lifetime obligation for military reserve ser- 
vice means that there is a fully functional 
submachine-gun locked away 'iri almost 
every household, ‘people’- hardly, ever, .kill . 
each other. : • r ! 

“We have 6.5 million people and around 7 
million guns in Switzerland," said Frank 
Leutenegger. a gun lobbyist from Lausanne, 
in 1996. “We had just 65 deaths with 
firearms last year — the lowest murder rate 
in Europe, if not the world.” So culture 
does have something to do with it: the Swiss 
are safe with guns, Americans are not. But 
the same fascination with violence that 
makes Americans the people most in need 
of gun control makes them the least likely to 
get it — and since culture changes only 
slowly. Americans will go on blowing each 
other away with guns at an industrial rate 
for at least another generation. 

Nothing can be done about that, but this 
business of kids massacring kids is new. 
Perhaps something can be done about that. 
What really got my anention was the fact 
that Andrew Golden had been instructed in 
shooting pop-up targets by his father. 

This is a military training technique, for 
God’s sake. It was devised specifically to 
desensitise soldiers so that they will kill 


other human beings without hesitation. 

By a sad coincidence, the American sol- 
dier who knows most about training people 
to kill. Colonel David Grossman, has been 
living in Jonesboro for the past couple of 
years, teaching at Arkansas State 
University. Years ago he began investigat- 
ing post-combat trauma in Vietnam veter- 
ans, and found that a huge amount of it is 
due to their unresolved guilt about killing 
people — even though these soldiers had 
•been trainedto kill by theaimj: ■ 

It is a deliberate training process, for the 
military discovered 50 years ago that most 
soldiers will not kill, even in combat, unless 
you directly address the issue in previous 
training. Then Grossman realised that these 
same techniques — extreme fantasy vio- 
lence as a means of desensitisation, and the 
laying down of reflex pathways that bypass 
conscious control (like shooting at pop-up 
targets) have become rampant in American 
popular entertainment: films, video games, 
and even gun clubs. 

They don't turn every civilian kid into a 
killer, but they can tip marginal personali- 
ties over the edge. It's all in bis book, ‘On 
Killing,' which made it into the best-seller 
lists when it came out in 1995. Yet nobody 
took action on his insights then, and they're 
unlikely to do so now. 

Unless you pretend that this is all such a 
mysterious phenomenon that nothing can be 
done about it. you would have to take on 
some of the central shibboleths - of American 
culture. 


‘With Sharif assassination, Israeli intransigence, hope for peace dwindles’ 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 

LAST WEEK local newspaper 
commentaries focused on the 
violence triggered by the Israeli 
govern menfm the occupied Arab 
lands through the assassination 
of a prominent Hamas leader, the 
Middle East question and 
Jordanian domestic affairs. 

AI Arab Al Yawm's Taher 
Adwan demanded that the world 
community protect the 
Palestinian people from Israel's 
crimes and the assassination of 
Palestinian leaders. Referring to 
the assassination of Mohieddin 
Sharif, a prominent Hamas 
leader, and Israel's open threats 
against Khaled Misha' al. the 
writer said, it is clear that Israel is 
threatening the lives of the 
Palestinian people as its troops 
continue their attacks on the 
Palestinian civilians. The Mossad 
wasted no time in actuating its 
threats against Hamas — made 
explicit in Israeli Infrastructure 
Minister .Ariel Sharon's recent 
statements, said the writer. But 
by killing Sharif. Israel has trig- 
gered a new wave of violence 
that would serve Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's objective 
of ruining the peace process, he 
added. In light of lost week's 
assassination. Adwan said, no 
one can blame the Palestinian 
National Authority for the deteri- 
orating security situation because 
it is clear that Israel is the perpe- 
trator of continued violence 
whenever the situation appears to 


calm and invite a peaceful settle- 
ment to the .Arab- Israeli conflict. 

Al Ra'i's Sultan Hanab said the 
assassination of Sharif shows 
that the Israeli society’s future is 
steered by the Mossad and the 
other intelligence services which 
have now triggered a new cycle 
of violence with last week's 
crime. The Mossad seems unaf- 
fected by nor is it concerned with 
the peace process and the ques- 
tion of stability in the Middle 
East and it seems that this agency 
is bent only on serving Zionism's 

objectives through any form or 

manner with total disregard for 
international law. Hanab said. 
Israel, which has been accusing 
the Palestine National Council of 
shirking its responsibility and of 
failure to ensure security and sta- 
bility. is itself fuelling the situa- 
tion through its crimes. Sharif 
will not be "the last Hamas leaders 
to be targeted by the Mossad. 
Netan> ahu and Sharon. The 
Middle East will continue to face 
a dark future as long as such 
Israeli crimes continue. 

After British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook's visit to the Middle 
East. U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan relumed lo New 
York from his own trip to the 
region empty handed, unable to 
persuade Israel to respect U.N. 
resolutions and the importance of 
taking steps that could lead to a 
lasting peace, according to 
Mohammad Jayousi, a writer for 
Al Dustour. The secretary gener- 
al did not only fail in reviving the 
israeli-Palestinian talks but "also 


failed to bring about an Israeli 
withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon as provided for in 
Security Council Resolution 425. 
said the writer. It is true that 
Annan emphasised at a press 
conference upon winding up his 
visit to the region that the 
Security Council resolutions are 
based on the principle of swap- 
ping land for peace, but the sec- 
retary general achieved no 
progress towards this end 
because his hands are tied and 
because Israel has shown its 
intransigence, said the writer. 
Nothing seems to be deterring 
Israel from directing insults at or 
showing disrespect to world dig- 
nitaries and world community 
derisions, and nothing can stop 
the Israeli leaders from commit- 
ting atrocities as long as this pol- 
icy senes Zionist purposes, con- 
cluded the writer. 


THE WEEK 
IN PRINT 


Al Dustour 's Oreib Rintawi 
said U.S. officials have tried in 
vain to cover up for Dennis Ross' 
failure in his recent bid to revive 
the peace process by claiming 
that some progress was made as a 
result of the recent talks which 


Ross conducted with Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders. It is clear that 
Washington, which excluded the 
Europeans from the peace 
process and which prevented any 
one from blaming Israel for the 
deadlock in the peace process, 
has proved to be impotent in the 
face of Israel's intransigence, 
hence a total failure for Ross, 
said Rintawi. No matter what 
Washington does or says from 
now- on. it has no credibility 
among the Arab masses, accord- 
ing to the writer who called for 
an all-out Arab effort to exert 
pressure on Washington to 
enforce its own plan on the 
Israeli government over the ques- 
tion of Israeli withdrawals from 
the West Bank so as to revitalise 
the peace process. He said the 
Palestinians should undertake a 
realistic approach and try to 
involve the Europeans and other 
ponies in this issue and thev 
should be backed in such endeav- 
our by a united Arab front if 
peace is to be achieved. 

Al Arab Al Yawm's Daoud 
Qameh said Israel’s defiance of 
the world and its U.S.-backed 
intransigent position with regard 
to peace sends a clear message to 
those Arabs who still dream of 
peace with the Jewish state. It is 
clear for the Arabs and the world 
at large that Israel is the only 
country in the Middle East that 
has no fixed borders because it 
continues to expand at the 
expense of the Arab lands, that it 
is the only country in the world 
that does not respect internation- 


al laws, that it is the permanent 
enemy that tries to strip the Arabs 
of their weapons and their intrin- 
sic power to defend themselves 
from aggression and that it is the 
only country in the world that 
escapes retribution for its actions, 
said the writer. Therefore, he 
concluded, the Arabs should 
realise that the Madrid confer- 
ence, the Camp David meeting 
and the Oslo accords can by no 
means put a halt to Israel’s lust 
f OT war and greed for further 
acquisition of Arab territory. 

Al Dustour's Mohammad 
Ibrahim Daoud criticised the 
government’s stance with regard 
to its ownership of equity in local 
dailies at a time when it 
announces day and night that it 
wants to privatise most of the 
country’s public institutions. 
Everybody knows that the Social 
Security Corporation (SSCj a 
government run organisation 
subject to rules governing the 
various state’s institutions and 
therefore there is no justification , 
or _ truth in the government’s 
claims that it is not a government 
entity, he said. The writer said the 
government’s ownership of 
major shares in the daily newspa- 
pers is designed as a means to 
impose hegemony on the media- 
The government seems to be 
intent on interfering in the media 
affairs and it does not want to sell 
g* shares in AI Ra’i and Al 
Dustour dailies because it clearly 
intends to lower the ceiling of 
press freedoms, charged the 
writer. 
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Circassians: A determined people I A fear of historical repetition: 


. By Aslan Bek Misost 


ACCORDING TO legend, when 
God was creating the earth he car- 
ried all the mountains in a bag in 
order to distribute them across the 
land. The devil, seeing his chance, 
slit a hole in the bottom of the bag 
and all the mountains fell in one 
area between the Black Sea and 
Caspian. So God made that land the 
one place in the world where the 
devil would not be able to penetrate 
and make its people evil, since life 
would be hard enough for them as it 
is. 

The Caucasus is described by 
many visitors as Eden itself, with 
warm, rich lowlands followed by 
majestic forests and alpine pastures, 
abundant rivers and lakes, superim- 
posed by eternally snow capped 
peaks. These are the Frosty Cauca- 
sus of which Shakespeare sang, and 
which dwarf the Alps. Mount 
Elbrus; the highest mountain in 
Europe, where legend has it, 
between its two peaks the ark rested 
on its way to Ararat. Kazbek, where 
Promestheus was chained, known in 
Ancient Greek legend as the land of 
the Golden Fleece. The land of 
fables and dr eams from which Tol- 
stoy, Lermontov and Pushkin drew 
their inspiration. 

It is from these mountains that the 
Circassians come, known in their 
own language as the Adigas, or 
noble people, famous for their beau- 
ty. symmetry of form, horseman- 
ship, longevity and perfect manners. 

The Circassians are an ancient 
race, composed of twelve tribes, 
who have been dwelling in the 
mountains of the North Caucasus 
and along the Black Sea coast since 
time immemorial. Many would-be 
invaders had found them a terrible 
foe: Roman legions, Attila, Gengish 
Khan. Arabs, Tamerlane and the 
Persians who called the Caucasus 
Sedi Iskender, or the barrier of 
Alexander. The mighty conqueror 
had set out to possess the world and 
met his first check here. Having 
never been conquered, the Circas- 
sians have managed to preserve 
their ancient culture without outside 
influence up until the time of the 
invasion which began in the 
^iaie l&ti r centu$ and which flatbed / 
into a tembfojwax which lasted, .over 
100 years. '••••' 

The Circassians, freedom loving 


and bold, had fought desperately 
and fiercely, earning themselves 
legendary status and respect 
throughout Europe and the Middle 
East. For 100 years they held all the 
might of the Tsars’ armies at bay 
preventing them from colonial 
expansion and the long cherished 
Russian dream of an overland route 
to India. It was said that one Cir- 
cassian is worth ten of anyone else, 
and their struggle is best described 
by the great Russian poet Mikhael 
Lermontov who wrote in the times 
of the Russo-Caucasian wars: “Cir- 
cassian treasure rueful dreams, Cir- 
cassian hearth is their supreme, but 
freedom, freedom for the man is 
more than peace and Motherland.” 

The war lasted until 1864 resulting 
in the death of over half the entire 
Circassian population, and the two 
great powers of the time Russia and 
Turkey collaborated to cause the 
forced migration of over half the 
entire remaining population to the 
Ottoman Empire. Russia wanted the 
Circassian lands for its emancipated 
peasants, and Turkey needed fresh 
blood for its armies in the Balkans. 
The Circassian expulsion was the 
largest mass exodus in modem times 
and another third of them perished 
along the way from disease and star- 
vation. It is estimated that if not for 
the war Circassians today would 
number over 25 million or more 
instead of less than 5 million spread 
out in countries all over the world. 

Yet wherever the Circassians went 
they contributed tremendously to 
the countries that they now live in. 
They were the first people to settle 
in and revive modem Amman. 
When Prince, later King Abdullah 
arrived in Transjordan they wel- 
comed him, and during a rebellion 
in the early days of the Emirate they 
camped around his palace to protect 
him and were then given the honour 
of being the King's personal guards. 
Nowadays they can still be seen 
guarding the palaces and Royal 
Court in their fabulous and Roman- 


tic costumes. 

The Circassians have served in 
every government and military 
office and are well-known for their 
honesty, and loyalty. Today the 100 
thousand Circassians form an inte- 
gral part- of : Jordan! aii society, and •< 
.’Jhave i fared, much.. better .ib an, .their ... 
brethren in Turkey, Syria and the 
Caucasus, thanks to the cultural tol- 


erance of the Jordanian monarchy 
and people. 

The Circassians practised civilised 
behaviour at a time when Europeans 
were still cave dwellers. Their cul- 
ture is extremely rich in poetry’, 
myth, legend, song, dance and 
music. Their social structure is gov- 
erned by the "Adiga Khabza,” or 
Circassian etiquetie, a set of unwrit- 
ten rules which emphasise perfect 
manners. hospitality. honesty, 
chivalry and respect for elders. They 
esteem rheir woman and grant them 
full public freedom and they never 
practice polygamy or marry anyone 
even distantly related to them as all 
Circassian relatives and neighbours 
are considered brothers and sisters. 
Indeed the Circassians’ greatest 
achievement has been a perfection 
of their own culture. 

Nonetheless Circassians are find- 
ing it increasingly hard to preserve 
their culture, traditions and lan- 
guage and since to advertise their 
plight would be considered shame- 
ful, they are facing widespread 
assimilation. The ancient Circassian 
proverb “he who loses his homeland 
loses all,” rings haunringly in the 
ears of those Circassians who strug- 
gle to maintain themselves. Many of 
the younger generation no longer 
care about their cultural heritage, 
considered one of the most romantic 
and beautiful in human history, sim- 
ply because, “he who does not know 
his history or language cares not 
about his future.” 

The Circassian Nation is like an 
old man dwelling on the memories 
and dreams of yesterdays. Neverthe- 
less, with the collapse of Commu- 
nism, the great advances in commu- 
nication technology, and widespread 
recognition of human rights, Circas- 
sians now have the chance to 
achieve a social and cultural rebirth, 
expand their links with their 
brethren in the Caucasus and the 
diaspora, which would also benefit 
the countries in which they live and 
be recognised and known once again 
to the world for what they are, a 
beautiful aud romantic people 
whose only wish is to revive and 
maintain their culture, speak their 
language and live in freedom, peace 
and happiness. 


The Saturday Crossword 


By Annabel Michaels, Williamsburg, Virginia 


ACROSS 
1 Tap* hom 
6 Layarad pavement 
13 Map odocttons 

20 RuWmt capital of 
the world 

21 Wafcway ofthe 
Southwest 

22 Leak stopper 
23 -Secondary 

locations 
25 Outofths . 
Quinary 


25 Yin's counterpart 
27 Scottish Oaafic 


27 Scottish Oaafic 

28 Pen&bnate Greek 
. letter . 

30 -First name ot 980 

31 Mquity 

32 One: prel 

33 Mora frequently 

37 Exchange 

38 Negatively 
charged atoms 

40 Genealogical 
chart 

43 *_ Gotta Be Me" 

44 Prepare to drtve a 
golf betl 

45 Netxfe 

46 Opened, as 
sneakers 

48 Samson's undoer 

GO Accuse a public 
official 

52 Roadside 
purchase 

55 Perplexing 
problem 

58 Hfartteum 

81 Gtif of the Ionian 
Sea 

63 Auboffonois on 
"Star Trek: Deep 
Space Nine’ 


64 Fairy-tale 
monsters 

65 French school 

66 Add muscle 

68 Homemade brick 

70 Court proceecfings 

71 Broadcasting 

72 Joyce Carol 

74 Taam cheer 

76 Piece of Puodnl 
. 77 Titles 
78 Nawl vacations 

82 Susan of T-A. 
Law* 

83 Snobbery- 
85 Cooperative 

agreement 

87 Erie Stanley 

89 More chipper 
81 Strongman of 
myth 

85 Gredustiy slower. 
In music abbr. 

96 TApper" star 
89 Mysterious 
100 Does wrong 

102 American botanist 

103 Writer Thn . 

104 AFL-_ 

105 Touches against 

107 tai cocktail 

108 Pre school lesson 

110 Chautfeur<triven 
wheels 

111 Riviere resort - 
114 Sport a restful 

night 
11B liwta 

119 FUIasice 

120 Poofys creator 

121 Consider benaath 
contempt 

122 Maul and 
Manhattan 

123 _ on (victimizes) 
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DOWN 

1 landed tots 

2 Kiev's country 

3 Mon's mom 

4 Extended 

5 Bus, letter abbt * 

8 New Zealand 
native 

7 London ataL 
B Coffee shop ' 

9 FrtendJn Franoe 

10 Mo. waiter begins 

11 Withal* • 

12 *Aha Lincoln In. 
ubimb «ar . 

13 Sffly billy 

14- Aston nofthy: 

15 Zhhagofe love- . 

17 

18 tnecribe , . 

is Soaked . 

24 Famate fc*. 

29 $ from aptotic 

32 Dismantle fnortfea 
joints 

33 Nebraska city 
34- Repair - 

35 Becomes violently 
acd» 

38 Actor Aubetjomis 
38 African- Me 

40 lhre»4inw 
Hasten wimar 

41 Jal_ . . . 


.42 One who brings 
joy 

45 Encircle with a 
belt 

47 Gum arabic tree 

48 Part of a bow 

50 Conoomlng 

51 Leader of 94 0 

52 Lbrevflta's country 

53 Sports venue 


54 . Liner luggage 

56 Hangman's knot 

57 CIA of Russia 
-59. KuWa's Mend 
80 Repeat oneself 
62 A*w» from home 

67 BearUks. 

68 Smafi particle 
89 Gennan article 
70 Ntttf 

72 Egyptian god 

73 Contented sighs 

74 Gave a score. 

75 State categorically 
78 Director Mervyn 

80 Mother of Ares 

81 Actor Kaseh 
84 Brain tissue 

86 And so forth: abbr. 

87 Lubricated 


90 New Deal ogcy. 

82 BaS of comedy 

93 Payment to an sk 

94 Comic threesome 
87 Gridfock 

98 1992 Wimbledon 
winner 

89 City on die Irtysh 

101 Landing area 
103 Corrosive 
sitestances 
106 Partial prefix 

108 Business tetter 

abbr. 

109 Used leeches 

110 Den 

112 Jan. and Dec. 

113 FuBotsuft 
115 Conger* catch 
118 Green veggie 
117 Sovsreipi: abbr. 


□GUnElQB QQDEIQDa OHEIIIH 

□anaoaD □□raaQna □□□□□ 

HQQDOHQQCIGlDanQn BOIIOQ 
OHQ QDBHLl ni 3 Q □OBOBD 
□□ay □Dm Htona yaciQonQ 
nnons tDQDaauaaDQ eiqq 
HQQBHDa QQQ QQEinEia 

QQBHQa ntHDEQ BQHO 

oohc QSHQBaciaaa eeeihb 

□ □□□ □□□ □□□£! FHJDLIun 

□□□□□□a □onnaon 

□anaQD anna □□□ noas 
□□□□□ HnnQOBnHmn 0000 
□□□□ anDHEi QBnnBQ 

nmnam □□□ aaaciBna 
ebd nnnnncimnao hhgejd 
aonanan □□□a □□□ □□qq 
□□□ana any □□□□□ ano 
nnano QaQaBnQaayonDHn 
QQ00Q aaoaano □□anono 
□aaoa aoBHoao qbbhheih 


field 

89 Utters pfemhig 
cries 


the case of Russia 


The North Caucasus and the Interests of 
Russia 

By P.M. Ivanov 
Alpha Publishing 
Moscow, Nalchik 1997 


The writer. is d Jordanian researcher., 
in ■ Circassian • history. He ■ con- j 
tributed this to the Jordan Times ' 


WHAT MAKES the book. The North Caucasus and 
the Interests of Russia, remarkable is its honest and 
objective analysis of the state of affairs in Russia 
and the Russian Federation. A poignant point, which 
the book makes, is that although Russia appears to 
be moving away from a totalitarian regime towards 
democracy, there is a visible threat for Russia to 
repeat the path of the former Soviet Union; that is to 
say. another convulsion leading to break-up. 

What makes this threat so real? 

First, instead of the 

declared democratisation of Q ^ „ |r fi 
society, authoritarian prac- t J Cl 1C I 

tice is’ being established on ^ 1 

both federal and regional 

levels. Second, property, industry, law enforcement 
and other important functions of the federation go 
under the jurisdiction of regional governments, leav- 
ing the federal government powerless. Third, the 
political elite of Russia is failing to realise that the 
country is ready to split into its many different com- 
ponents. 

Russia has turned into a slate where a direct agree- 
ment between the regions is basically identified with 
and can substitute the agreements on a national 
level. Such an association of regions and republics, 
which is looked upon as a federal system, lacks a 
common economic space and a common political 
environment. Thus there are no political parties on a 
national level that could wield real power. In fact the 
executive and legislative branches of government 
are transforming into political parties that pursue 
their own interests. The shift to market economy has 
turned into the seizure of property by force, and into 
criminal privatisation. As a result, a new form of 
Russian capitalism has emerged, which the author 
calls “criminal capitalism." 

What are the features of this new “capitalism”? 
The author 

fo1 ' Russia is as unpredu 
hiif M °of *h” unpredictability is dett 
gross national authoritarian thinkii 

product is mis- . 

appropriated COiTMlUniSt pBSt, DJ 

force me S?rup f federalism and econc 

tmn and rob- f/je unpredictability o 

2. More than 

half of the Russian population lives below the pover-- 
.ty level. ...... • 

3. The governing party in Russia funds a perfect- 
medium for growth in the prevailing conditions men- 
tioned above. The political stranglehold grows in the 
hands of the elite (similar to that of the^Communist 
Party in the Soviet Union). 

The author’s proof to the above statements is the 
war in Chechenya, which could have and should 
have been avoided. That war brought Russia to a 
dangerous line beyond which a national catastrophe 
could be foreseen. The USSR, invincible from the 
| outside, was destroyed from within. Russia might 
follow the same pattern if it does not change its 
national and regional policies in the North Caucasus. 

Under these conditions the answer to the question 
“What is Russia?" becomes extremely important. 

Russia is as unpredictable as it is huge. Its unpre- 
dictability is determined by the imperial authoritari- 
an thinking inherited from the communist past, by 
the lack of genuine federalism and economic pros- 
perity, and by the unpredictability of its constituent 
pans. While remaining a multinational empire on the 
verge of break-up. Russia finds itself in serious con- 
stitutional crises. The first step towards disintegra- 


Book Review 


Russia is as unpredictable as it is huge. Its 
unpredictability is determined by the imperial 
authoritarian thinking inherited from the 
communist past, by the lack of genuine 
federalism and economic prosperity, and by 
the unpredictability of its constituent parts. 


lion was made in Chechenia. Further problems are 
about to rise in Daghestan. Tatarstan. Tyva, Yakutia, 
and Buryatya. The~ constitutions of these republics 
contradict the constitution of Russia. The Republic 
of Tyva for example, constitutionally secures its 
right to separate from Russia. 

This disturbing but also stimulating book raises 
many questions for serious reflection. What are the 
odds for Russia to repeat the fate of the USSR? How 
can the political situation in Russia affect Europe 
and the world? Can any reform be effective when the 
present political elite is in power? Can Russia build . 
a society based on the ideals of democracy and fed- 
eralism? When will Russia become a country that 
does not pose a threat to other peoples and nations? 
What is the reason for the sudden change in the 

Yeltsin of 1991 to presen t- 
^ m a S j, m mm day' Boris Yeltsin? 

I fj lf IPuli It is only an illusion that 
w the team of reformers 

“Yeltsin-Chubais-Nemtsov” 

runs the country. In reality* we have witnessed the 
transformation of the Soviet “Communist" party 
elite that was in power before 1991 into a new polit- 
ical elite that leans on new gears of domination over 
society. The author's contention is that as long as 
this elite hold power, we shall not experience true 
reform in Russia. 

The so-called Russian threat to Europe and the rest 
of the world is no longer an expansionist threat. But 
Russia remains a world nuclear power with a mighty 
arsenal of weapons and delivery systems. Some 
observers believe that the new “capitalism” driven 
by the governing elite might market some of this 
arsenal to pariah states or criminal organisations. 
Although this is a far-fetched scenario, should it 
occur, the semi-peaceful world we know today will 
never be the same. 

Most “Russia" observers can see the emergence 
and growth of two diagonally opposed political 
forces in the country. On the one hand we have the 
Russian nationalist movement which wants to con- 
centrate on Russia proper (Dom Rassiya) ignoring or 
even dropping the non-Russian entities of the feder- 
ation to 

able as it is huge. Its o n „ai!lt 

■mined by the imperial 

1 inherited from the represented in 

’ . the Russian 

the lack of genuine parliament 

nic prosperity, and by On the other 

its constituent parts . jgf Seat'd 

“democratic 

ifefi3nfifST” movement - as' represented by’the govern- 
ing elite which continues the criminal consolidation 
df- jfbWft* and:* property and » ignores «rhei- serious 
regional (federal) problems because it has no real 


policies for these regions, other than siphoning 
wealth and collecting federal taxes. 


wealth and collecting federal taxes. 

These two forces are on a collision course in the 
foreseeable future. The outcome for the North Cau- 
casus might be the same if either of the two forces 
wins, i.e. separation from Russia. What happens to 
the North Caucasian republics (peoples and institu- 
tions) will depend entirely on the Caucasians them- 
selves and the quality of their leadership at the time 
of the “Big Bang.” 

P.M. Ivanov is a professor and doctor in technical 
science and a specialist in management, computer , 
systems and analysis. He is a member of The 
International Academy of Sciences (Munich, Ger- 
many), New York Academy of Science and the Russ- 
ian Academy of Natural Science. At present he is the 
director of Computer Science and Problems of 
Regional Management (Russian Academy of Sci- 
ence). 


Dr. Mohy I. Quandour 


Networking catches on 
in transition to democracy 


By Hlnd-Lara Mango 
Special to the Jordan Times 


GUMMESBACH. Ger- 
many — Networking, a 
term born of the 19S0s 
and used then to describe 
the establishment and 
fostering of professional 
links between individuals 
in various sectors for 
mutual benefit, is now 
being applied on a broad- 
er scale to eacourage 
democratic processes. 

“Networking coordi- 
nates people and does not 
have a clear line differ- 
entiating between the 
head of the organisation 
they belong to and the 
rest of the members,” 
said Anders Johnson, 
member of the Swedish 
liberal party. 

In a week-long seminar 
on “Transition to Civil 
Society and Democracy; 
Improving Political Par- 
ticipation,” Mr. Johnson 
spoke about accommo- 
dating networks rather 
than heiarchies in demo- 


cratic institutions. 

“People join a network 
because they feel that it 
will fulfill their goals. 
Like in a hierarchy you 
could have ranks in a 
network, but unlike a 
hierarchy, you do not 


have a definite struc- 
ture," Mr. Johnson said. 

He explained that coop- 
eration takes horizontal 
form in a network where- 
by decisions are made at 
the lower levels. In a 
hierarchy, he said, deci- 
sions are made in a verti- 
cal manner where com- 
mands are given from the 
top to the bottom. 

He admitted that 
“almost all systems in 
society today are a com- 
bination of both hierar- 
chial and networking 
methods,” but it has been 
found that networks have 
been a means of econom- 
ic and political develop- 
ment. 

Jordan has already 
embarked networking as 
there have been initia- 
tives to foster networks 
among non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) in 
the Arab World. 

One such project is the 
Bunyan initiative of the 
Friedricb-Naumann 
Foundation in Jordan 
funded by the European 
Union. Bunyan aims at 
coordinating the activites 
of NGOs in the Arab 
World to stem duplica- 
tion and unnecessary 
overlapping. In this 
manner it is believed that 


NGOs will function more 
efficiently and effective- 
ly in the region. 

Mr. Johnson pointed 
out that women have 
been proven to be better 
ai networking than men 
and “this might be a 
future indicator that we 
will have many women 
leaders.” 

But there are certain 
factors that have to be 
considered when decid- 
ing on whether a network 
would be more suitable 
than a hierarchy. The 
degree of education [of 
the people involved in a 
network] determines 
whether that system is 
able to absorb a network 


Mr. Johnson said that 
networks are less hurtful 


or not. 

“If the level of educa- 
tion is low, then a hierar- 
chy would be more suit- 
able.” said Mr. Johnson 
adding that today’s edu- 
cational advances have 
tilted towards network- 
ing in industrialised 
states. 

A network is flexible 
yet unpredictable com- 
pared to a hierarchial 
structure. Another pre- 
condition is a strong 
responsible- civil society, 
working with openness 
and trust with other parts 
of the network. 


to societies in transition; 
“Information technology 
is cheaper now if we 
.want to compare it to the 
:past. In addition, the 
i modern educational sys- 
tem works on promoting 
.the ability to learn 
through creativity and 
critical thinking." 

Therefore, today the 
slogan is “growth not 
stagnation,” he said. “A 
strong society is based 
on a system which pro- 
motes creativity and crit- 
ical thinking. Transitions 
are thus subsidiary com- 
ing from the bottom 
upwards.” 

If organisational struc- 
tures are to survive, con- 
cluded Mr. Johnson, then 
networking should be 
utilised to the fullest 
both internally and exter- 
nally (beyond the direct 
realm of the system’s 
function). 

This seminar was 
organised by the 
Friedrich-Naumann 
Foundation in Germany 
and was attended by 26 
participants from the 
Middle East, South 
Africa, Latin America, 
Asia and Eastern Europe. 
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UAE sees healthy Iran decides to privatise state companies ( f HOROSCOP E 


economic future 
for Gulf countries 


ABU "DHABI i AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has drawn a rosy 
economic picture for Arab 
Gulf states, expecting firm 
oil prices and -. stronger 
global reliance on the 
region's crude supplies. 

Finance and Industry 
Minister Mohammad Khar- 
bash. citing International 
Energy Agency figures, 
said world oil demand is 
projected to grow by 
around 2.5 per cent until 
2005. 

The growth would boost 
OPEC's share of the global 
market to nearly 35 million 
barrels per day fbpd). from 
the current level of 27.5 
million bpd. 

•'This means Gulf states 
have to increase their out- 
put capacities to face world 
demand." Mr. Kharbash 
told an energy and infra- 
structure conference in Abu 
Dhabi. 

“Given the expectations 
that oil prices will improve, 
a good economic future lies 
ahead of the UAE and other 
Arab Gulf oil producers 
despite the dark picture cre- 
ated by the recent slide in 
crude prices,” the minister 
said. 

Mr. Kharbash referred to 
the agreement in Riyadh 
between Saudi Arabia. 
Venezuela and non-OPEC 
Mexico to trim oil supplies 
by up to two million bpd. to 
be shared by the three coun- 
tries and other OPEC and 
non-OPEC producers. 

The agreement was 
prompted by the collapse of 
oil prices to a nine-year low 
last week. losing more than 
one third of their value in 
just three months because, 
of a large glut in the market, 
weaker Asian demand and 
other factors. 

"We expect all producers 
from OPEC and outside it 
to respond positively to this 


agreement which will 
restore balance to the glob- 
al market and push oil 
prices back to the level of 
three months ago,” Mr. 
Kharbash said. 

He said the world's 
reliance on Gulf oil would 
sharply increase in the 
coming years given the 
region's immense crude 
reserves and the gradual 
decline in the oil resources 
of small producers outside 
the Gulf. 

According to official fig- 
ures. the proven oil reserves 
of five major Gulf produc- 
ers — Iran, Iraq, Kuwait. 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
— are estimated at more 
than 650 billion barrels. 65 
per cent of the world's 
proven reserves. 

“The expected increase in 
the world's reliance on oil 
supplies from the Gulf 
countries necessitate boost- 
ing their production capaci- 
ties to meet the needs of 
consumers and avert a sup- 
ply crisis.” Mr. Kharbash 
said. 

He called for concerted 
efforts by producers and 
consumers to ensure stable 
oil prices to allow Gulf 
states to finance capacity 
expansions. 

"Strong oil prices are also 
needed so Gulf states will 
be able to meet growing 
domestic development 
needs and finance infra- 
structure and other projects 
that will ease our reliance 
on oil income,” he said. 

According to Mr. Khar- 
bash. Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states — 
Bahrain.. Kuwait. Oman. 
Qatar. Saudi Arabia, and 
the UAE — will have to 
spend more than S20 billion 
on infrastructure until 2005. 

Billions of dollars will 
also be. pumped into. gas. 
and petrochemical ven- 
tures. ■■ - ■ • 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
Iranian government has 
decided to privatise around 
2,400 state-owned compa- 
nies in a bid to improve 
efficiency and reduce con- 
trol over the economy, an 
official has said. 

Government spokesman 
Ayatollah Mohajerani said 
the decision was made dur- 
ing a meeting of the gov- 
ernment council, chaired 
by President Mohammad 
Khatami. 

The move is in line with 
an article in next year's 
budget, which demands a 
"reduction in the state con- 
trol" over such firms, most 
of which have been set up 
this decade by ministries 
and other government bod- 
ies to increase their rev- 
enue. 

Mr. Mohajerani. quoted 
by the official IRNA news 
agency, said 400 of the 
companies were "impor- 
tant/' of which 30 operate 
in the fields of oil. petro- 
chemicals. steel as well as 
water and power. 

The 30 firms and a non- 
profit organisation account 
for nearly 90 per cent of 
such government activities, 
he added. 

The official gave assur- 
ances that the government 
would exercise care in 
transferring the companies 
so as to “ensure social equi- 
ty and in a bid not to harm 
desirable management." 

”We should act in a way 
not to make a group of peo- 
ple rich who have not 
earned it." he said. 

The council also ordered 
government agencies to 


save money given the cur- 
rent fail in oil prices, and a 
budget deficit of around S2 
billion for this Fiscal year, 
ending March 20. 

The government controls 
about 85 per cent of the 
economy, oil accounting 
for much of iL and there 
have been growing calls for 
privatisation to improve 
efficiency in an economy 
plagued by mismanage- 
ment and corruption. 

However, past efforts at 
privatisation have not been 
successful, and many offi- 
cials and Members of Par- 
liament have charged that a 
wave of transfers in the 
early 1990s were marred by- 
nepotism and poor judge- 
ment. 

Kamal Daneshyar. a 
member of parliament, said 
recently that the authorities 
were investigating possible 
violations in the transfer of 
a petrochemical complex in 
the Gulf pon of Imam 
Khomeini. The complex, 
he said, was sold at one- 
third of its real price and 
without authorisation. 

Meanwhile, the private 
sector has been reluctant to 
make large and strategic 
investments, especially in 
industry, given erratic regu- 
lations. unpredictable tax 
laws and massive red tape. 

After the 1979 Islamic 
revolution, the government 
nationalised all banks and 
confiscated many industrial 
units and big agricultural 
holdings. 

But as private property is 
sacred in Islam, conserva- 
tive clerics opposed expro- 
priation of property, and 


many conservative officials 
now want a speedier pri- 
vatisation drive. 

“The only way to solve 
the existing economic 
problems and ease reces- 
sion are to screnghten peo- 
ple's participation and 
investment in production," 
said Mohsen Rafiqdoost, 
who heads the Foundation 
for the Disinherited, a revo- 
lutionary body overseeing 
confiscated properties. 

He acknowledged how- 
ever in a recent interview 
that “there is little incentive 
for investment in industry 
because of crippling 
restrictions and poor 
returns.” 

There has been growing 
criticism that state-owned 
companies are a source of 
unaccountable revenues for 
government agencies and 
engaged in unfair competi- 
tion with the private sector 
given that they benefit from 
government privileges. 

“Slate banks, insurance 
and investment agencies 
hold a large share of the 
country’s wealth and do not 
allow others to enter the 
market.” said Mr. Rafiq- 
doosL quoted by Resalot 
newspaper. 

In another report from 
Tehran, an official has said 
that Iran no longer needs to 
hire foreign labourers and 
professionals for many sec- 
tors. notably medicine and 
construction. 

Mostafa Musavi. the 
director general of foreign 
national affairs at the 
labour ministry, said Iran 
"no longer needs the ser- 
vices of foreisners in sever- 


al areas.” 

Quoted by the English- 
language newspaper 

Tehran Times, he said the 
country was notably “self- 
sufficient" in regards to 
medical practitioners. “We 

no longer need foreign doc- 
tors,” Mr. Musavi said. 

After the 1979 Islamic 
revolution and during the 
1980-1988 war against 
Iraq, many Iranian profes- 
sionals left the country', 
forcing the government to 
hire abroad. 

Many physicians arrived 
from such countries as 
India. Pakistan. Bangladesh 
and the Philippines to work 
mainly in remote regions 
where Iranians would not 
take a job. 

But the country has since 
trained a large pool of pro- 
fessionals, mainly doctors, 
who are obliged to work in 
government hospitals .and 
poverty-stricken areas 
before being allowed to 
start private practice or 
leave the country. 

A large population of 
Afghan refugees also came 
to Iran lo flee fighting at 
home in the 1980s, and 
many were employed in 
farms and construction 
sites. 

But amid chronic unem- 
ployment the government 
has been deporting unau- 
thorised workers and 
imposing tough punish- 
ment against employers 
hiring illegal aliens. 

Mr. Musavi said offend- 
ing entrerpreneurs could be 
sentenced to between 91 to 
180 days in jail. 


Hot British economy faces GDP chill in 1998 
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LONDON (AFP) — Britain’s 
five-year run of solid econom- 
ic growth faces a sharp slow- 
down in 1998 or even a reces- 
sion. economists have said. 

The rise in gross domestic 
product (GDP), the basic yard- 
stick for measuring growth, 
will cool down this year by at 
least a per ceniage point less 
than its overheated level of 3.7 
per cent in the last four months 
of 1997, experts said. 

Oxford Economic Forecast- 
ing (OEF) issued a report that 
predicted growth of 2.1 per 
cent, while the National Insti- 
tute of Economic and Social 
Research (NIESR) forecast 2.0 
percent. 

A third leading analyst. 
Cambridge Econometrics, 
forecasts growth falling to just 
2.5 per cent, but added the pes- 
simistic forecast of 1 .7 per cent 
growth in 1999 and 1.9 per 
cent in 2000. 

"The chances of a recession 
in 1998 are probably no lower 
than 20 per cent.” Martin 
Weak and Garry Young, from 
the NIESR. said in the Finan- 


cial Times. 

The reasons for the weaker 
growth are high interest Tales 
and the high value of the 
pound, the reports said. 

Another potential threai to 
Britain's economy is the eco- 
nomic downturn in east Asia, 
which has shrunk the market 
for British exports. 

“A slowdown rather than a 
recession is forecast, but the 
risk remains that sterling will 
stay well above its long-terni 
sustainable rare, in w hich case 
a hard landing would follow." 
the Cambridge Econometrics 
report said. 

The reports, which backed 
up earlier predictions of a chill 
from the international Mone- 
tary Fund and the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, suggest that 
Britain will be losing its shine 
jusi as other European 
economies pick up. 

Bank of England Governor 
Eddie George has stressed the 
need for such a slowdown, 
since too fasi growth dries out 
the labour market, making 


wages higher and adding to the 
risk of inflation, currently at an 
annual rate of 2.8 per cent. 

The high GDP growth rate is 
also one of the economic rea- 
sons that has put Britain out of 
synch with its European part- 
ners and made London decide 
against joining the single Euro- 
pean currency in the first wave 
in 1999. 

George said in late Decem- 
ber that the British locomotive 
needed to brake because of the 
"unsusiainably rapid rate” of 
growth. 

“The economy needs to slow 
down, and it will slow down. 
Now whether you regard that 
as gloomy depends upon what 
happens beyond that." he said. 

Speculation is rife over 
whether the central bank chief 
will institute the- sixth rare hike 
since May — base rare is cur- 
rently 125 per cent — to 
make borrowing more expen- 
sive and thus cool down the 
economy. 

The Bank of England’s mon- 
etary policy committee is not 
expected to announce a rate 


rise after its monthly meeting 
Thursday, but one could be 
marie later in the year. 

OEFs report said one more 
rate increase was likely, but 
that the base rate would then be 
cut back to 6.75 per cent by the 
end of the year and to 625 by 
mid-1999. 

Weale- and Younge, of 
NIESR. said that growth was 
already slowing down enough 
to prevent the risk of worse 
inflation and that "this suggests 
there is no need for further 
interest rate increases." 

Policy' makers are still wait- 
ing for accurate data on late- 
1997 performance to know just 
how much intervention is 
needed to slow the economy. 

The index measuring manu- 
facturing output for December 
showed Monday a slowdown 
among consumers, dropping 
from 53.7 to 52.9 in Novem- 
ber. But more important will be 
Wednesday’s publication of 
the index measuring the ser- 
vice sector, which is twice tire 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne 


Robert Williams 


ACROSS 

1 Lighi touches 

5 Der 

(Adenauer) 

9 View through 
rows of 
buildings 
14 Dismounted 
75 Number 
beiween 12 
and SO 

16 Marine 
mammal 

17 Actor 
Auberjcrois 

18 Queen of gods 

19 Rising 
requirement? 

20 1976 loser 

23 like hot stuff 

24 Single guy 

25 Unnaturally 
pale 

27 Don't give up 
on 

32 Pol sweeteners 
36 Dueling sword 

39 Kilauea now 

40 1964 loser 

43 Pix about 
people 

44 Small vipers 

45 Physically 
inactive 

46 Modifies 
43 Right angle 
50 Buyer-beware 

phrase 
53 Language 
quirks 

58 1952 and 1956 
loser 

63 Uncanny 

64 Hobble 

65 Zhivago's love 

66 Uncanny 

67 Poet's Ireland 

68 In a bzzy 

69 Trepidation 
■70 Matched 

groups 

71 Harmless cysts 

DOWN 

1 Defies 

2 Native Alaskan 

3 Target-spotter's 
interjection 

4 Bethlehem 
product 
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Andy Capp 


By Philip J. Anderson 
Portland. OR 

5 Goddess of 
wisdom 

6 Acfor Cobb 

7 Periods in 
office 

8 Put into law 

9 Long journey 

10 Latin way 

11 RBI or ERA 

12 Pianist John 

13 Bohemian 

21 Like recent info 

22 Formed into 
dumps 

26 Reverse pix 

28 Lively 
enthusiasm 

29 Meat paste r 

30 Assert ' 

31 Tangy 

32 Swedish 

singing group ^ 

33 Hit on the head 

34 Jog - 

35 Highland 

Gaelic * 

37 Explosive ! 

sound f 

38 Otherwise f 

41 En t 


□□BQO HE BEI DIEIQH 
□□□Dm 013110 EJEIOH 
HH DHH B E1E3BBCHH3D 
SEMfl ClQB HUB 0Q0 

DBG BE3BQQ ■ 

aoQQQOBa □□□□on 
□BE3D H D Ed 13 DBB EH 
EH9K2H HHflUfl EHldB 
DQQnn GH3QH DGDQ 
HHB P Ofil pnnnn nflB 
OBEJDQ EHJQ ■ 
□□□ □□□ nnra rmnnl 

□mnBunmmn bbobd 

BQGQ B BBH 000QQI 

□□□a HQUEJ QQOOBl 


iCjim litun Ha sran me 

M HW i am 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


42 Oscar or 
Cornel 

47 Attacked by 
surprise 
49 Animates 

51 _ of Sally 

52 Ogle 

54 Marital relation 

55 Missouri river 


56 imbecile 

57 Obstacles 

56 Dumbfounded 

59 Woodland 
ruminant 

60 Italian money 

61 'Elsa's Dream; 
e.g. 

62 Send out 



| FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 4 , 1998 

| By Ur'*" C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. ; 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The company you’re 
expecting is someone you're a little tense around- Now, 
tension in an Aries is not a pretty sight. If you include 
humour in your arsenal, you’re more likely to solve the 
problem, wind up with a fabulous party and also get 
your point across. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) It might feel like 
you're in the middle of a ware zone this morning. 
You’re a natural peacemaker, so do that. You’re also the 
one who gets to clean up some of the messes that oth- 
ers create. Are you having a birthday party for 2-yearsr 
old. or what? 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You want to spend your 
money on a worthy cause. The problem is that you need 
to keep enough to cover your own expenses. Don’t go 
on a crusade to save the homeless and then become one 
yourself- That would be counterproductive. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’re strong this 
morning, although you may feel like you're fighting off 
a herd of dragons. You caD ask an older person for 
money this afternoon. If you've done your homework, 
it should be pretty easy to get. 

LE.Q: (July 22 to August 21) Be careful to stay on 
schedule. There could be detours, especially if you're 
travelling. Take time this morning to finish up several 
things that have been nagging at you. Once these are 
out of the way, the rest of the day will be relatively 
easy. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Consult with a 
friend first thing this morning. You'll get some excel- 
lent advice. You could also get a couple of ideas about 
how to save money. If you’re investing money, take 
care. The friend who's advising you against it is proba- 
bly right. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your nerves 
will be on edge first thing this morning. Try to keep 
from getting into an argument with an older person or 
with your mate. You're supposed to be the peacekeep- 
er. remember? This morning, that’s going to be a real 
challenge. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) You’re run- 
ning into all sorts of problems, but nothing seems to 
phase you. That's good, because there’s a bigger prob- 
lem coming up this afternoon. Somebody wants to 
order you around. Obviously this person doesn't realise 
who you are. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Pick 
up a manual for a technical gadget you've been trying 
to learn. If you take a little extra time with that today, 
you’ll be in a stronger position later. You’ll also get 
work done quickly so you'll have more time to play. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Jariuaiy.20) The only | 
way you'll get a mess cleaned up this-moming is J by ' 
getting somebody to help. There are probably several 
people who would love to pay back a favour you've 
done them. You go out of your way for other people all 
the time. How about letting one of them do the same 
back at you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Things are 
breaking down about as fast as you can fix them. 
Instead of trying to do everything, how about sharing 
the load? You'll not only make your life easier, but 
you'll help the other person become more competent 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20.) It looks like you’ll 
be accident-prone early in the day. You’re most likely 
to get in trouble by moving too quickly and not paying 
attention. The resulting breakage could be rather 
expensive, so just settle down. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four Ortfinary words. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD CAME 
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have a gams? 
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NEPEC 


DEUJA 


myploc 


WHAT HE PIP 
WHEN THE 
checkers CHAMP 
INVITED HIM 

to play. 


Now arrange the circled totters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
9 s steel by the above cartoon. 
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American Computer Fair highlights two major e-commerce development services 
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By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — On-line com- 
puter pricing and a system 
for ordering products over 
the Internet were two major 
e-commerce development 
services unveiled at the 
American Computer Fair, 
which ended Thursday. 

Kayyali for Computers, 
agents for U.S. Drives and 
SmartLink, launched an 


on-line pricing system that 
allows computer buyers to 
price different PC system 
configurations. 

“The system saves rime 
and headaches for both 
employees and customers,” 
said Fadi Kayyali, the com- 
pany’s owner. “Different 
parts, result in different 
prices... Customers can 
now get fast answers to dif- 
ferent PC configurations.” 

The on-line system, the 


first of its kind in Jordan, 
was developed by Arabist, 
a regional Internet develop- 
er, and is available for view 
at www.kayyali.com. 

Local BBS Primus 
announced that it will soon 
begin hosting an on-line 
order form for a third busi- 
ness. Ghadeer, a company 
that sells mineral water is 
scheduled to begin offering 
product on-line within the 
coining few days at 


Dow shatters the 9,000-point barrier 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Blue-chip stocks hit a new 
record high Friday, with the 
Dow Jones Industrial 
Average passing 9,000 
points for the first time. 

The new milestone was 
passed wi thin min utes of 
the New York Stock 
Exchange opening at 9:30 
a.m. (1430 GMT). 

The Dow moved into 
record territory nine min- 
utes after the opening bell 
following an initial fall 
below Thursday’s close of 
8,986.64 points. 

Stocks rose on news of 
higher-than-expected U.S. 
unemployment figures, 
which calmed inflationary 
fears, dealers said. 

After breaking through 
the psychological 9,000- 
point barrier, the index gave 
up three points to 8,983.64 
at 9:41 a.m. (1441 GMT). 

The Dow, founded in 


f'J I 


1896, is made up of 30 
stocks considered most rep- 
resentative of the stock mar- 
ket 

The importance of the 

9.000- point mark is above 
all psychological. The Dow 
pushed past the 8,000-point 
mark in July before the 
Asian . markets crisis 
sparked fears of global 
recession. 

Friday’s announcement of 
data showing a slight 
increase in U.S. unemploy- 
ment in March to 4.7 per 
cent from 4.6 in February 
appeared to suggest that the 
Asian financial crisis might 
slow U.S. economic growth 
slightly and thereby limit 
the chances of inflation 
picking up. 

Breaking through the 

9.000- point mark was 
accompanied by a slide on 
the bond market with the 
average rate on the bench- 


mark 30-year Treasury 
bond below 5.S0 per cent 
for the first time since 
January'. The rate moves 
opposite to price. 

“In short, we expect job 
growth to settle into a sus- 
tainable rate, money wages 
to remain around their cur- 
rent pace, real wages to 
continue to rise strongly, 
inflation to remain absent 
and the Fed to remain on 
hold," said Bruce Steinberg, 
chief economist at Merrill 
Lynch. 

An increase in interest 
rates — the last one dates 
back to March 1997 — to 
strangle inflation would 
make bonds more attractive 
than stocks and could drive 
down the Dow. 

At 11:50 a.m. (1650 
GMT), the Dow was down 
13.95 points at 8,972.69, off 
an eariv all-time high of 
9,030. ' 
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www.cns.com. 

“In the new on-line age of 
commerce, people are start- 
ing to promote their busi- 
nesses. not just through 
newspapers and TV, [but 
also]... utilising the 
Internet,” said " Amer 
Nassereddin. Primus’ mar- 
keting manager. 

Primus is gradually 
becoming a leader in 
Jordan’s infant e-commence 
sector, as Ghadeer is 
Primus' third customer to 
offer a service on-line. 

In other developments at 


the expo, Comcent Trading 
and Contracting, supplier 
of Wang Systems to the 
General Intelligence 
Department since 1976 is 
offering electronic archiv- 
ing solutions. 

Electronic archiving has 
recently picked up in the 
Kingdom as local dailies 
and"" governmental depart- 
ments are seeking to 
replace large space con- 
suming paper files with a 
digital format. 

“Comcent wants to raise 
awareness of its role in this 


markeL” said Nabil Asbkar, 
Comcent’s sales manager. 
A simple electronic archiv- 
ing solution would include 
a computer, scanner, printer 
and state-of-the-art optical 
storage device, which 
could store a roomful of 
paper files in a “handsized” 
optical disk, he said. 

“We are selling rum-key 
solutions for as low as 
JD4,000 said Mr. Ashkar. 

On a more nostalgic 
level. Ideal Group dis- 
played a limited edition 
20th anniversary 


Macintosh, which one 
expo-goer described as 
“cute,” and is the only set 
of its kind available in 
Jordan. 

Much like Comcent, Ideal 
is offering turn-key solu- 
tions. Ideal, however, will 
be targeting the office net- 
working market with 
Compaq hardware and 
Microsoft Solution soft- 
ware, said General 
Manager Hanna Zaghloul. 

Ideal, with the Kingdom's 
largest chunk of the med- 
ical and health insurance 


software market recently 
became a Microsoft 
Solution Partner. 

There are" currently four 
other companies in Jordan 
which provide Microsoft 
solutions. Microsoft’s poli- 
cy stipulates setting up 
multiple partners in the 
same country in order to 
avoid price monopolies on 
its products. 

Thursday's finale ended 
with seminars by compa-. 
nies on the various tech- 
nologies introduced at the 
fair. 
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Pat Rafter 


Black beats Rafter 


to level Davis Cup tie 


MILDURA (AFP) — 
Byron Black blunted 
Patrick Rafter's powerful 
serve to put newcomers 
Zimbabwe level with 
Australia after the opening 
two singles rubbers of the 
Davis Cup World Group 
First round tennis tie here 


Davis Cup." 

Black had a few nervous 
moments late in the fourth 
set as Rafter tried to feed off 
the cheering home crowd 
and rally his game. 

Rafter was down a break 
at 3-4. but broke back in the 


Cheered on by a sell-out 
crowd in this rural city, an 
hour's flight north of 
Melbourne. Stoltenberg had 
a break to lead 3-0 in the 
fourth set but Black broke 
back to level at 3-3 when 
the Australian double-fault- 


Black fought back from 
losing the opening set to 
down the U.S. Open cham- 
pion Rafter. 3-6. 6-3. 6-2. 7- 
6 (7/0) in two hours 26 min- 
utes. 

His victory kept 
Zimbabwe in the tie after 
his younger brother Wayne 
lost a three hour 1 8 minute 
struggle to Jason 
Stoltenberg. 6-3. 6-4. 5-7. 
7-5 in the opening singles. 

The elder Black, rated 81 
in the world, displayed 
great tenacity and excep- 
tional returns of service to 
claw back after World No.4 
Rafter had breezed through 
the opening four games on 
his way to taking the First 
set. 

But Rafter, troubled by a 
virus in the lead-up to the 
tie. gradually lost steam 
against the gritty Black, 
who will team with his 
brother Wayne to face the 
champion Woodies. Mark 
Wood ford e and Todd 
Woodbridge. in Saturday’s 
doubles rubber. 

*T knew I had to return 
well against Pat's big sene 
and I did it well today." said 
Bryon Black. “We didn’t 
expect to be level with 
Australia after the first day 
and we have to come out 
and do our best against the 
Woodies tomorrow. 

“Wayne and I play well 
toserher in the doubles in 


next^ame to 4-4 and ^ot to ed. 

within two poinis bT'tfieTet The breakthrough came in 
at 40-30 on Bladc^servjcc * the 1 Ith game when world 
in the lOfh game? before 'the No.69 Black was down 


Zimbabwean took the set 
into a tiebreaker. 

Black Finished with a 
flourish reeling off the 
tiebreaker to love to give 
the small Zimbabwean con- 
tingent in the stands hope of 
pulling off a boilover result 
over the next two days in 
their first tie in the World 
Group. 

Byron Bbck took his 
Davis Cup singles record to 
31-11 while Rafter has sur- 
prisingly lost more singles 
matches than he's won at 6- 
7 in the cup competition. 

Rafter had beaten Black in 
their only previous 
encounter in three sets in 
the quarter-finals at 
Philadelphia last year. 

Earlier. Stoltenberg was 
extended to five match 
points before giving 
Australia the opening sin- 
gles rubber. 

Stoltenberg. who turns 28 
on Saturday, toiled for over 
three hours to extinguish the 
sutsv Wavne Black. 6-3. 6- 
4. 5-7. 7-5. 

Stoltenberg. ranked 39 in 
the world, had a chance to 
close the match out in 
straight sets but could not 
convert a match point at 5-4 
enabling 24-year-old Black 
to break back and eventual- 
ly take the rubber into a 
fourth set. 


break point and Stoltenberg 
rifled a backhand winner 
cross court to take a 6-5 
lead. 

Stoltenberg had nervous 
moments in the last game, 
frequently calling for a 
towel from captain John 
Newcombe at counside as 
he attempted to serve out 
for the match. 

Stoltenberg had three 
more match points but each 
time Black fought them off 
until on the fifth match 
point he had a backhand 
winner to clinch the rubber 
much to the relief of the 
Australian team and sup- 
porters. 

The victory took 
Stoltenberg's singles record 
in Davis Cup to 7-4 in his 
fourth year playing for his 
country. Black was" 15-10. 

It was the First meeting 
between the two players. 

“I've never had so much 
trouble dosing out a 
match." Stoltenberg said 
afterwards. “The occasion 
of playing Davis Cup got to 
me early, but I’m glad to 
have put us one-up." 

Australian coach Tony 
Roche said:" Wayne stuck in 
there and put a "lot of pres- 
sure on Stoltenberg's serve. 

“Their (brothers Byron 
and Wayne Black > strength 
is their return of serve." 


Shearer 
ready 
to strike 


Ginola back in Jacquet’s World Cup thoughts 


LONDON i AFP) — Out-of- 
favour winger David Ginola 
could make a surprise return 
to the France squad for this 
summer’s World Cup Finals. 
Tottenham boss Christian 
Gross revealed Thursday. • 
Gross contacted French 
coach Aime Jacquet to urge 
him not to ignore the in-form 
Spurs star — and was fold 


there was a chance of Ginola 
making the final 22. Ginola 
had virtually written off his 
chances of being selected 
after years in the internation- 
al wilderness, and has even 
signed up with the BBC to be 
part of their World Cup com- 
mentary’ team. 

"I called Jacquet after 
France's recent friendly with 


Norway in Marseille and told 
him how well David was 
playing for us." said Gross. 

“His response was very 
positive. “He told me ho was 
keeping an eye on David and 
that he did have a small 
chance of making the French 
squad for the finals." Ginola 
has been Tottenham'* best 
player this season, despite 


the team's perilous position 
near the foot of the 
Premiership. 

The Frenchman missed 
last week’s win at Crystal 
Palace through suspension, 
but returns to the team for the 
visit of Everton to White 
Hart Lane on Saturday for a 
real relegation six-pointer. 




CINEMA 


Broncos host Pats in first week 
of 1998 NFL season 


Wembley ; 

i j r ■! 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — 
Newcastle and England 
striker Alan Shearer is con- 
vinced Sunday’s FA Cup 
semi-final match against 
Sheffield United will see an 
end to his goal drought. 

Shearer is convinced he is 
back to full fitness after his 
serious pre-season ankle 
injury and is ready to strike. 

*7 fee 1 great and have done 
for a few weeks now. I feel 
fit. I feel confident and 1 feel 
good." said Shearer, who 
has scored just one 
Premiership goal in ten 
matches but four in the FA 
Cup campaign. 

‘It is up to other people to 
judge me. they always have 
done, and will continue to 
do so but the most important 
thing is I feel fit and 1 feel 
confident and am really 
looking forward to the 
game." 

Shearer, who was only 
four the last time United 
made it to FA Cup final, is 
well aware of the weight of 
expectancy which will be 
carried over the Pennines by 
25.000 Geordies travelling 
to Old Trafford. 

The striker admitted: “It is 
an exciting situation, it will 
be great to play in. It is the 
furthest I've ever got in the 
competition which is proba- 
bly the case for most of the 
lads but it is something 
we’re all looking forward to. 

“I’m determined to enjoy 
it on the day. as will our 
fans, but let's hope we can 
get the right result so we can 
have a good time after the 
game. 

"No way will we write 
* Sheffield United off. they 
are there because they 
deserve to be there, and they 
will get the same respect as 
any other team gets before 
we play them. They have 
done well, have got some 
good players — it will be 'a 
tough game. 

“It is just a co-incidence 
thai four of my goals have 
come in FA Cup games let's 
hope there are one or two 
more on Sunday. 

“Now that the game is 
here it is a massive game for 
everyone concerned with 
the dub. We’ve done 
extremely well to get where 
we are it would be a shame 
to fall at the final hurdle.” 
Shearer insisted his side's 
poor Premiership position 
had not put extra pressure 
on them to succeed on 
Sunday. 

‘The only pressure is 
because of the size of this 
football club, but there is no 
more pressure in this game 
than in any other." he said. 

“We'li go out with the 
right attitude to try and win 
the game and if not win it 
then not get beat. 

“.All 1 know is that the fans 
up here have been starved of 
success for a long, time and 
that is in our minds. 

“And it is that which we 
are looking to change on 
Sunday. We’ve got a 
tremendous chance of win- 
ning silverware this year but 
have two obstacles - to over- 
come first. 

“But if any set of fans 
deserve success then it is 
this lot up here. If we go on 
and win it then it will be 
special for us at the club." 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
Super Bowl champion 
Denver Broncos host the 
New England Patriots on 
Monday night and 10 divi- 
sion matchups highlight the 

first weekend of the 1998 
National Football League 
season. 

The 240- game regular 
season will- begin on 
Sunday, September 6 and 
conclude on the weekend of 
December 26-28. 

The playoffs begin with 
wild card weekend on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
January 2-3 1999. The divi- 


sional playoffs will be held 
the following weekend. 

The American Conference 
and National Conference 
Championship games will 
be played on Sunday, 
January 17. Super Bowl 33 
will be held January 31 at 
Miami. 

The opener against New 
England is the first of three 
showcase Monday night 
appearances for the 
Broncos, who beat the 
Green Bay Packers. 31-24, 
in Super Bowl 32 last 
January. Denver will also 
play AFC West rival Kansas 


City on Monday. November 
16, and the Miami Dolphins 
on Monday, December 2 1 . 

The matchup with the 
Dolphins features the NFL's 
two all-time passing 
yardage leaders, Miami’s 
Dan Marino (55,41.6 yards) 
and John Elway of the 
Broncos (48,669). 

The regular season will be 
played over 1 7 weekends, 
with each team receiving a 
bye week as part of its 16- 
game schedule. Byes will 
occur during weeks three 
through nine. 


sold for 
£103 


million 


Sampras sidelined by shoulder injury 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Pete Sampras, 
ousted this week as World No. 1, has pulled 
out of next week’s Hong Kong Open 
because of a mystery shoulder injury. 

Organisers said Friday that Sampras had 
only just told them about the injury incurred 
at the Lipton Championships in Florida last 
month. “We are shocked.” said one official. 

Sampras lost his world number one rank- 
ing after 102 weeks when he was beaten in 
the third round of the Lipton event, but 
made no mention then of the injury. A 
slump in form has seen him beaten four 
times in 19 matches this year. 

A spokesman for the Hong Kong Open 
organisers said Sampras had been advised 
by doctors to stop playing and was under- 
going therapy. 

The withdrawal deprives Sampras of a 
prime chance to take the number one spot 
back from Marcelo Rios of Chile, who beat 
Andre Agassi of the United States in the 


Lipton final. 

Rios is only 45 points ahead in the 
Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) 
world rankings and Sampras would have 
gone ahead again by reaching the semi- 
finals in Hong Kong. 

With the clay season now approaching, 
which favours Rios, Sampras will have a 
battle on his hands getting back to number 


Sampras' absence wiU leave Michael 
Chang, the world number 11. as the 
favourite in Hong Kong. 

Chang was on a plane to Hong Kong 
when Sampras puUed out of the event and 
did not know of the suprise announcement. 

But even Chang will be making his come- 
back after pulling out of the Lipton event 
because of a knee" injury suffered at the start 
of March. Doubts had been expressed that 
Chang would start the Hong Kong tourna- 
ment. 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
future of Wembley 
Stadium was finally settled 
on Thursday after the own- 
ers, Wembley pic, agreed 
to sell the venue to the 
English National Stadium 
Trust (ENST) for £103 mil- 
lion ($170 million) in cash. 

The deal follows months 
of speculation about the 
future of Britain's most 
famous sporting venue in 
which ENST found itself 
lined up against Arsenal FC 
for ownership of the site. 

The ENST plans to spend 
a further 140 million reno- 
vating the stadium in time 
for England's bid to host 
the 2006 World Cup. 
Building work on the stadi- 
um, which opened in 1923, 
is expected to begin 
straight after next year's 
FA Cup final. The trust had 
been expected to clinch the 
Wembley deal for the last 
week after rival bidders 
Arsenal called off its acqui- 
sition plan. 

Arsenal, which had also 
bid around 100 milli on for 
the famous stadium, is now 
expected to press bead with 
plans to renovate its own 
Highbury stadium. 


European Cup Winners’ Cup 

European balance of power swings towards Italy 


PARIS (AFP) — Vicenza 
and VfB Stuttgart won 
then- semi-final first leg 
European Cup Winners 
Cup marches on Thursday 
as the balance of power 
swung from Germany’s to 
Italy's favour in Europe 
this week. 

Italy's Vicenza earned a 

1- O^hQme victory over 
England's Chelsea through 
Lambeno Zauli and VfB 
Stuttgart fought back to 
beat Lokomotiv Moscow 

2- 1 on German soil. 

Jonathan Akpoborie of 

Nigeria and Fredi Bobic 
scored for Stuttgart after 
Lokomotiv’s Zaza 

Djanachia opened the scor- 
ing. 

With Lazio and Inter 
Milan winning their UEFA 
Cup semi-final first legs, 
Juvenrus beating Monaco 
in the European Cup. and 
now Vicenza winning, Italy 
have four possible finalists 
in Europe. 

Germany, who won both 
ihe European Cup through 
Dortmund and UEFA Cup 
through Schalke 04 last 
season to become the most 
successful nation in 
Europe, only have VfB 
Stuttgart as likely finalists. 

Gianluca Viaili’s side 
failed to make any impres- 
sion on Vicenza's defence 
and were lucky nor lose by 
a bigger margin as Zauli 
and Pasquale Luiso carved 
their way through the 
Blues’ back four. 

Zauli gave Ed De Goey a 
fright in the 1 3th minute 
with a near-post header 
which the Chelsea goal- 
keeper did well to palm 

away. 

Bui the tall Italian play- 
maker gave the Dutchman 
an even bigger fright three 
minutes later when he mus- 
cled his way into the left 
side of the Chelsea area 
and smacked a low shot in 
the right hand comer of the 
net. 

It could have been 2-0 to 
the home side in the 24th 



Jonathan Akboborie of V fB Stuttgart (C) shoots for the goal a gains t keeper Ruslan 
Nigmatultin and Evgeni Kharlachev (L) of Lokomotive Moscow during their first 
semi-final European Cup Winners cup match In Stuttgart (Reuters photo) 

minute, when Vialli gave A Bobic goal four min- contest 


away possession just out- 
side the Vicenza area and 
Gabriele Arabroseni sprint- 
ed the length of the pitch 
before succumbing to 
Michael Dube try's chal- 
lenge. 

Ambrosetti followed up 
barely a minute later with a 
free-kick info the Chelsea 
area which needed two des- 
perate clearances, while 
Marco Schenardi was the 
next to test the Chelsea 
defence. 

In the second half. 
Chelsea were improving 
with the arrival of 
Norwegian striker Tore- 
Andre Flo on the right 
flank, but the high ball into 
the area remained virtually 
the only attacking manoeu- 
vre. 

Frank Leboeuf cannoned 
a long shot straight at 
Pierluigi Brivio in the 76th 
minute, as Chelsea tried 
without success to breach 
Vicenza’s defence. They 
failed, and now have 90 
minutes to manaee the feat. 


utes into injury time sal- 
vaged a 2-1 win for 
Stuttgart against outsiders 
Lokomotiv Moscow but 
the Germans will need to 
work much harder in the 
return if they are to reach 
the final of the Cup 
Winners’ Cup. 

The Russians surprised 
the hosts in the 23rd minute 
when Lokomotiv’s Zaza 
Djanachia received a cross 
on the edge of the area. 

He held defender Martin 
Spannng at bay before 
spinning and shooting 
home. Lokomotiv's early 
strike set them up with the 
all-important away goal, 
but thereafter they had few 
shots on goal as they sat 
back to defend their lead. 

The Germans looked 
dangerous when they final- 
ly adopted the wide tactic 
and it led to their equaliser 
after 28 minutes, a header 
by Akpoborie. 

Lokomotiv defended 
grimly in the second half 
and effectively stifled the 


contest 

But seconds from the end 
and as many of the 14,500 
crowd slowly filed out of 
the ground, Stuttgart made 
the breakthrough. 

Substitute Kristian 
Lisztes dodged a tackle 
near the comer post and 
popped a pass through to 
Bobic, who managed to 
slide the ball home as be 
stumbled under a chal- 
lenge. 

“It was really very impor- 
tant for us that we scored 
that last goal,” said a 
relieved Stuttgart coach 
Joachim Loew. 

“1 hope it gives us added 
confidence for coming 
matches. This is of course a 
good result for us," added 
Loew.. 

It may well have saved 
his job, which has been in 
jeopardy because of the 
team’s recent poor form. 
But the second leg will see 
his side treading a fine line 
between success and fail- 
ure with the tie nicely 
poised. 
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Sylvester Stallone ... in 


The biggest cfnema production Kim Basinger... in 


ABDOUN 


ABDOUN 


DAYLIGHT 


MAJOR PAYNE 


TITANIC 


L.A CONFIDENTIAL 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:45 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15, 


8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:00. 3:00. 7:00. 
10:30 p.m. 


Adel Imam &Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILA AL WALI 


< ARABIC) 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15. S:30 

The film is also or. a: 2:00 p.m. ,£ 
12:00 a.m. on Wednesday s. Thursdays 
■ and Fridas' s 


GRAND OPENING 


TITANIC 

Shows: 3:30, 7:00, 10:30 

The film is also on aJ 12:00 am. on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 


STARING APRIL 67H 

Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Yanes, Amal 
Dabbas, Rania Kurds and the group 
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EACH TRICK IN ITS TIME 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ Q8 
07 

OAQ82 

4A98653 

WEST EAST 

*6S «A92 

9 E 10 8 3 OAS54 

0J9764 OK 103 

*104 *Q72 

SOOTH 

• K J 10 7 43 
9 Q J92 
OS 

+ KJ 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1* Pm* 2* Pan 

20 Pain 30 Pa* ' 

3* Pa** 4 * PttM 

PBm pa* ■ 

Opening lead: Sfat of * 

It is usually a good idea to draw 
dturany’s trumps to prevent declar- 
er Sum r uffin g lowers an the table. 
Hw you do bo esn make a world of 
difflawwiw 

Moat players would rebid two 
spa das with the South Twd, plan- 


ning to bid hearts next, m snow a 
minim um opening bid with 6-4 in 
the two softs. However, that would 
probably not have changed the final 

contract 

Barring a defensive error, a dia- 
mond opening lead would have 
defeated the contract. Since it the 
only entry to dummy's dubs, declar- 
er has to surrender three hearts 
and the ace of trumps, and may 
well go down two. 

West elected to lead a trump, 
declarer ««n*d for dummy’s queen, 
East took the ace and returned a 
tramp. That was the end for the 
d efens e. Declarer drew trumps, 
cashed the king and ace of clubs 
and ruffed a dub to sat up three 
long cards. A diamond to the ae* 
was the entry to discard three 
hearts an tbs good dubs — makinf 
five-odd. 

Observe the difference if East 
allows the queen, of spades to wir 
the first Declarer's best she* 
is to lead the heart from the table 
Now lE»«t shoots op with the ace 
cush y? the ace of spades and tber 
reverts to a heart West esptur* 

. the Jack with the Mag and shifts tc 
a That removes the entx] 

to the dubs before the mil can be 
put to use, and decla re r must con 
another heart fur down one. 



Minnesota Timberwolves forward Kevin Garnett CR) 
swats away an attempted shot by Indiana Pacers for- 
ward Austin Croshere in the first quarter of their NBA 
game at Market Square Arena (Reuters photo) 

O’Neal leads Lakers 
past Nets 

EAST RUTHERFORD ( AP) — Shaquille O’Neal scored 50 
points as the Los Angeles Lakers took advantage of the 
absence of injured New Jersey center Jayson Willi ams and 
beat the Nets 117-106 Thursday nighL 
The total tied die previous high this year by Tracy Murray 
of Washington, and was three less than O’Neal’s career best. 
It was his best game with the Lakers, however. 

The performance came on a night when everything was 
falling for the 7-foot- 1 center, even his foul shots. He hit 18- 
of-26 shots from the field and 14-of-20 from the free line, 
where he is normally a 50-per cent shooter. He also had nine 
rebounds. 

Bryant added 20 points as tbe Lakers’ won for the eighth 
time in nine games and 14th in 16. The loss was the Nets 12th 
in 16 games, and left them a half-game ahead of Orlando in 
the race for the eighth and final playoff berth in die East. 

Sam Cassell led the Nets with IS points, one more than 
Kerry Kittles. Sherman Douglas added 15 and Chris Gatling 
and Keith Van Horn had 14. 

jjimhtgwfefs 108: In Indianapolis. Antonio . 
■ Davis scored 23 points and* grabbed 1 1 rebounds, and Indiana 
-JSrS^daf^ 1 .’l" 

Anthony Peeler sparked the comeback, hitting four 3-point- 
ers as Minnesota cut a 96-83 lead with 3:17 left to 110-108 
with 16.8 seconds to play. 

Mark Jackson, a 77-per cent free -throw shooter, missed two 
foul shots with 13 seconds to play to give Minnesota another 
chance with 12.2 seconds left. 

Peeler, who scored 12 of his 14 points down the stretch, 
drove baseline and missed a short jumper. Teny Porter 
grabbed the rebound, and Derrick McKev swatted the put- 
back into the hands of Reggie Miller. 

Miller hit just one of two free throws, giving Minnesota a 
last possession with 3.3 seconds left. Kevin Garnett, who fin- 
ished with 24 points and 12 rebounds, missed a 3-pointer at 
the buzzer. 

• Knicks 81, Clippers 70: In New York, Lany Johnson 
scored 21 points, Charles Oakiev had 17 and New York's big 
men had a rare dominating night as the Knicks ended a two- 
game losing streak. 

The undersized Knicks, playing without three injured cen- 
ters, still managed to outplay the Clippers on tbe inside and 
hold Los Angeles to a season-low in points. 

Oakley, Johnson and starting small forward Allan Houston 
combined to shoot 21-for-41 from the field and 12-for-12 
from the line. 

It helped the Knicks that Los Angeles was without leading 
scorer Rodney Rogers and backup forward Maurice Taylor, 
both of whom injured knees Monday night at Indiana. 

Tbe Clippers* starting front line of Isaac Austin, Loreozen 
Wright and Laraond Murray was outscored 65-40 by the 
Knicks’ frontcourt. 

• Warriors 104, Rockets 94: In Houston, Jim Jackson had 
33 points and 1 1 assists, and Golden State Waniors had their 
best shooting game of the season for a rare road victory. 

The Warriors, who also got 21 points and 1 1 rebounds from 
Donyell Marshall, won for only the sixth time all season away 
from home. Coming into Houston, they had lost three straight, 
five straight on the road and 10 of their last 11. 

The Warriors hit their first eight shots — including a pair of 
3-pointers by Jackson — and finished the opening period 12- 
of-17 for 7 1 percent. 

Houston, losing its fourth straight and fifth in six games, 
trailed by as many as 20 points early in the fourth quarter. The 
Rockets, who got 24 points and 12 rebounds from Kevin 
Willis, cut the deficit to 99-92 with a minute to go. But 
Jackson hit a pair of free throws, then blocked a 3-point 
attempt by Emanual Davis and added another pair of free 
throws. 

The Rockets were playing without their leading rebounder 
Charles Barkley (shoulder strain) and leading scorer Clyde 
Drexler (groin strain). They never led after the middle of the 
second quarter. 

- Spars 103, Heat 89: In San Antonio, Tim Duncan had 22 
points and 14 rebounds as Sam Antonio won its fourth 
straight game and stopped Miami's seven-game winning 
streak. 

David Robinson added 21 points and 14 rebounds for the 
Spurs, and Jaren Jackson added 15 points. 

Miami was led by Tim Hardaway with 21 points. Mark 
Strickland added 16. 

After Miami closed to 92-81 on a Hardaway basket, San 
Antonio put the game away with a 6-2 run, capped by Vftmy 
Del Negro’s jump shot which gave the Spurs a 97-82 lead 
with 3:35 to play. 

• SuperSonics 107, Mavericks 86: In Seattle, Gary Payton 
scored 22 points as Seattle moved Into the lead in the Western 
Conference playoff race by beating Dallas. 

Tire Sonics (55-18) bad six players in double figures as they 
moved a half-game ahead of the idle Utah Jazz (54-18) in the 
race for best record in the conference. The Sonics also, 
reached the 55-victory plateau for the sixth consecutive sea- 
son by beating Dallas for the first time in three meetings. 

Seattle’s defence scored 33 points off 22 Dallas turnovers, 
and the Sonics won their 12th straight home game. 

A.C Green played in his 970th consecutive game, and led 
the Mavs with 21 points and nine rebounds. 
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| Record number of golfers 

annual competition 



By M umber Murjan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Bisharat Golf Club 
Friday hosted the 3rd British 
Ambassador’s Cup Golf tournament 
attracting a record number of 44 play- 
ers who managed to keep a warm spir- 
it despite rather cold and windy weath- 
er. 

Nasri Analah. a veteran member of 
the club, came in first with 3S points 
and earned an air ticket to London and 
a commemorative trophy presented by 
British Airways. 

Runner-up, John Pasco who got 37 
points, won a weekend’s stay at the 
presidential suite at the Cairo Forte 
Grand along with a plaque presented 
by Le Meridian Hotels. 

Third place winner with 37 points 
was D. Chen who received a week- 
end's stay at Damascus Le Meridien. 

Also taking pan in the tournament 
was HRH Princess Muna who won the 
Ladies Commemorative Plaque, and 
later handed some of the prizes to win- 


ners of the day-long event. 

British Ambassador to Jordan, 
Christopher Baftiscombe, expressed 
his delight at the big number of partic- 
ipants in comparison to previous 
years. 

“We had a wonderful turnout, 44 
golfers, which was the maximum we 
could take. We had more people who 
wanted to play, but unfortunately we 
could not accommodate more partici- 
pants,” Mr. Battiscombe told the 
Jordan Times. 

The Bisharat Golf Club is the brain 
child of the Bisharat family, namely 
the faiher and his daughter. 

According to Julia Bisharat. the idea 
of starting the golf course came up 
when she artended a concert held on a 
golf course in Florida. 

“I encouraged ray father and said: 
‘You have the property so why not 
open a golf course in Jordan*. And so 
we started from scratch with the help 
of our British friends.” 

She added that the family plans to 
expand facilities at the golf club to 


include tennis courts and swimming 
pools. 

Developing both the place and the 
interest in the game has been steadily 
growing ever since the club was 
opened in 1989. 

“Tbe game is mostly of interest to 
foreigners, but we are trying to get as 
much Jordanians as we can because 
this a sport people should learn. We 
need local people because they are 
always there." Mrs. Bisharat said. 

In an effort to develop more interest 
she added: **We are starting a school 
(free of charge for juniors) after two 
months to encourage kids to learn tbe 
game.” 

Women’s participation has been 
noticeable. “I am very delighted to see 
3 good number of ladies participating 
including some Jordanian ladies," 
noted Mr. Battiscombe. 

The well-organised event was the 
product of a dedicated group of 13 
people who formed the executive 
committee of the Bisharat Golf Club. 


First Division Basketball Championship 
Orthodoxi end Jazireh’s unbeaten run 

Hussein relegated to Second Division 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A1 Orthodoxi 
Friday ended A1 Jazireh's 
unbeaten run when they beat 
the titleholders 73-69 in their 
second encounter of the First 
Division Basketball 

Championship. 

A1 Orthodoxi led 41-37 at 
halftime, and A! Jazireh 
squandered a 68-66 lead as 
they missed the efforts of 
key centre Husam Lutfi who 
sat out the match due to sus- 
iion- after unsportsman- 
ice conduct in their match’ 
against A1 Jalil. 

AI Jazireh remained atop 
the standings on score differ- 
ence for now as they had 
beat Al Orthodoxi 92-84 and 
AJ Ahli 75-69 in the first 
round. 

Regardless of their results 
in the two rounds, the top 
three teams will have a shot 
at the title with introduction 
of the playoff system this 
year. However, judging by 
the results to far, last sea- 


son's runners up Al Ahli 
seem to stand the least 
chance. 

Earlier in the weekend, AJ 
Jed pushed Al Hussein to 
the second division after a 
67-55 win that left the Irbid 
team winless. 

Since relegation only 
affects the last-placed team. 
AI Jalil and Al Jeel managed 
to keep their place in the six- 
team prestigious group. 

Al Jeel also became one of 
the First teams to play in tbe 
first division for the fust sea- 
son and manage to keep their 
place. 

In the other match, AJ Jalil 
humiliated Al Ahli tying the 
First half 34-34 and taking 


the lead 47-42 and 63-57. 

AJ Jalil's let a precious win 
slip out of their hands as they 
led 7()-68 in the final three 
seconds before Al Ahli’s 
Mohammad Shamali scored 
to force overtime and win 
the match 87-S2. 

AJ Ahli who came in sec- 
ond Iasi year are suffering 
the ill-effects of having start- 
ed training late as they were 
busier tackling technical 
obstacles. 

Their inadequate pre-sea- 
son training has led to an 
inconsistent form after offi- 
cials were busy recruiting a 
coach and luring back veter- 
ans Yousef Zaghloul and 
Marwan Ma’touq to the line- 


up after missing a season. 

Al Orthodoxi finished 
third last year but are in bet- 
ter shape to resume their 
dominance of the game. 
Their younger lineup seem 
in a situation to give Al 
Jazireh a hard time in the 
fight for the tide. 

Al Jazireh ended a 30-year 
domination among the two 
rivals last season. Prior to 
that Al Orthodoxi had an 
undisputed reign from 1976- 
1989, but Al Ahli won the 
tide in 1990, 1992, 1993 and 
1994 aided by the signing of 
Naser Bushnaq. 

AI Orthodoxi came back to 
win in 1991. 1995 and 1996. 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

STANDINGS 

Sf 

Sa 

Pts 

Jazireh 

9 

8 

1 

833 

529 

17 

Orthodoxi 

9 

8 

1 

754 

486 

17 

Ahli 

9 

6 

3 

619 

549 

15 

Jeel 

9 

3 

6 

506 

741 

12 

Jalil 

9 

2 

7 

519 

666 

11 

Hussein 

9 

” 

9 

478 

636 

9 


Asia’s fastest woman accuses 
officials over dope failure 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Susanthika Jayasinghe, Asia’s 
fastest w'oraan. said Friday 
that Sri Lankan sports min- 
istry officials may have tam- 
pered with her failed drug 
test 

Jayasinghe, winner of the 
200m silver medal at last 
year’s world championships, 
said samples taken last month 
had not been properly sealed 
and only ministry officials 
could have tampered with 
them. 

The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation lIAAF) 
has told Sri Lanka’s Amateur 
Athletic Association (AAA) 
that traces of Nandrolone, a 
performance enhancing 
steroid, were found. This is 
the third time she has failed a 
drugs test in four years. 

T don’t have a fountain of 
Nandrolone in ray body.” the 
20-year-old told a press con- 
ference at her Colombo apart- 
ment “T showed ministry 
doctors that the urine contain- 
ers were not sealed and any- 
one could have opened 
them." 

Jayasinghe said officials, 
who she has previously 
accused of sexual harass- 


ment. may have tampered 
w-ith the sample to discredit 
her. 

”My conscience is clear. 
The only drugs I have taken 
are Disprin. Panadol and the 
pill as a contraceptive.” 
Jayasinghe said. Disprin and 
Panadol are headache reliev- 
ers. “I am willing to subject 
not only my urine but blood 
or any pan of me to an inter- 
national body.” 

Ministry officials were not 
available for comment But 
the .AAA has asked for a new 
sample to be taken and said it 
is backing the runner. 

Jayasinghe missed training 
for three months after win- 
ning silver at the world cham- 
pionships last year following 
earlier accusations against the 
sports ministry. 

Tbe sprinter’s mother 
accused a top politician of 
forcibly having sex with 
Jayasinghe and threatening 
her unless she divorced her 
husband. 

T am told that the lab in 
Australia got my urine sam- 
ple in a tamper proof contain- 
er and well sealed but when I 
gave the sample I showed 
ministry doctors that the two 


bottles for sample ‘“A” and 
“B” could be opened, leaving 
any trace of tampering," 
Jayasinghe said. 

AAA Secretary Rohan 
Amarasinghe confirmed that 
the national association was 
asking for a new test to be 
taken. “We are standing by 
Susanthika,*’ he told AFR 

Amarasinghe said the 
explanation given by the run- 
ner will be forwarded to the 
IAAF and he expected a 
response within two weeks. 

Jayasinghe failed tests in 
1994 and 1996 which also 
detected Nandrolone. 

She was cleared after a sec- 
ond test and her explanation 
that she had taken medicine 
to delay menstruation. 

Jayasinghe is the best ath- 
lete to come out of South Asia 
and favourite for a gold 
medal at this year’s Asian 
Games. She was among five 
potential Sri I ankan Olympic 


athletes given a drugs test last 
month. The other four tested 
negative. 

Amarasinghe said 

Jayasinghe had told athletics 
officials she had taken an 
unspecified but banned drug 
about a year ago and felt the 
latest test was linked to that. 

However, Jayasinghe told 
reporters she had not taken 
any banned drugs but only 
took some vitamins given to 
her by a government-appoint- 
ed doctor in tbe first five 
months of last year. 

*;l can’t read, write or 
understand English. So I 
don’t know what was given to 
me then. But when I was test- 
ed in Athens in August it was 
negative.” she said. 

She resumed training three 
months after the world cham- 
pionships last August after 
assurances that she would be 
left alone by ministry offi- 
cials. 


Duty Free Car For Sale 


VOLVO 850 Exclusive 
1997 Model, Full Options 
Sedan Silver Metallic 
Excellent Condition 


Tel: 5661655/5601514/5930395 


PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Petroma Refining & Marketing Company of the kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia has received a "Notice to Proceed" from 
the Ministry or Oil and Industry of the State of Bahrain 
regarding the establishment of a major refinery and 
petrochemical complex in Ai-Hidd. Petroma, in 
partnership with the Hutchison Group of the U.S., 
intends to immediately commence execution of this 
Project that call for a global investment in excess of 5 
Billion U5Dollars ’ which will cover engineering, 
procurement, construction, and commissioning costs of 
the complex and all related infrastructure. A joint-venture 
Consortium, comprised of Major American and European 
concerns, will execute the Project. 
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In defiance of Palestinians 


Israel plans military 


parade in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel plans a mili- 
tary parade with thousands 
of soldiers and dozens of 
armoured vehicles in occu- 
pied Jerusalem next month 
to celebrate the occupation 
of the city’s eastern sector 
by Israel in the 1967 
Mideasc war, an official said 
Friday. 

The parade, held in the 
context of Israel's 50th 
anniversary celebrations, 
would be the biggest mili- 
tary show of force in the dis- 
puted city in decades, and is 
expected to anger the 
Palestinians who claim the 
eastern sector as a future 
capital. 

The parade will start out 
on the outskirts of Arab east 
Jerusalem — at the Jaffa 
Gate of the walled Old City 
— and pass a reviewing 
stand outside City Hall 
before reaching western 


Jerusalem. 

The senior Palestinian 
official in the city. Faisal 
Husseini. said he considered 
the march unnecessary. “If 
they stay on the western part 
of the 1 967 border — that is 
their business. But. if they 
march in east Jerusalem, we 
will certainly see this as a 
provocation." Mr. Husseini 
told the Associated Press 
(API. 

The parade will take place 
on May 24. or Jerusalem 
Day, the Hebrew calendar 
anniversary of Israel’s occu- 
pation of Arab east 
Jerusalem in the 1967 
Mideast war. 

An Israeli official who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity said between 
10,000 and 15.000 soldiers 
would march, in addition to 
an equal number of civil- 
ians. An air show would 
take place at the same time. 


involving helicopters and 
possibly planes. 

In the first stretch, soldiers 
will march in step, with each 
unit led by a humvee. or 
armour-plated utility vehi- 
cle. Dozens of armoured 
vehicles would be in the 
parade, the official said. 

Jerusalem city spokesman 
Hagai Elias would not dis- 
cuss the parade plans pro- 
vided the Israeli official. 

Mr. Elias said that despite 
the planned participation of 
soldiers, the march was not 
primarily a military since 
civilian groups would also 
join in. 

“We have a Jerusalem Day 
parade every year — and 
this is no exception. And 
more importantly, Israel 
does not authorise military 
parades in Jerusalem and 
again, this is no exception.” 
said Mr. Elias. 
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2ND STATUE OF LIBERTY ARRIVES IN TOKYO: A scale model of the Statue of Liberty is lifted from a container 
Friday after its arrival at Tokyo's Oi pier from Paris. The scale model statue was divided into six pieces for the 
month-long trip from France. The original statue was designed by French sculptor Frederic- Auguste Bartholdi and 
given to the United States by France. The statue will be reassembled for display at Odaiba Beach Park on Tokyo Bay 
as part of a French cultural festival commemorating the friendship of the two capitals (Reuters photo) 


‘Israel to resume Jabal Abu Ghneim 
building after pullback decision’ 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel 
will begin construction of units 
at a new Jewish settlement in 
Arab east Jerusalem once a 
deal is reached with the 
Palestinians over a West Bank 
troop withdrawal, a rightwing 
deputy said Friday. 

”1 have the dear impression 
that the government does not 
want to provoke the Americans 
by authorising house construc- 
tion before a decision is made 
on the redeployment" MK 
Ruby Rivlin told AFP. 

‘‘But once a decision is 


taken, the work will begin even 
before the redeployment is 
fully implemented,” said Ms. 
Rivlin, a deputy horn the rul- 
ing Likud P&Ty of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Mr. ’ Netanyahu's govern- 
ment has repeatedly denied 
claims by his right wing that it 
has frozen building at Jabal 
Abu Ghneim. known as Har 
Homa to Jews, on the southern 
edge of Jerusalem, under pres- 
sure from the United States. 

It has said that "technical rea- 


sons" were behind the delay in 
the start of unit building, after 
infrastructure was completed 
late last year on the MIL 

The groundbreaking of work 
at Jabal Abu Ghneim in March 
1997 threw the peace process 
into crisis and the deadlock has 
endured since. 

Washington has urged Mr. 
Netanyahu to call a halt to set- 
tlement construction and has 
tried to mediate a deal over 
Israel's promised troop pull- 
back from the West Bank in a 
bid to revive the peace process. 


33 killed in 
bus accident 
in India 


Iran confirms latest POW 
exchange with Iraq 


Israel no longer insists on Syrian 
pullout from Lebanon — Mordechai 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai stated here 
Thursday that Israel no longer 
insisted on a Syrian military 
withdrawal from Lebanon 3s a 
condition for an agreement to 
evacuate south Lebanon. 

"We understand the Syrian 
interests in Lebanon and we 
will not demand a withdrawal 
of their troops from this coun- 
try” in exchange for an Israeli 
military withdrawal from 
south Lebanon. Mr. Mordechai 


said at a public meeting near 
Tel Aviv. 

He said Israel only wanted a 
“security agreement” with 
Lebanon before withdrawing 
its forces, and not a “peace 
treaty.” 

On Wednesday. Israeli min- 
isters approved a plan for a 
conditional withdrawal from 
south Lebanon. 

“Israel is accepting 
Resolution 425 so that the 
Israeli Defence Forces will 
leave Lebanon with appropri- 


ate security arrangements," the 
security cabinet said in a state- 
ment after its vote. 

It said those arrangements 
involved Beirut restoring "its 
effective control over southern 
Lebanon and assuming 
responsibility for guaranteeing 
that its territory not be used as 
a base for terrorist activity 
against Israel.” 

However, Beirut and 
Damascus, which has 35.000 
men in Lebanon, turned down 
the conditions put by IsraeL 


BHOPAL (AP) — A bus car- 
rying Hindu pilgrims fell into 
a gorge in central India Friday, 
killing 33 people and injuring 
1 6 others, police said. 

The passengers were travel- 
ling from Bhopal foe capital 
of the central Madhya Pradesh 
state, to a neighbouring pil- 
grimage spot to take part in a 
nine-day-long religious festi- 
val. 

Police said the bus driver 
lost control of foe bus which 
fell into a five-foot deep pit 
The accident took place near a 
popular picnic spot 

Survivors said foal just 
before die accident happened 
die driver of • the bus 
announced the brakes were 
networking. 

Police said 23 victims died 
on the spot while 10 died on 
die way to the hospital. The 
dead included 26 children and 
five women, police said 
There were 60 people on the 
bus. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran con- 
firmed on Friday it released 
800 Iraqi prisoners of war in 
return for 62 Iranian prisoners 
taken captive during their 
1980-1988 war and said more 
were to be exchanged on 
Friday. 

A member of Iran's POW 
commission, identified only as 
Dr. Khademi. said the prison- 
ers were exchanged late 
Thursday at Iran's Khosravi 
border point in Kermanshah 
province, the official news 
agency IRN A reported 

Iranian local officials. Iraqi 
officials and representatives of 
the International Red Cross 
were also presera.- - 


Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi said Friday that 
Thursday’s exchange was part 
of an agreement to trade 380 
Iranian POWs with 5.592 
Iraqis. 

"As parr of agreements 
between the foreign ministers 
of Iran and Iraq to settle 
humanitarian issues between 
foe two sides, the two coun- 
tries decided to free captives 
and prisoners whose fare had 
been resolved in a joint com- 
mission." he told IRN A. 

Mr. Mohammadi said foe 
two sides will continue with 
others mailer relating to 
POWs and those missing in 


action agreed to in a recent 
meeting of their joint commis- 
sion. 

Iraq's official news agency 
INA said on Thursday foal 62 
Iranian prisoners had been 
freed by Baghdad in return for 
800 by Iran. Iranian radio also 
put the number of Iranians 
freed at 62. 

The issue of POWs has been 
foe main stumbling block to a 
normalisation of relations 
between Baghdad and Tehran. 

According to Iran, at least 
5.000 Iranians are still 
detained in Iraq, while Iraq has 
claimed that 20,000 harps are 
being heldin Iran. - 


U.S.: Citizens should defer travel to Iran 


Pollard rejects partial recognition 
by Israel that he was its spy 


Turkey allows 
one party to 
collect 
sheepskin 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — A for- 
mer US. Navy analyst jailed 
for spying for Israel repeated 
demands that Israel admit he 
worked for the Jewish state, 
rejecting a halfway offer to 
paint him as a rogue agent, his 
lawyers said Friday. 

Jonathan Pollard rejected as 
"bogus” the government offer 
to recognise that he worked as 
an agent for Israel but was 
operating without orders when 
he handed over U.S. military 
secrets to the Jewish state, the 
lawyers said. 

"I am not rotting in jail for a 
thirteenth year in older to justi- 
fy a lie. The truth must be 
told," Pollard told his lawyers, 
foe Israeli daily Haaretz report- 
ed 

“The truth is that I was an 
Israeli agent who was working 
for an arm of intelligence cre- 
ated by the Israeli government 
Anything else is a distortion 
and a stumbling block in 


attaining my freedom.” he 
said 

Pollard who passed on to 
Israel classified data while 
working as a navy analyst 
notably concerning military 
developments in the Arab 
World has pressed Israel to 
admit he was its spy in a bid to 
help win his release from 
prison. 

He has appealed to foe Israeli 
Supreme Court over the matter 
and a response is expected 
within the next few weeks. 

Lsraeli ministers have 
pressed Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanayhu to out- 
right recognise Pollard as a 
spy. something Israeli leaders 
have refused to do since foe 
19S0s for fear of angering foe 
United States. 

The compromise formula 
was put forward by Mr. 
Netanyahu's legal adviser. 
Shimon Stein. 

Pollard was recruited bv a 


special intelligence unit 
referred to as foe “scientific 
liaison office." which operated 
independently of foe Mossad 
spy service but was headed by 
a former Mossad official. 

He was recruited in violation 
of a rule that agents should not 
be selected from a friendly 
country's Jewish community. 
Pollard had volunteered his 
services. 

When Pollard realised that 
Ms role had been discovered 
and the Federal Bureau of 
Intelligence 'FBI) was after 
him. he and his wife fled to the 
Israeli embassy in 
Washington, but foe staff 
refused to let them in or 
acknowledge their role on 
behalf of the Jewish state. 

Pollaid was arrested in 1985 
and sentenced to life in prison 
for treason in 1987. He 
obtained Israeli nationality in 
1996. 


ANKARA (AP) — Trying to 
cut off a source of big income 
for Islamist institutions, the 
government has ordered a 
crackdown on illegal collec- 
tion of sheepskins during rit- 
ual sacrifice. Justice Minister 
Ol tan Sunguriu said Friday. 

By law. the only authorised 
collector is an association 
founded by Mustafa Keraal 
Ataiurk. the father of 
Turkey's secular system. The 
group shares the proceeds 
from sale of the skins with 
foe state-run Religious 
Affairs Board and some 
other government-approved 
foundations, 

Bui in recent years. 
Islamist groups have been 
illegally collecting the skins, 
whose overall sale brings in 
about $4 million. 

Muslims usually slaughter 
sheep, cows and camels as a 
ritual to commemorate the 
slaughter of a ram by the bib- 
lical Abraham. The slaughte r 
coincides with the closing 
days of the annual pilgrim- 
age to Islam’s holy site of 
Mecca. 


WASHINGTON i AFP) — The 
U.S. State Department on 
Thursday urged U.S. dozens to 
defer travel to Iran, while 
acknowledging Iranian 

President Mohammad 

Khatami's calls for improved 
relations. 

In a statement, the department 
warned “all U.S. citizens to defer 
travel to Iran" because “hostility 
to foe United States remains in 
some segments of foe Iranian 
population and some elements 
of the Iranian go'emmera" 

Earlier statements had warned 
.Americans (o stay out of Iran 
altogether, rather than merely 
postponing (ravel. 

"Wc have noted some change 
in attitude in the government in 
Iran towards foe I.S.- our new- 
warning reflects this change." a 
Slate Department official said on 
condition of anonvmitv 


Thursday's statement notes 
foal Mr. Khatami “has called for 
a ’dialogue of civilisations' and 
an increase of private exchanges 
between Iranian and 
Americans." 

“Some limited exchanges 
have taken place." it adds, an 
apparent reference to some UJS. 
wrestlers' participation in a 
recent tournament in Tehran. 

President Khatami a moder- 
ate cleric who was elected in a 
landslide in May against a con- 
servative riv-aL has promised 
greater personal and political 
freedom as well as foe rule of 
law in line with his vision of an 
"Islamic civil society.” 

The State Department regular- 
ly Issues travel warnings about 
unstable nations in order to keep 
l.S. tourists and business execu- 
tives informed of possible risks. 
The warnings are updated peri- 


odically. 

The previous warning regard- 
ing Iran came July 8, 1997. 

The department justified its 
caution by saying in its state- 
ment that the absence of U-S. 
diplomatic or consular relations 
with Iran meant Washington 
“cannot provide protection or 
routine consular services to 
American citizens in Iran." 

The Swiss government, acting 
through its embassy in Tehran, 
protects U.S. interests in Iran. 
But the department noted that 
Tehran generally bars 
Switzerland from caring for UJS. 
citizens who also have Iranian 
nationality. 

Washington also emphasised 
that "U.S. citizens of Iranian ori- 
gin who are considered to be 
Iranian citizens have been 
detained and harassed by Iranian 
authorities." 


Sweden apologises to Iran over egg attack 


STOCKHOLM (.AFP) — 
Sweden officially apologised 
Friday for an egg attack on 
Iranian Culture Minister 
Ataollah Mohajerani at a 
UNESCO conference in 
Stockholm. 

Sweden's Foreign Minister 
Lena Hjelm-Wallen said she 
regretted Wednesday's inci- 
dent when an opponent of foe 
Tehran regime threw two eggs 
at Mr. Mohajerani during his 
speech lo foe plenary session 
of a UNESCO Conference on 
Cultural Policies for 
Development. 

Iran's Foreign Ministry sum- 
moned foe Swedish 
Ambassador Mats Marling 


Thursday in vigorously protest 
foe attack, which it attributed 
to a member of “foe terrorist 
organisation Mujahedeen 
Khalq.” 

The Iraq-based organisation 
is foe main armed opposition 
to foe Iranian government. 

The ministry told foe 
Swedish diplomat that Iran 
wanted Stockholm "to punish 
those involved in this attack." 

According to Swedish press 
reports. Mr. Marling told the 
Iranian officials foal foe man 
would not be sentenced to jail 
and would only be fined for 
hi* attack. 

The opponent, whose name 
was not disclosed, used a 


badge of a non-governmental 
authority to enter the session 
and was immediately over- 
powered by police after the 
attack. As he was dragged out 
of foe room, he shouted: 
“They killed my brother! They 
killed my family!" 

The director general of the 
U.N. Educational Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). Federico Mayor, 
condemned the attack and 
expressed his wish to 
"strengthen cooperation with 
Iran to promote the ideals of 
justice, liberty, equality, and 
solidarity defended bv 

UNESCO.” 


Million pilgrims pray in Mecca’s Great Mosque to prepare for Hajj 


MECCA (AFP! — More than a million pil- 
grims prayed in foe Great Mosque here 
Friday as they prepared for foe Hajj. Islam's 
largest annual pilgrimage, due to begin 
Saturday. 

Some two million Muslims are expected 
to take part in this year's Hajj to Islam's holi- 
est shrines in foe southwestern Saudi cities of 
Mecca and Medina. 

Under foe midday sun, tens of thousands 
of faithful dressed in spotless white robes 
walked slowly around foe Kaaba. foe cube- 
shaped structure in foe Grand Mosque's 
courtyard which houses a black stone 
Muslims believe was delivered by the 
Archangel Gabriel to their Prophet 
Mohammad. 


All arteries leading to (he Great Mosque. 
Masjed Al Haram. in foe centre of foe city 
were choked with pilgrims unable to find 
room in foe Mosque courtyard, which is 
large enough to hold a million people. 

Leading prayers, the Mosque's imam 
(prayer leader) called on God to “safeguard 
and unite Muslims so that they stand strong 
against miscreants and those who seek to 
attack Islam and foe Islamic Nation.” 

“May God Almighty aid foe warriors of 
Islam, everywhere in the world, and particu- 
larly in Palestine, to reap victory and van- 
quish the enemies of Islam.” be said. 

To guard against stampeding crowds, civil 
defence helicopters regularly overflew holy 
sites. Four years ago. 270 people w ere tram- 


pled to death in a mass stampede during foe 
Hajj. while in 1990. a panic in foe crowds 
killed 1,426 pilgrims. 

Tragedy also struck during last year's Hajj 
when a fire killed 343 people in a pilgrims' 
camp on foe Mina plain south of Mecca. 

Lightly armed police were visible around 
the Great Mosque and in surrounding areas, 
along with ambulances. 

The security services are expected to 
closely watch foe road from Mecca, foe 
birthplace of Mohammad, to Mina, some 1 0 
kilometres to the north on Sunday, when 
some two million pilgrims move down it in 
foe first leg of the mass journey of faith. On 
Monday at dawn, the pilgrims will begin to 
climb Mnunt Arafat, where Mohammad (*• 


believed to have received foe first verses of 
the Koran. The ascent of foe mount and foe 
recitation of prayers that day mark foe high- 
point of foe Hajj. 

The pilgrims are due to return to Mina on 
Monday evening after a series of rituals in 
the valley of Mozdalifa. near Mount Arafat. 

On Tuesday, the first day of foe feast of Eid 
Al Adha. each pilgrim is supposed to ritual- 
ly sacrifice a sheep, lamb, or camel, io com- 
memorate foe sacrifice of Abraham, whom 
foe Koran says was prepared to take the life 
of his own son to show his obedience to 
God. 

This year, more than 500.000 sheep, cattle, 
and camels have ireen prepared for sacrifice 
and (heir meal wiil he distributed, as every 


year, to needy people. 

Seven slaughter houses able to handle one 
million sheep are to be operational for the 
first day of the feast. 

Saudi authorities have set a deadline for 
foreign pilgrims to leave the country by 
April 10 once the pilgrimage is over. Those 
who remain illegally in the country are sub- 
ject to arrest and deportation. 

For many pilgrims, especially those com- 
ing from poorer countries, foe annual mass 
influx represents their best chance to enter 
foe oil-rich Saudi kingdom to work. 

Each year. Saudi officials expel thousands 
of pilgrims who try to remain behind illegal- 
ly. but thousands of others escape foe police 
drasncLv 


Up close, heart-throb 
DiCaprio Is ‘just 
an ordinary guy’ 


Dylan, Rolling 
Stones to make joint 
appearance at 
Argentina concert 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
Folk legend Bob Dylan is 
due to take the stage with 
the Rolling Stones here 
next month, as the celebrat- 
ed rock band continues its 
m amm oth “Bridges to 
Babylon” tour. The group 
has included Dylan's 
1960’s-vintage classic 
‘‘Like a Rolling Stone,” in 
the show and invited Dylan 
to share the stage when 
they perform the song here 
today, tour promoters 
announced. The Stones 
received a much cooler 
reception from music crit- 
ics, who praised the visual 
and special effects but 
deemed the show a bit tepid 
compared to their only pre- 
vious appearance here in 
1995. 


Ali at Inoki’s 
final match 


TOKYO (AP) — When he 
was the heavyweight box- 
ing champion 22 years ago, 
Muhammad Ali fought a 
bout with a Japanese pro 
wrestler. On Thursday, he 
came back to watch 
wresder Antonio Inoki’s 
final match. Alt’s heavily 
publicised exhibition “box- 
ing-wrestling" match with 
Lnoki in Tokyo in 1976 was 
declared a draw. Inoki spent 
most of the fight in a crab- 
tike position on foe mat 
kicking out at the circling 
champion’s legs. Ali ended 
up hospitalised for blood 
clots and muscle damage. 


Clapton celebrates 
53rd B-day In style 


ST. PAUL (AP) — Eric 
Clapton celebrated his 53rd 
birthday in style, opening 
his U.S. tour with a 20- 
piece orchestra before a 
soid-out crowd. “This is the 
best birthday I’ve had,” 
Clapton told the audience 
before launching into an 
encore of •‘Sunshine of 
Your Love,” from his days 
with the 1960s power-trio 
Cream. Wearing a long, 
black coat and white T- 
shirt. the British blues-rock 
journeyman ran the gamut 
from his 1970s classic 
^ Layla." to the Grammy- 
winning ballad “Tears in 
Heaven." to songs from his 
new album, “Pilgrim.” 
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PARIS (AFP) — Judith 
Godreche has shared a bed 
with Hollywood’s latest 
heart-throb Leonardo 
DiCaprio. On screen. And 
the verdict? Up close and 
personal, he 7 s just an ordi- 
nary guy. Godreche plays 
foe lover of French King 
Louis XIV. one of 
DiCaprio’s two characters 
in “The Man in the Iron 
Mask” — he also plays the 
title role. Shooting for the 
film took place before the 
epic movie “Titanic” 
smashed global box-office 
records, turning DiCaprio 
from minor star to big- 
league heart-throb. ‘‘He 
was really nice. And in 
between takes, we laughed 
a lot together. When you 
see a sex symbol so close, 
he becomes a young man 
like anyone else ” 
Godreche said in an inter- 
view in foe French daily 
France-Soir. 
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Valentino gets 
presidential medal 
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ROME (AP) — Italy’s : 

president gave a medal j 

Thursday to Italian design- A* ■*.! j j 

er . Valentino for his % ^ Un ',‘' | 

achievements in foe fashion : T j 

industry and for promoting 1 *- 

foe prestige of “Made in 
Italy” all over the world. > scq '- !ri V j 

President Oscar Luigi ' * cr e j 

Seal faro bestowed foe hon- ! 

our on foe 65-year-old 

Valentino during a ceremo- ’ n ^L j 
ay at the presidential j 

Quirinal Palace. Valentino, ^ gov* 

whose full name is j 

Valentino Garavani. has | 

mainly showed his designs f' j 

in Paris in recent years- jJ-' I 

althminh hnndilllOrtPrS ^ ? 
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in Paris in recent years. ^ - ( '“ r -" F.,..r 
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